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H?t liapned in the Roman 
Empire, in its .Warswitji 
the Earbarous. Nations, (I 
■fuppolc I have exactly dc- 
(cribed, and the order 
which I have oblcrvcd, is 
fo juft, every Adtion and 
Accident is to be found 
• with its proper, and due Circumftnnces, both 
ibf time and of place. In what J am now about, 
it do not hold my (elf bound to (bftridta me¬ 
thod, becaufe the fubjeift: is of things which 
(pa'fted in feveral places of the Roman Empire at 
the fame time. When I writ my firft I-Iiftorics, 
I thought it not expedient to be too particular, 
by reafon the main Agents were then living i 
a nd I could iiot long have concealed, or fecurad 
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my felf againft fome exemplary Tptmiflitnait> 
if my Book fhpuldhavebeenpuMifned «^andl 
judged it very dangerous, to commit fuch afe- 
cret to any Friend whatfoever So that in my 
firlt Hiftory of all, I was obliged to omit the 
Motives and Caufes of fuch A&ions and Events 
as I related there. Molt people do cafily, and 
without confidcration, give thcmfclvcs to imi¬ 
tate the A&ions of their Anccilors, and do fol¬ 
low their ill examples, without any care or re- 
morfe: For my own part, nothing excited tnc 
fo ftrongly to this work , as that fuch perfons 
who are defuous to govern in an Arbitrary way, 
might difeover, by the misfortune of thofc 
whom I mention, the defiiny that attends them, 
and the juft recompence they are to expect of 
their crimes. Betides, it is not impoffible, but 
the fear of leaving the Hiftory of an infamous 
life behind them to pofterity, may reftrain them 
in tome meafurc, and occaiion a greater averfion 
to fuch detcftablc a&tons. And indeed, who 
would have abhorred the debauches of b entira- 
inti ,. the effeminacy of Sardanapalut , and the 
cruelties of Nero , had not great Men under¬ 
taken the Hiftory of their times, and tranfmit- 
ted it to pofterity. For the fame reafon I (hall 
begin with the exorbitances of Bdiftrius, after 
which,• I fhall reprefent the Impieties of c lb:o- 
Jora and JujUnian. Antonina began to lead her 
life with more diffolutcnefs tmd liberty, and to 
tranfgrefc publickly without any fliame or re¬ 
gret. There was, at that time, in the Family of 
Bellifariur , a young Thracian called Ibeodofwt* 
■' whole 
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ivhdfe Relations being Eunomians v BeVifafiufi 
before his departure in Afrid (, caufed him td 
he Baptifed, and having held him at the Font 
himfeif, he and his wife, adopted him with all 
the Ceremony whieh the Chriftians ufed in theif 
adoptions. From that time Antonina took all 
imaginable care of Tbeodofmr, , (which was but 
juft, having made him her fon) Ihc cherilhcd 
him exceedingly, and kept him conftantly with 
her v but before their paffage into Africkj, Ihc 
fell ih love with him fo defperately, and her 
paflion was fo uncontroulable, That fhe loft not 
only all Shame, but the fence of all Laws, both 
Humane and Divine. Atfirft, indeed, flic was 
bafhful in her debaucheries, and all her afligna* 
tions were with great caution and fecrelic, but 
by degrees (he began to commit them in pub* , 
lick, and before her women fervants, not ap* 
prehending any oppofition againft her wanton* 
nefs, after the vehemence of her love, trans¬ 
ported her to carefs him before all people. Belli* 
Jaritts himfeif found her faulty with his own 
eyes* not far from Carthage , but he was de* 
luded again * and wheedled by his wife, and I 
think not unwillingly. The bulinefs was thus. 
He found them together in a private Vault, and 
the fight of them put him into a very great 
paflion i but Antonina was fo far from being out 
of countenance at the furprife,that fhe advanced 
to meet him, and told him, That 7 beodojiur 
and fhe, were come thither to hide fome of the 
rieheft things which they had taken frofti the 
Enemy, that the Emperor might never hear 
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what was become of them. With vf'hich futUl’cu 
pretence, (he cxcufed her felf to Belli farms » 
\yho, good Man, Was not hard to be perfwaded 
(though he obferved the point of I'bsodifuts hi$ 
Codpeece was untied i J but (uttering him(elf 
to be deluded by the carcffcs of bis wife , he 
chpfe rather to fu-pedt the tdfimorty of hi$ 
Own fenfes, then be obliged to have any differ¬ 
ence with her. ' • 

>Jn fliort, the exorbitancics of /lHtotwia >n+ 
erdahng daily, and the leandal of them grow^ 
jug hourly mote pdblick all the (ervants and 
/lieni!s ot /> Hif n'iHs beheld him with much 
trouble, but none of them had the courage to 
r>ivc inm any .advertifement. . ,There.was ont 
AVomau < called the Macedonian.) only, who 
waited u|\ou her in her Chamb.cr, and had the 
hnldnets to give him notice. This Macedonian ,, 
after Ikliijanus had conquered Sicily, and. was 
Kelidtnr in Svramf, came to him, and having 
drawn from him feveral great and indifpcnhble 
oaths,'That lie wotdd never difeover to Antonina, 
.what lhe tlion 1 cl tell him i lhe told him the whole 
jiurieue, and brought two of the Maids ot her 
< .h.'.ink-t to attelf it. Belt farms being convinced 
c .| ilu dilloyalty ot bis wife, commanded Come 
■of hie t i uards to Itab 'I h -idojuts i but the young 
•Cientknian having notice of their orders, got 
away, ami efeaped to tjibelits : for the inttm- 
,rents which ir.llfirius iinployed, undemand¬ 
ing his temper, and that lie was naturally nn- 
coi'illaut, thought- it more wiftlom o oblige his 
Lady with the difeovery, then to trull their 

fortunes 
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fbrfuhcs upon the uncertainty of his favpr. Con- 
ttantine , who was one of the Lieutenant Gene¬ 
rals to Bellifarins, feeing him much dilcompolld 
at the huiinds, and pitying his mislbrtunc, 
told him inconUderatcly, That if the cafe had 
been his, he would have made an example ra¬ 
ther of his wife, then ‘lbcodftns: Which cx- ; 
ptellion being reported to Antonina , lhe locked 
, up her refentment for fotnc time in her Brcll, 
that when (lit had opportunity lhe might re¬ 
venge her felf more effectually. For ihe was 
the pcr(on' of the whole World , who knew 
how to diffcmblc her indignation, and cover 
that venome which lay boiling in her Soul, 
and the truth is, (lie carried her felf Co cun¬ 
ningly, that inafliort timd, either by the effi¬ 
cacy of her charms, or the iniimtation of her 
tongue, (he perfwaded her Husband that the 
report of her dilloyalty to him was unjult, and- 
that nothing was more falfc, then that accula- 
t-ion. Whereupon Belli firms font for 'lbeadofmt 
back again to Antonina , and promifed to deliver 
up the Macedonian , and the two Chamber-, 
Maids, which be performed very punctually. 
This cruel Woman, had no (ooncr got them in, 
her powerj but having firlf 1 cut off their Nolcs, 
(liu caided their Bodies be hacked into a thou- 
> (and pieces, and then cram’d into a Sack, and 
thrown into the Sea. Her main agent in tips 
horrid execution,-was one of her fervants called 
lWe.cnins, who had been a great MiniIter like- 
wife in the miferies which Pope Stherms - had 
differed. * At. length, Bel!farms at the perfwa- 
. • : * B 3 lior 
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flon of his wife, put to death ConflantiHe like- 
wife > and what we have faid in another place, 
about the Dagger and Prejtdius, hapned about 
the fame time. For when Con\iantim' was ready 
to have been acquitted for what he had done 
again ft Prefidius and Bdlifarius, Antonina could 
take no reft till Ihe were revenged for what he 
had faid againft her. But this proceeding of 
Bellifirhtr drew upon him the hatred of the 
Emperor, and of all the great Lords of the 
Empire. ' 

In the mean time, Ibendifutsxn anfwer to the 
invitation of Brllifnrius, lent him word, That 
he would not come back into Italy (where An * 
toniua and he were reiident then) till he had 
banifhed Pbnius , who was Antoninaes ownfon. 
This Photius was naturally haughty, could not 
brook to fee others in greater favor then himfelf 
and by conftqucnce thought he had great reafon 
to be difenntented. He could not with patience 
behold himfelf negleCted , and rendred incon- 
fiderable, being a Son of their own family , 
whilft T beodofms ( but adopted ) was in great 
authority, and his riches proportionable v for 
the report was, he had got little left then Ten 
thoufand Livres of Gold, whilft he was Trea- 
furer in Carthage and Ravenna : "Which was no 
hard matter, feeing the whole Treafure, both 
in the one place and the other, wa6 under his 
flngle, and abfolute adminiftration. Anton'ota 
underftanding what 'Jbeodnfius required , fell 
immediately upon confpiracy againft her (on, 
grid her plots were fo well laid, and fo artifice 
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ally managed. That Pbotius finding there was 
no fafety where he was, was forced to retire to 
Conjlantinople , as not being abjeto protc# him- 
felf againft her perpetual anibuflnncnts:. When 
Pbotius was gone, 1 boodofius was recalled into 
July , where Antonina continued for fome time 
in as much luxury and happinefs, as the em¬ 
braces of her Gallant, and the ftupidity of her 
Husband could contribute: But at length flie 
returned with both of them to Conjlantiwple . 
There it was, that ’Tbeodofws felt his firft com¬ 
punctions of Confcience, and began to be in no 
little perplexity to find how to demean him¬ 
felf > for he could not hope to conceal his courfc 
of life any longer, feeing Antonina was ft) far 
from making a fecrct of her paffton, that fhc 
abandoned her (elf wholly to the tranfport of 
her luft, without the lead care or regret for the 
imputation of an adultrds. Upon this (core 
he went off again to Epbefus , and having ftiavcd 
according to cuftpm, he entred himfelf into a 
Monaftcry. This accident put Antonina out of 
all patience, infomuch, that not only her habit, 
but her looks and deportment, rcprcfcntcd no¬ 
thing but fadnefs: She wept, and lamented up 
and down the houfe (though her Husband was 
thenprefent, and in health) declaring publick- 
ly, That flie was undone in the loft of Ibeodn - 
fius , whofe fidelity, whofc fricndfhip, whofc 
diligence, and magnanimity were incompara¬ 
ble » and fhc brought over Bellifarius to be of 
her opinion, infomuch, as he ran up and down 
with thp fame complaints, and left no means 
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unattempted, that might 1 briii^ Dhcodofius bacfp 
again to.-His wife'.' ! Having tried fcvcral ways 
without etfcd^' be came at length to the Em¬ 
peror anti Emprofs, and obtained pt them} by ; 
extraordinary importunity to have hip) recalled, 
as a perfbn 'absolutely neccflary, as. well fpr his 
future, as his prefenc affairs 1 : Bu tlbeodojm cx- 
ctifed himfelf, pretending a refplution to con¬ 
tinue where he was : i the inft}tUtions of that 
Convent agreeing fo exa<ftly vyith his humor 
Nevertheless this was but a copy of his counte¬ 
nance, and a dclign, that he might come to her' 
afterwards, with mope privacy when Be lI ifarins- 
was gone. .' 

: The Emperor iri the meantime, lent Beilis 
pt 'ins and 'Plmius againlt Cofrocs , King of the 
Be,funs, arid Antonina cpiitinucd at Conjlanti- 
nople, contrary tp her cuflp.m > for till then, (he 
bad always acfcompimied her Husband in all his! 
expeditions, li.oW tedious, and how dangerous 
foever, fearing perhaps, leaf!: when he was a-; 
lone, he fhoulcj return to himfclf, and take up 
fomc.rcfolution that might prove to her mine, 
when freed from her inveiglements and charms: 
Jfowever, that (he might not be wanting in any* 
thing that might contribute to the recovering of 
I'hepdofins , fhc undertook to rid'herfclf of Pho- 
iittsy to which. purpofe, (he fyborped fcvcral 
perfons about Eellif iritis, add jpetfwaded thqm 
pot to let a day pafs without affronting Pbotiitf , 
ajicj if poflible, provoking him'tp mutiny;: Op 
th.e other fide, Letters paffed from h<;r'continu¬ 
ally, by vviifcli, ’ fhc. indented All people again# 
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her Son » which, by degrees, put him upon af 
needlity ofdifcovering the impieties of his Mo-, 
ther, to Bcllifarins •> he fent aperfbn inftrudfed 
from Gonjiantinople , and obliged him to tell B.%- 
lijarius , how'thc Court rung there with the de¬ 
bauches of his Wile and Dbeodojius. Bellifariitt 
being fmartly touched , fuffered himfclf to bo 
tranfported to what ever Indignation and Fury 
could fugge# : He threw himfclf at Vbotiui 
Feet, and entreated him to revenge himfclf, bo¬ 
il^ fo highly offended by perfons, who by 3# 
Natural Obligations ought to have ufed him 
otherwife. Dear cbilde (.(aid lie to him ) you are 
not fenftble who was your l ather, for you fucked 
when be died > bis ejiate was no great advantage 
to yon, for it rvas final!, and inconfiderable: Doit 
have been brought up ever fince with me, though I 
was but your Father ih LaW } and you are now at 
an age, in whichyou have power to ajjifi me in vin-r 
dication of the injury has been done- me. 1 have 
preferred you to the dignity of a Confttl, I have 
heaped wealth on you > Jo that I havefervedyou for a 
Father, a Mother, and for all that is of niarRdatis 
on } for which reafon, you may call me by thnfi 
titles very jitjily : For Men are not ufed to limit 
their Friendjhip according to the degrees of confan* 
guinity,but rather according to merit and obligations * 
loti have now a fair occafion prefented, if yon have, 
any refpetifor a Perfon, whofe honor, ejiate, and fa~- 
mily, is in evident danger •, and if you diplain not 
to concern your felf foryonr Mother'-, who by her ill 
cthtdtttt, runs d great hazard of making her Jelf 
the Scandal and Reproach of all intelligent Metu 
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Tom mayeonfuler, the frailties of a Wifchavtnot 
fi great reflexion upon the Husband, as the Cbil - 
dren, upon whom the ignominy remains as an ill 
difeafe, which they had controlled from their Mo- 
thers. For my own part, 1 would have yon believe 
J love Antonina exceedingly, and would never be 
induced to do her any mifeheif, if I could but re¬ 
venge my felf of him, who is the plague of my 
F amity ; But /Shall never forgive my Wife, whiljl 
Theodofius is living, Photius heard him with 
great patience, and promifcd his utmoft aflift- 
anoe, out his greateft apprehenfion was, what 
might befal him, if he fhould repofe any con¬ 
fidence in Bellifirius , who was the lighted: and 
moft unconftant of his Sex, cfpecially in abuft- 
nefs fo contrary to Antonina, Several examples 
of his levity, gave him reafontofear, but none, 
was fo terrible as the misfortune of the Macedo¬ 
nian, Hereupon he prefled, and prevailed with 
Bellifarius , that they might mutually oblige 
themfelvcs by the ties that are moft facred a- 
mong Chriftians, never to betray or defert one 
another, though their lives or fortunes were in 
moft imminent danger: But for all theie precau¬ 
tions, Photius believed he could not attempt any 
thing fecurely *, and therefore he concluded to 
expe<ft, till Antonina was departed from Con¬ 
stantinople, and Tbeodofuts was returning to E- 
f befits •, at which time, he thought he might 
with more eafe, feile upon Theodofius and all his 
vaft trcafurc. In the mean time, bcllifitrius with 
his whole Army invaded Perfia, whileft feveral 
things hapned at Constantinople , which I have 

related 
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related elfwhere, asthelofsof JobndeCappado- 
eia,&c. I only omitted on purpofe, to (ay. That 
Antonina betrayed both the (aid John and her 
Daughter, notwithftanding millions of oaths 
and imprecations to the contrary. After this, the 
lent ‘ theodofius back again to Kph J'us, relying 
extreamly upon the kindnefsof the Emprefs, 
who without any apprehenfion, removed into 
the Eaft. It was not long before Bellifarius had 
taken the Fort of Sifturanum , and news was 
brought him,That his wife was at hand i where¬ 
upon he caufcd his Army to retreat, and feemed 
to prefer his own private intereft, before the 
benefit of the Empire. True it is. There was 
another rcalon which moved him to dilcamp 
with hi6 Army, and I have mentioned it in my 
other Books, but the arrival of Antonina con¬ 
tributed much: And this was one thing which 
I durft not communicate in the Hiftory which I 
publifticd, as not thinking my felf fafe, if I 
ftiould chance to be dilcovered. 

From that time Bellifarius loft much of his 
reputation, both with the Emperor and People, 
for having preferred his own private, to the 
affairs of the publick : That which did princi¬ 
pally induce him, was. That the extravagancies 
of his wife lying heavy at his heart, he could 
not without fome trouble , refolve to quit the 
Frontiers of the Roman Empire, as knowing, 
That the nearer he was, with the more eafe he 
fhould be able to revenge himfclf upon Iheodo- 
fius, as loon as his wife was arrived. In order 
thereunto, he commanded Arethas , with part of 


His Troops, to crofs thd Tigr* . hut'Arefrw nbfr 
executing Ins Orders, hcireturned into his own> 
Countrey, without the honor of having per¬ 
formed his duty. Bellifrtrm refolution was fdt 
keep himfelf within a league.of the Frontiers,, 
though the Fort of Sifruranttm, which I menti* 
oned before, was not above a days journey from 
the Frontiers, by the way of Nifibe •, and byr 
any other way, it was not half fo far diflant. 
In fhort, had lie parted the Here- at fir/1, with; 
his whole Army, I make no quertion, but he! 
Had been Mafter of all Afryvia, and witlroilt any 
difficulty extended his Conq.ueffs as far as the 
City of Ctofipl/onty and before his return, might 
have delivered; the Inhalwtants of Antioch, arid; 
all the Rowans' which werd prifoners v befidcs* 
his unexpected; departure, favored the Retreat 
of Cofrroes, who was at the fatne time in ColcbU 
The calc was thus, Cofroes , King of Ferfria,. alrid 
Son of Cabades , having fubdued Fetra, and per¬ 
formed all the exploits which I have mentioned: 
in my other Hifforics \ his Arrny was much 
wcakned and im overiflied, not only by its En-; 
gagements and Sieges, but by tho inconvcni* 
once of the ways, (being over Mountains and) 
almoft unpaflablc Rocks ) and by a ContagiOir 
(which carried off a great part of his Army )> 
befides the want of fuch things as were ncccf- 
fary. In this jundhue of them, news arrived 
out of Perfu ) That Bellifarius haying vanquifhr 
cd Mabades , had taken Sifhunwm , and! in it 
Jielefrmaches , and Eight hundred Perftait Hoifc, 
and wasmarching with his Army in good order? 
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djrcftly•towards ^#*, with defign to-befiegy 
it : That another way he had ipnt- a ftroqg^ 
party under the command of Aretbaf^ the cheif 
pf. the Sarrarhtf ,, who had parted ;fhfi River 
2fyr> to that fl>e, w^ole Couijitrcy, of Aj]yria t 
which before hadneverjbeen fubjedi to the In- 
rpatls qf, the Epcmy, was at psefent infeiled* 
^ud, become a prey to any that would invade it* 
Moreover, a Body , ot fiuns yih'Kh CpJmr had 
fent into Armenia (a Province belonging to 
the Roman Empire) had unfortunately eticoun- 
tred with the Troops of Valerian , and been al- 
mort utterly cut oft'. This news being brought 
to thc Ferftan Camp, which was already per¬ 
plexed with the incommodities which they had 
fliftered a long time in theOounlrey of the La- 
vien.r , caufed them to apprehend , That if the 
Enemy fhould cut off thePaflages, after all the 
Diftrefles and Calamities they had endured,^ 
they fliould again be reduced to a neceftity of 
flarving among the Rocks and Defatts, and 
their ruine be attended by the diftrudtion of 
their Wives and their Children, and the inevi¬ 
table Conqueft of theit whole Countrey, ofpe- 
cialiy at a time when their Army was fo afttidled 
with difeafes. Hereupon they began to mutiny 
Ugainft Cofroes , and to upbraid him for having 
broken his Oath, and violated the Law of Na¬ 
tions, which is Sacred ever, among the Barba¬ 
rians '■> they could not forgive him, that after 
a folemn Peace with the Romans , he had in¬ 
vaded their Territories, undertaken an unjuft: 
War again!! them, and attacked an Empire, 

not 
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ti6t only the moft anticnt in the World, hut la 
powerful, That they could not in realbn hope 
to overcome it, though their Army was much 
more confiderable then it was. Thefo difcourfes 
had (b prepared the minds of the Perfuns for 
Sedition, that it was ready to break out, had 
not Cofroes applied a remedy in time, by reading 
the Letters which Zaberganes had received from 
the Emprefs, almolt inthefe vety terms* 


Zaberganes, 

Y Ou might eafily perceive , when you were Am* 
baffador with us, how ready we were to oblige 
yoUi and how little we dijputed any thing that wm 
to be done in your favor* Ton have now an oppor* 
j unity , effectually to'anfwer our good opinion of you , 
and that it, by prevailing with King Coftoes your 
Mafteri to continue that good intelligence with us, 
that the Peace did procure . 1 do engage, that the 

Emperor, my Husband, Jhall recompense any good 
office you Jhall do him, to the fulls and let me tell 
you, he does nothing now without my counfel and 
approbation» 


when Cofroes had read the Letter, he decla¬ 
red to the cheif Officers of his Army, That he 
could not but wonder the Perftans Ihould call 
that Empire invincible, which was governed 
by a Woman » and by thi9 means he put a flop 
to their mutiny : Neverthclds, being ftill ap- 
prehenfive, leaft Bellifirius Ihould polfofijhim- 
felf of the Pafles, he difoamped immediately, 
and finding no oppoiitiop, he returned into his 
own Coimtrey without any impediment* 

Bellifarius 
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BelliPtrius being retreated into the Terri-* 
tori es of the Empire, found that Antonina was 
arrived from Conftantinople , and withoift the 
leali token of kindnefs , lie caufed her to be 
taken into cuflody, and a Guard clap’d upon 
her: Many times it was in his thoughts to have 
put her to death, but he could never determine* 
I am of opinion his fondnels was the caufo , 
though others affirm, (he ufed charms and in- 
chantments to render him irrefolute. In the 
fotaim, Photius arrived in great fury at Ephejlts, 
having brought along with him Caligonus the 
EunuCh, who was Antinonaes great Confident, 
and privy to all her debaucheries. This Ca* 
ligonus being brought in Chains, and well lafht 
by t he way, confefled the truth in what ever was 
asked him : Iheodoptts having notice of what 
had paffed, retired into the Church of S. John, 
wh ich is of greater veneration then any other in 
E phefuss but that would not ferve his turn, for 
the Bilhop (called Andrew) being corrupted 
with Money, delivered him up into the hands 
of Photius. On the other fide, the Emprefs re¬ 
ceiving advertifoment from Antonina , and fear¬ 
ing fomcill accident might befal her, fent orders 
to Bellifaritu to come back with her to the 
Court. This order came no fooner to the ears 
of Photius , . but he font T heodofuu into Cicily, 
where his Army was in its Winter Quarters » 
To thofe who conveyed him, he gave inftrudH- 
ons to carry him as privately as polliblc, to de¬ 
liver him into the hands of the Cicilians as (bon 
as they were arrived, and to tell no body where 
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tbey/had tlifpofed Jura. Caligpmtt be took along 
With himfelf, and all the wealth-pf fbeodofuts,, 
apd carried tliqm to Conjiantinv'ple .: Then it was, 
that the Emprqfs Theodora jyqqhi ,give. anext 
^mple to all mankind, hy reco^peihing the far 
yjees of Antonina A: by a&ions of greyer cruelty 1 , 

?n4 primps of .greater infamy fcheft hcr„pw^ 
Ant Mina not faig before had betted, John, qf 
faappafocia to'thp.^mp^efsi hpt.-thc Empr.efs 
©at did Ijer in th?requital, For flie-canfcd ftr 
yeral p.er'fons tp be, put into Antoninass hands „ 
Wi)o < notwhhO^nding tint they wetc itinor 
ccpp) were all of them put tp death.-. In brief, 
iriany Friends, and Relations,!: both to Pfatwf 
and Bellifarins (whpfjeQilly guitayyas acquainfr 
pnpe with thpm;), w^re drubpedi-apd conveyed 
away where nobody pould evetyhqarof theths 
others were baniflie/d by her ^ apd, for no other ( 
prime, but for being intimate wijth them. A~ 
«long the reft,. ^herp was pwPieodofws whp 
jiad accompanied P horns to fpbefus, , (hecaufed 
this Phead oft us to be apprehended, and haying 
feifal upon his eftate, (he gave order fo put him 
Into a Dungeon where no day was to be feen,* *• 
pnd apade him be tied up by the Neck tp.ja 
RackftafF fo fhprt, that he was forced to con¬ 
tinue in the fame pofture, without being able to 
turn himfelf j fo that he was forced to eat.and 
/Iccp, and cvacuat as he flood , without any 
thing but his fpecch, to diferiminate him from 
sl Bej»lt. In this cruel condition he continued 
four Monethsj after which, (though the Effi- 
profs gave him his liberty.) yet his fpirits being 
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depteffed with his afflfaions, he died with the 
very thoughts of what mifcrics he had fuffered. 
She conftrained Bellifarius to reconcile himfelf 
with his Wife, in fpight of his aver lion, and 
what ever he could do to prevent it. Phot ins 
had athoufand ftripcs with a Stirrup-leather up¬ 
on the Reins and the Shoulders, to make him 
confefs what be had done with ‘Jbeodofms and 
Calitrnwts. But though he was much vveakned 
apd dejefttd with his ufage (having been natu¬ 
rally tender, inHrm, and exceeding careful of 
•hb health, which care, till that time, had pre¬ 
fer v.cd him from any confiderable alflicStion) yet 
ho would ntver forfeit his Oath, nor difeover 
liis intrigue .with HeHJarius, though not long 
after it came, out another way , for Ubeodora 
found out Caligontls , and returned him to An¬ 
tonina •, and having got intelligence where 7 beo- 
dofiiis was, flic lent for him to Conjl intinoph 
and concealed him in her Palace. The next 
morning flic lent for Antonin' , and told her, 
Di’av Antonina, tbit day I bane been prcjhtted with 
a Jewel, I conceive not to be matched in the whole 
World: If you have a cirri ftty to fee it, I am Jo 
far from refuftng you that prhiledge, I Jball think, 
tny felf happy to Jbow it. Antonina not dreaming 
what it fhould be, was impatient to fee it, and 
the limprefi cutting into the Chamber of one 
of her Eunuchs, brought out 'Ibeodofms in her 
hand. Atthc uncxpcdtcdncfsof the light, her 
joy put her into ft) hidden an amaze, for fbnic 
time Antonina was not able to (peak > but being 
a little recollected, flic, made a thouftuid cx- 
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pvcflions of tbankfulnefs to the Emprefs, called 
her excellent Miflrcls,incomparablc Bcncfa£fcrcls, 
and the Preferver of her happinefs in this 
World. 'lhsodora kept Theodofms in her Palace, 
and ufed all means poflible to re-eftablifh him, 
and put him at the head of the Emperors Army, 
and in the mean time entertained him with all 
kind of delights > but Divine Juftice (which 
fooncr or later, overtakes all fuch criminals) 
ordered it otherwife, for he died not long alter 
of a fit of the Cholick. 

Theodora had her Dungeons (o deep, lo pri¬ 
vate, fo remote, and lo horribly dark , the 
night, and the day were not poilibly to be dif- 
tinguifhed in them. In one of thole difina! 
places, the poor Vbot'm was kept dofe along 
time, though (I know not by what good for¬ 
tune) twice he had cfcapcd.The firlf time he got 
into the Church of our Lady (which is of prin¬ 
cipal veneration in ConJlantinople ) and threw 
hiir.fclf before the Altar » but the Emprefs ha¬ 
ving notice, fetched him out by violence, and 
recommitted him to his Dungeon. Thc lecond 
time he hid himfelf in a Vault belonging to 
S.mUa Sophia, a place of nolcfs efteem among 
the Chriltians > butlbe made no fcruple to force 
him from thence, there being no place lo (acred, 
that flic was fearful to violate, nay rather, Ihe 
boa lied and infultcd in her Sacriledgcs, were the 
places never fb holy. The People and the Clergy 
abominated her impieties, and made a thousand 
Imprecations againft her that committed them \ 
but neither the one, nor the other, had the cou¬ 
rage 
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rage to oppofe them. About three years, Biotins 
had been reclule in this manner, when the Pro¬ 
phet Zachary appeared to him in a Dream, re¬ 
quired him to elcape, and promiled his aflift- 
ahee. This Vifion having encouraged him, he 
got out of his Dungeon as he could, and having 
parted unknown thorow hundreds of his per¬ 
fect! tors, he came at length to Jerufahm, where 
(having lhaved) he took the habit of a Monk, 
and evaded the cruelty of 7 heodora. 

Bellifarius having neglected him in his pcrle- 
cutions (though he had fworn'lblemnly to a flirt 
him,and his fuflferings were only for his lake) no 
wonder if afterwards God Almighty delated 
in him all his affairs.Being a while after fent with 
ari Army againft Cofroes , King of Ptrfta, who was 
the third time ravaging the Provinces of the 
Empire, though he repelled him with hon&r 
enough, yet he was fufpefted of Treafon: For 
Belli]arms continuing in his Camp, inftcad of 
purfuing Cojroes, who in his retreat over Euphra¬ 
tes, had made himfelf Maftcrof Calliiticum ("a 
very populous City) and taken many Romans 
prifbners in it, gave occalion of jealoufie to the 
“World, That it was either want of Fidelity, or 
Courage > befidcs which milcarriages, there was 
another accident which augmented his di(grace. 
The ficknels being at that time in Conftautinople , 
and many people dying, the Emperor fell very 
ill among the reft, and a report was raifed, that 
( ho was dead: The report being general, came 
at length to the Army of BeUifayius. , and lotnc 
of the cheif Officers began to talk, That if the 

C 2 People 


C2 O) 

I’toplc of Coiijhuni /topic were permitted to cleft 
a new Emperor, they fliould run a great rifque 
of being continued in the Army, as long as they 
lived, and never fee their Countrey again. Not 
long after the Emperor recovering, the Officers 
of the Army began to impeach one another, and 
Tetei\ and John Ilellt/o affirmed, That bell/(.iritis 
and Bn fez were the Authors of that difeourfe. 
The Emprefs having heard the accufation, was 
fo highly inccnfed, that in a great pallion, flic 
lent for the chcif Officers to. come back to 
Coti'jlantinople ; Having inquired into the bull- 
nefs, and difeovered the Authors, lhe fent for 
Bnj'ez into her Clofet, pretending to (peak with 
hitn about fbmc bulinefs ot Importance : 1 here 
was a private prifon in her Palace, not to be 
come at, but by fcvcral turnings. Into that 
prilon lhe caufed Bttfez to he put, whcie the 
poor Man (though he had been Con (id.) was 
kept prifoner a longtime, before it was known 
what was become of him : lhe Dungeon was 
fo perpetually dark, he could not perceive when 
it was day, and there was no body to inform 
him, but a poor mute appointed to carry him 
his victuals, as if he had been a wilde bead > 
the whole World thought he was dead, and no 
one durft mention, either him or lus memory. 
When lie had been in this manner, as it wcie, 
buried alive, two years and four moncths, and 
•in nicer pitty was inlarged '•> lie looked like a 
'man come out of another World, loir Inscyc- 
lij’ht immediately, and began to fuller great m- 
iirmitics in all parts ot his body. „ „. rJ 
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Bel’.iftvills could not be charged with any 
crime, yet the Emprefs prevailed with her 
Husband to have him cafliicred, and put M.irthi 
over his head, to command the Army in the 
Eaft. Bclidcs,ihe divided the Command of the 
Targetters, and the Pikemen, and the Guards, 
which belonged formerly to BeHiJitr/ns , and were 
the readied and bell Difciplincd Troops in the 
whole Army,among certain of her Eunuchs,and 
Other favorites of the Court, who drew Lots for 
the command of the braved Soldiers in the Em¬ 
pire > and by degrees (lie proceeded fo far, as to 
forbid all the friends of Bel'/Jjriuf to have any 
future corrcfpondence with him. It was an 
object well worthy companion, and indeed not 
cafily to he believed to fee the Great Ikllif’trm , 
who had commanded the whole Force of the 
'liom.in Empire, and lignali'/.cd his Conduct and 
Valor in -^/L, l.nrope, and ///ivV.-z, creeping a- 
bout the facets of Conjl.nitniople alone, without 
authority, or attendance, melancholly, dejeded, 
and expeding every ftep to he knocked on the 
head.The Emprefs deputed one of her Eunuchs 
to Life, and bring toiler (Joint a vail film of 
Mcncy which Bcllifnins had hoarded in the 
Eafl. 

All which, 7 b?o4o/\i did in kin duels to /lute- 
ft'nu^ who was chcu at a ditlance with her 
Husband i for Hid loved Ant,»ii;t.i exceedingly, 
upon account of the fei vice which (he had done 
her in the defimftion o { John of C.tpp.vloai : 
So that if ever Bellifaeins was to be cafld of his 
Viifery , or readmitted ink* favor, the pooy 
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man was not only to dcfift from doing ill to 
Antonina , but to own his life to her, and make 
himfelf a perfect engine and property of her 
triumph, Belliftrins going to Court one morn¬ 
ing, according to his cuftom, to pay his devoirs 
to the Emperor, and the Emprefs (though his 
equipage was but thin, dirty, and in very ordi* 
nary Liveries) he found them very fewer and 
fevere upon him, and the Buffoons and Rafeah* 
lity of the Court, began to defpife him: At 
night he went home, but in great fear, and look¬ 
ing behind him every ftep, cxpe&ing feme 
body would have ftabbed him, When he>vas 
gpttohis houfe, he went up to his chamber, 
and in great penhvenefs he fate down upon his 
Bed : Thofc brave mafculinc thoughts which 
do ufually prefent thcmfelves to great Men, up- 
pn Rich occafions, were far from his mind j on 
the contrary, his fear had put him into afwcat, 
his terror into a trance •, and he was in as great 
confufion, as the meanclt caitiff in the World, 
Antonina knew nothing of the matter, and not 
imagining it in the leaft, was walking up and 
down the room, pretending indifpofition, to 
take off her Husband from greater fufpitions * 
when after Sun fet Qttadratus came from thp 
Palace, to the houfe of Beliifirius, and running 
up the ftairs, prefented himfelf fuddenly at his 
chamber door, and font in word he was come to 
him from the Emprefs, At the very naming-of 
the Emprefs, Kellifariuf fell down backward up¬ 
on tiie Bed, with his arms and his legs ftrctchcd 
out, and ready. to receive his doom without 
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any defence j feftrangely had his antient con* 
rage forfaken him: But Qtradratus prcl'cnta] him 
a Letter from the Emprefs which was almoit in 
thefc very terms. 

Y Ott cannot be ignorant, Bdlifuius, what y tt 
have done againjt me , and horn hit>ldy you 
have offended j but my okiigatio is to your Wife prt - 
vailed tvitb me , to pardon your crimes, ( rantyou your 
life, and give you hopes of.enjoyingyourold fortune 
for the future: But you mujl k>ton>, it is your behavior 
to Antonina that mujl give me ajjurance of your 
intentions. 

Bell/firins was tranfported with joy at the 
reading of the Letter, and being dclirous that 
Quadratic fhould be a witnefs in what manner 
lie received it, he threw himfelf down in his 
prefence, before his Wife, and embracing her 
knees, and killing her feet, lie called her his 
fafety and prefervation j protclling, that for the 
future he would own himfelf, not only her Hus¬ 
band, hut her Vaffal and Slave. Moreover, the 
Emprefs having detained Three thoufand Livers 
of Gold, out of the Run which had been taken 
from Bellifarius , flic returned him the rclt, 
which was the famcmcafurc had been ufed with 
Cilimere and Vitiges , whom he had conquered 
not long before. 

The Emperor and Emprefs had caft an ill 
eye for a long time upon the immenfe riches of 
Bellifarius , looking upon them as worthy to be 
added to their own Royal Revenue. They 
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complainedj that lie had kept to himfclf, gfeat 
part of Gilinisres and Vhide's citato, not bring* 
ing it into the Coffers of the Emperor, as a 
thing ot little or no value or concernment. 
However, they thought it not fit to difeover 
their rclcntmc'nt, bccaufe of the many great 
things lie had performed , and lcalt their me¬ 
thods llionld he blamcd%i conlifcating thcellate 
of a perfon , againft whom there was no accu- 
fution, nor any appearance of offence that might 
give any lawful occalion againft him. But the 
Emprefs knowing that he lufpedted it, and had 
loll his antient conllancy, lhe found out away 
to fccurc that cllate by an alliance, and that was 
by promifing her Grand-child Anajlaji/ts , to 
J ./>/;•, the only Daughter of Behifarins. In the 
mean time Biiujarint requefted that he might bo 
rc/iorcd to his charges, and return at the head 
of the Army, into the Eaft, to make War upon 
the King of Verjia. Antonina on the other fide 
clamored in the ears of the Emprefs, That flic 
would never content her Husband lliould return 
into thofeProvinces, where flic had fufferedfb 
many indignities, and been foharharoufly treat¬ 
ed. The contrariety of their demands obliged 
the Emperor to make Bdlifaritts Mailer of his 
HorPe, and fend him the fccond time General 
into )/.//(', but with this condition, That he 
fhould def ray the whole charge ot that War him* 
felf, without any expedtation from the Emperor. 
Some there were, whofuppofed Bcliijaritts had 
come to this agreement with his Wife, and the 
Emperor, with tlcfign, when he was out of 

Coil** 


( 

■ConflnnUnople, to put himfclf into a pofture of 
siting againft Antonina, and the reft, who had 
ufed him fo cruelly : But the event manifcftccl 
the contrary, for he forgot all that had palled, 
and inftcad of reflecting upon what he had fo- 
lenmly promifed to Pbotins , and the reft of his 
friends, he became a very Have to his Wife, and 
was moft dclperately enamored, though flie was 
already threcfcorc years of age and upwards. 
Having deferved the indignation of Heaven, he 
was no looncr in Italy , but he began to find his 
foil line adverfe. In his lirft \V r ar againft 7 bead at 
and Vitiges, though the dcligns he undertook 
(in that junlture) feemed rafh and unrcafbn- 
ablc, yet they hapned generally to fuccccd well, 
and had a very good cffelt. In his fccond, he 
was judged a Man of good conduit, and one 
who underftood how to take his mcafures a- 
right, for he had been well acquainted with the 
ftrength, and the weaknefs both of the Gotbr , 
and of Italy •, but when things declined, and 
failed of the fuccefs that was cxpcltcd, the 
World began to quarrel with him, and his con¬ 
duit, and lie was ft) unhappy, as to confirm 
them by his future mifearriage. Certainly the 
affairs of Man are not regulated by their own 
Rcafbn (whole hounds arc too narrow and con¬ 
tracted) but by the Wiftlotn and Providence of 
God, who governs them as lie plcafcs, though 
force ('eyho arc fpedtators of events, but know 
nothing of their caufes) would attribute all to 
Fortune > but of that, let evc$y one argue a> 
he plcafcs. 
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After his fecond expedition into Italy, Belli - 
farm was forced to return with diflionor, hay¬ 
ing been five years (as I have (aid clfwherc) in 
diftrcfs, not knowing where to be fccure, or 
retire with his Troops. Jotila, how defirous 
fo ever he (hewed himfclf to come to an engage¬ 
ment, could never bring him to a Battles (o 
great was the terror, as well in himfclf, as his 
Army : So that inftead of rc-eftablifhing the 
Emperors Affairs in Italy (which were in an ill 
condition) he loft Rowe, andfcvcral other pla¬ 
ces before his face. 

In all this War, the Emperor fupphed him 
not with one farthing of Money , which put 
him upon, groat exactions in infomuch* 

that his thoughts were wholly applied to the 
tailing of Money. He (lead (as a man may fay) 
all the Sicilians, the Inhabitants of Ravenna , 
and indeed all Italy belidcs: For of all who had 
the misfortune to‘fall under his power, there was 
fcarce one that cfcapcd the tyranny of his ex¬ 
tortion , but he made him pay, and (bmetimes 
for things done before he was born. At this rate 
he would have dealt with Herodian , he preffed 
him for Money, and preffed him with all man¬ 
ner of threats > but Herodian choCc rather to de¬ 
liver up Spoletto (where he was Governor^) to 
the Goths , not regarding the Fidelity which he 
had fworn to the Emperor. 

I think it not improper, in this place, to give 
an account ot the difference which broke out 
about this time, betwixt Bellifarius and his Ne¬ 
phew John, the fon of Vitalian * which differ¬ 
ence' 
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cnce was thecaufe of great Ioffes to the Empire 
of Rome. The Emprefs had fo great an avcrlion 
for Hermanns, and diffembled it (o little, that no 
body durft ally themfelves with him, though he 
was the Emperors Brothers Son. In (hort, he 
had (everal Sons, but none of them could marry 
whileft Theodora was living: He had a Daughter 
likcwife called Jufihta, which was already 
eighteen years of age, and unmarried, where¬ 
upon Hermanns was conftraincd topropofc a 
match betwixt the (aid Daughter, and John , 
whom Bellifarius had fent to Constantinople , 
though indeed in condition Bellifarius was much 
inferior to Germanus. The overture being ac¬ 
cepted, it was thought neccffary by matualand 
inviolable Oaths, to oblige one another to ufe all 
polTtble means to confummate the match » for 
they were jealous on both fidcs, John , becaufc 
the Lady was above his quality *, and Hermanns t 
becau(e if he loft him, he defpaired of another. 
The Emprefs inraged at this alliance, plaid them 
a hundred tricks to have broke it off , but find¬ 
ing all of them fail, and that her menaces were 
not able to divert them, (lie (ignified to John, 
that his life was in danger: Whereupon having 
order to return into Italy , he had no farther 
communication with Bellijarius , whileft Antinona 
was with him in Italy , apprehending (with good 
realbn) the defigns of that wicked Woman* for 
it was too probable, and not irrational for him 
to fufpeft, that the Emprefs had given her order 
to make him away, and it was the more credible 
(onlidering the nature of Antonina , and the 
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fo'ndnefs of Belli firm, who indulged his Wife 
in what ever fhe delired > fo much was his love, 
beyond all limits of reafon. 

This fear being grounded upon fo many ap¬ 
pearances of truth, made a deep imprcllion in 
the mind of John. From that time the affairs of 
the Emperor went utterly to wreck, as want¬ 
ing a perfon that was able to buoy them s for 
Bellifarius, finding the Goths cxtrcamly fuccefsful, 
and advance in all their undertakings, he ddired 
liberty to return out of Italy s which being 
granted by the Emperor, he took his leave ot 
the Roman Troops without any trouble, and in¬ 
deed of all Italy i the greatcll part of which, 
he left in the hands of the Goths. V cruft was 
at that time diltrdfed by a long liege, and being 
taken whilcft he was in his journey to Conjt iu- 
tpiople , it endured all the miferics to which 
Towns that arc taken by Affault, arc ufually ex- 
pofed : But the State was not unhappy alone, 
pelhfcirim had his private misfortunes in his own 
family. The Emprefs ‘Ihen dor a employed the 
utmoft of her power to accomplifh the match 
betwixt her Grand (on Anafafins^ and the Daugh- 
tcrof Bellifarius , obliging him to write continu¬ 
ally to her Parents to expedite the bulincls. 1 he 
Parents to gain him, ddired it might be pro- 
traded till they returned to Conjlantiuojde. The 
Emprefs fufpeding their dciign, commanded 
them back, but they ddired to be cxcufed, and 
wrote word they could not llir out of Italy. She 
perceived their cunning immediately, and fec- 
ipg Bcll/J'arius, had. no other children, and that: 
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his daughter would infallibly be heir to his 
cflate, flic rcfolvcd Anajiafms fliould have her, 
let it colt what it would > for flic began now to 
he jealous of Antonina , and not to place that 
confidence in her as formerly, apprehending, 
Thatasfoon as flic was dead, Antonina would 
forget the friendfliip flic had (liown her in all 
her exigences, and abandoning the Intercftsof 
her family, break olf all the leagues and engage¬ 
ments betwixt them. 

Thcfc coniidcrations put her upon an enter- 
prife full of wickcdncls and impiety. She lodged 
the daughter in the fame Chamber with Anajia- 
/»#*, contrary to all Modclly, and facrcd Ordi¬ 
nance : It was reported at the fame time, that 
he had violated her privately, that the Emperor 
might not oppofe himfclf again.it' the Wedding, 
when it was fo far advanced, as the lots of her 
virginity. After which, Auafiafius having con¬ 
tinued with her about eight moncths, they be¬ 
gan to love one another, and their pallion to 
grow ardent and flrong. 

W hen Antonina arrived at Conftantinnple , and 
the Emprefs was dead, flic pretended to be ig¬ 
norant of vvliat bad palfcd, and not regarding 
what might belaid to the difhonor of her daugh¬ 
ter ffo flic could find her another match) fhe 
forced her to renounce Anajtafms ? which ren¬ 
dered her the moll perfidious Woman upon the 
Earth : Yet all that could not hinder, but flic 
got Bellifarius of her fide, when he returned out 
of Italy.' This it was which gave the World a 

perfect view of his humor and fpii it. When he 
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brake his engagements with Phoiius , and the 
reft of his friends, he was eafily pardoned, be- 
caufe it Was not thought fo much the charms of 
his Wife, as the fear of the Empreft, that made 
him violate his oaths. But when the faid Em- 
ptefs was dead, it was obferved, that inftead 
of thinking upon Pbotiut , and the reft, he fub- 
mitted himfelf intirely to the dilates of his 
Wife, and her confident CaligomtSy he began to 
be defpifed, as a man of no courage, and to be 
laughed at as a fool. And thefe to {peak freely, 
were the fruits of Belli farm. 

What Sergius the Son of Bacchus performed 
In Afrtck* I have mentioned elfwhere *» and it 
waS he who was the caufe of the diforders in 
that Countrey. He paired his Parole to the Len- 
cathianSy arid Confirmed it by a folemn oath up¬ 
on the Evangelifts, and yet made no fcruple to 
break it. He caufed fourfeore of their Commit 
lioners, lent to him about their affairs, .to be 
fobbed, when there wasnottheleaft fufpition 
of any evil defign *> yet he invited them to 
dinner, and caufcd them all to be flain, without 
any care or reflexion upon his oath: And this 
was the caufe, not only of the death of Salomon , 
but of the Iofs of the Africans , and Imperial 
Forces. 

After the death of Salomon , the remaining 
Generals and Armies (hew no great defire to 
fight, efp.ccially John, the fon of Sifinins , who 
appeared not upon any occafion, till Ariobindns 
arrived in Africk. This was an effed of their 
hatred to Sergius , for bolides that, he was nice. 
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and effeminate, and without courage \ he Was 
young, impertinent, angry with the whole 
World, and infupportably proud. But having 
married the Ncice of Antonina , Wife to Bel lift- 
tins, the Emprcfs would not fuffer him to be 
queftioned, nor permit her Husband to turn 
him out of his Government of Africk* though 
it was vifible enough, his affairs in that Province 
were in danger of ruine. She obtained likewife, 
that the Emperor dilmiffed and pardoned his 
young Brother Salomon for the murder of Paga- 
jius, which hapned as follows. 

Pagafius having redeemed Salomon , paid his 
ranfom to the Lencathianr , and brought the 
Barbarians home, returned to Carthage with 
Salon, my and a few Soldiers in his company. By 
the way he remonftrated to Salomon the wrong 
he had done, in having committed (b great an 
offence, and that he ought to remember, That 
he was delivered out of the hands of his ene¬ 
mies by a particular providence. Salomon con¬ 
ceiving he had reproached him as a Have, and 
being exafperated, killed him upon the place, to- 
requite what he had done for him in faving 
his life» and when he came to Confiantinophy 
the Emperor difeharged him of the fa&,and gave 
Him his pardon in writing. As loon as he was 
cleared of that danger, Salomon departed to fee 
his friends in the E^ft > but by an evident 
punilhmcnt InflicfFcd by Divine Juftice, he died 
by the way. 

This being the paflage betwixt ¥ agafins and 
Salomon y I (hall return now to Theodora and 
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Jujliaaiatty and give an account of theiir hufnofs,! 
their manner of conduit, and by what methods - 
of Tyranny they a (Hinted the Empire of Home* 

Leo being in the Throne of the Empire, three , 
young Men of lllyritm , called Zhnarque , 'Tti-, 
bifte , and Juft in (born in Bederiane, and ac- 
cuftomed to walk up and down the World ) to 
avoid the extream poverty which they buffered, 
took a refolution to put thcmfelves. into the 
Army, and came on foot to Conftantinople , each 
of them with an old nafty Coat on his back, and 
nothing with them but a few Biskct for their 
voyage. The Emperor having received. them, 
into pay, put them into his Gardes du Corps, be- 
caufc.they were very proper and pcrfbnablc 
men. When Leo was dead, and the Empire de¬ 
volved upon /tnaftafuis, he fent a brave Army 
linger the command of John de Vojju, againft 
the lft'attrians who were in Rebellion. After fomc 
few days march, the (aid General caufcd Juft in 
to be clapped in prifon, upon fomc enormity* 
withdclign to have had him executed the next 
day : But ( as the (aid Bofl'u confcflcd many 
times fincc) he was diverted by a Vifion, 
which appeared to him in the night, in the 
fhape of a more then ordinary Man, requiring 
him to fet him at liberty, whom he had com¬ 
mitted the day before. When awaked, he 
regarded not his Viiion, and though it appeared 
again the next night, he took no more, notice of 
it then before ; But the third night being vifit- 
ed again, the Vifion threatned him more fiercely . 
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then formerly, and told him, That when time 
ferved, there would be great ufe of the prifoner, 
and his friends, and fb commanded him to difc 
charge him, or he would make him fenfiblcof 
his difpleafure j and by this means Jiftin was 
preferved. In procefs of time, the faid Juft in 
carne into great credit with the Emperor /Imifta- 
fiin, who gave him the command of Ins Guards, 
by whom after the death of Anajlafms , he was 
chofen Emperor of Home , though he was fo old 
he was quite grey , and (which never hapned 
to the Romans before) fb ignorant, he knew not 
one Letter of the Book i infomuch, That it be¬ 
ing the cufiom for the Emperors to write all 
their Warrants under their own hands, he could 
neither write, nor fubferibe them, but left it to 
Vrocbus his Queftor, who was continually with 
him, and gave out what Orders he pleafed. That 
the Emperors hand might appear to every 
thing that was ordered , one of his Officers 
found out this invention > He took a piece of a 
Board, and fhaving it very thin, he caufcd the 
Letters of the Emperors name to be cut tho» 
row in Latinc Chara&ers •, and when it was 
finiffied, clapped it upon the Paper , where the 
Order was written, and giving die Pen to the 
Emperor, another took him by the hand, and 
guided it in the cuts, till his name was fub- 
feribed i after which they retired, and their Or¬ 
ders were compleat, and in this manner Ju\lin 
governed the Empire. His Wife (called Lupi- 
tina) had been a flave, was born a Barbarian, 
and having been bought by Juftin, and ferved 
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him a long time in the nature of a Concubine, 
he married her, and (he lived with him to his 
dying day. Juftin was not capable of doing his 
Subjects cither good or hurt» for he was a Man 
of extraordinary ftupidity and (btti(hnc(s, and 
extraordinary brutifli. But Juftinian his Sifters 
Son, who was young, and governed the State, 
brought more and greater evils upon the Em¬ 
pire, then were ever mentioned in all the Hifto- 
ries of former times. He made no fcruplc of 
fcqueftring any mans eftate, nor murdering any 
mans perfon , and could without any remorfe 
give orders for the putting to death a great mul¬ 
titude of innocent pcrlons at once. He never 
executed the refolutions that were taken, but 
on tHe contrary was fo great a lover of Novelty^ 
that he delighted to (ubvert and undo all things 
that were well ordered, with a word. During 
his Reign, as I have faid before in my other 
Books) there hapned. fo great a contagion 
quite thorow his Dominions , that few or 
none cfcapcd who were infedted, and fewor 
none cfcapcd without infedfion : But as to the 
Tyranny of there was {carcc a Sub^ 

jedt of the whole Homan Empire but had had 
feme experiment of it. This unhappy Prince 
(as if he had been fent down from Heaven as 
a Plague upon his People) put (orocof them to 
death in a criminal way s and others he kept a- 
livc, hut in fiich deplorable poverty, theyde- 
lircd a thoufand times to be delivered ty the 
greateft puniflunent lie could inflidf. Not con¬ 
tented that lie had ruined and fub verted the 
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Homan Empire, he itnployed his Armies for 
the Conqucft of Italy and Afric^ to involve 
thole two brave Countrcys in the fame cala¬ 
mities which he had brought upon the other 
Provinces that had (ubmittea to his Dominion. 
He was (carce ten days in Authority, before he 
put Amantiut to death (who was thecheif of 
the Court Eunuchs) and many othersj upon no 
other grounds, but becaufe they had fpoke too 
liberally againft Jobn^ the Patriarch of Confian- 
tinople , which made him afterwards the tnoft 
terrible Man in the World. About the fame 
time he font for the Tyrant Vitalian , promifod 
him (in the Emperors name ) fincere amity, 
obliged him to embrace the Chriftian Religion i 
but growing jealous of him afterwards, and fuf- 
pedfing he was not true to his interefts, he caufcd 
him, and all his Relations and Friends to be 
(tabbed in the middle of the Court without 
the leaft compundfion for the breacli of his 
Faith, which is a (acred thing among all 
Men. 

As I have faid before, there were at that time 
two contrary fadfions among the people s of 
which, having gained the Venotes, and man¬ 
aged them along while, he had all the liberty 
he could defire tQu moleft and diforder every 
thing as he pleafed i fo that having found the 
Homan Empire declining, he eafily finifhed its 
deftrudtion , though the tnoft feditious of that 
patty, who forved him in the execution of his 
tyrannical defigns, have pafled lince for the 
tnoft moderate of all Men, becaufe they did not 
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abufe that liberty to do mifeheif, which was 
given them, as they might have done. Thole 
of the oppofite party ( which was called the 
faction of the Vrajbiiani ) committed fcvcral 
murders and outrages as they had opportunity, 
and it was in their power, though from time to 
time, fome of them filtered privately very cruel 
puiiifluntfnts, which did but animate the reft i 
for it is frequently lecn, that injury docs but ex- 
afperatc, and provoke people to betake them- 
Jclvcs to force > and the delire of revenge car¬ 
ries them on to fuch ill actions as they would 
not do, had they pot been irritated before. The 
Vnicies having got the priority, the Roman Em¬ 
pire was utterly overturned, and all things put 
into confulion without poflibility ot recovery. 
The Cities and Towns were ruined, as it they 
had been pillaged by an Enemy, or destroyed by 
fome Earthquake or Inundation > all things ran 
into molt defperate diforder. Jutticc and the 
Laws were quite out ot foicc, the face or the 
Government wasintircly changed , and m a lit¬ 
tle time all things ran headlong to mine. The 
factions beganto be effeminate, to take delight 

in their Hair, and to cut it after a mode that 
was quite new to the Romans \ they fhaved not 
their Beards as formerly, hut differed them to 
,, ro w long like the Perfiaus > they fhaved the 
forepart of their Head to their very Temples, 
leaving it thick as pollible behind,aftcr the man¬ 
ner of the Map^ts > and this kind of cut they 
called 'lhc A Ule'of the Hum. They made them- 
fllvcs rich Cloaths, embroidered very magni- 
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ficently, and more coftly by far then their con¬ 
ditions would bear, bad not the Money they had 
gotten by their Violences, furnifhed them with’ 
wherewithal. The Sleeves of their Vdts were 
extream ltrait at their Wrills, but from thence 
to their Sliolders, ^hey were extraordinary wide, 
infoimich, that when upon the Theater, or in 
the Circus when they Itretched forth their 
hands, cither in fpcaking thcmfelves, or in¬ 
citing of others, they expofed that part of the 
Body, that Sots and fools might be induced to 
believe it was thcllrength and greatnefs of their 
Arm, which obliged them to wear them to largc,^ 
not perceiving that the vacuity and widened of 
the Sleeve, did rather difeover the fmalnefs of 
their Limbs. They took alfo the Doublet and 
the Hofc, and fcvcral other talhions ifroni the 
Huns , and gave them the names which they 
retain Hill among the people. At Hrtt they car¬ 
ried Daggers privately under their Coats, and 
meeting in little troops asfoon as day was Unit 
in, they took their Polls, pofleted thcmfelves 
of the corners of the Streets, robbed all that 
palt by, took away their Cloaks, their Beks,' 
their Gold Buckles, or what ever cite they 
thought convenient for them. Some they killed ‘ 
after they had robbed them , that they might 
tell no tales, nor difeover who had wronged 
them. All people were fellow futerers in tlitTe' 
exorbitances, but cfpecially tliofe who were not 
of the faction of the I'enetes \ finding the/ 
gould not do otherwife fccurcly, they began to 
\year Clafps and Buckles of Copper upon their 
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Pelts, and their Cloaths were made meaner 
then perhaps their qualities did require, lcaft 
the richnefs of their habits might bring their 
lives into danger, and every one went home be¬ 
fore night, for fear of ambuthments by the way, 
Thefe mifeheifs increafcd every day, and the 
feditious grew more infblent, becaufe the Ma- 
giftratesof the Town punifhed not the guilty » 
fo that crimes increafed eafily, by the fecurity of 
committing them » for they were not fevere 
enough in their corredtions to reach at the 
Root, and many were hurried into them by 
the impetuofity of their natures. And this was 
the behavior of the Venetes'-, for the other 
fa&ion, moft of them changed their party, to 
revenge themfelves in their particular quarrels; 
Some hid themfelves where they could, others 
were mafTacred by their Enemies, or died of the 
punifhments which the Magiftrate inflidfed. A 
good party of youth of the Town Joyned-them- 
felves with that fa&ion, not for any inclination 
to them for their power, but becaufe the vigor 
of their age, and the liberty they affedled, 
prompted them thereto: There was no fort of 
crime uncommitted in thefe times, nor none 
fhat was committed, was punifhed as it ought, 
At firfl they flew only fuch as were of the con¬ 
trary fa&ion i but by degrees they fpared no 
body, but killed the innocent, and tho.fc who 
had never offended them. They fuffered them- 
fclves to be hired for Money to murder the Ene-r 
pnies of other People, and their pretence was, 
TThat they vyere of the faction of the Prafmians , 
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though they knew the contrary: They did not’ 
hide themfelves now to do their villanics as be' 
fore* They waited not till night as they had 
formerly done, but committed their cruelties at 
noon day, in the midft of the Town, and in 
the prefence of the inoft confidcrable Perfons i 
and they needed not toabfeond, for they were 
fo far from fearing corrcdtion, That they cftectn- . 
cd it a great honor and reputation to them, 
when they could kill a poor unarmed man, 
which they met by accident in their way, at a 
fingle blow. During tlicfe difbrders, no man 
was fecure of his life, every man was in danger 
every moment > no time, no place could pro- 
tcdlthem, for the factions cut the throats of 
whom they pleafed in the molt facred of their 
Temples, and during the moft folemnof their 
Ceremonies. No man could truft cither his 
Kinred or Friends, for commonly they murder¬ 
ed moft of them who trufted them too eafily. 
No accufation nor procefs was made out againft 
any man, and a million of perfons were de- 
ftroyed without any oppolition , and no body 
went about to fuccor or relieve them. The Laws 
loft all their authority, Contradfs were void, 
and unprofitable , and all things were decided 
with violence and confufion. In fhort, the 
Roman Empire degenerated into a kind of mu- 
tuable tyranny, fubjedt every day to change 
and inuovation. The great Men were cowed, 
and dejedted like fo many flavcs, and all for the 
fear of one Man. The Judges determined not 
of their Caufcs according to Law, but as the 
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parties were beloved or hated by the faCfions > 
for it was as much as the Judges life was worth, 
to rejeCf the orders of the Venetes , or neglect to 
obey them. Several Creditors were forced to 
deliver up their Securities to their Debtors, and 
lofe all that they had lent them. Others were 
forced to manumit their (laves, young Gentle¬ 
men of the beft Families of the City being of 
the faCHons, forced Moneys from their own 
Parents, and conftraincd fevcral Women to 
fubmit to the brutifh appetites of their (laves. 
Children even in light of their Parents, were 
forced to fuffer the effeCts of the brutality of 
the feditious , and'married Women were no 
more exempted then they. It was reported, 
that fome of thefe factions having met a Wo¬ 
man in no extraordinary habit, who was crofs- 
ing the Water with her Husband in^little Boat, 
to go into the Suburbs on the other fide, they 
forced her out of the arms of her Husband into 
their Boat. The Woman whifpered her Hus¬ 
band in the ear, and advifed him not to be conr 
cerned, or (ear that (he would do any thing unr 
worthy of her, for (he was refolvcd not to per¬ 
mit any thing that might have reflexion upon 
his honor» and a while after, as he was com¬ 
plaining to himfelf, and following her with tears 
in his eyes, (he threw her felf over board, and 
was drowned. 

The violences ufed by the feditious in Con - 
ftantinople, did not fo much exafperatethe fpirits 
of the people, as what Juft 'nmn himfelf did 
againft the State > for the forrows of the affliCf- 
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ed are much diminifhed, wliilft they have hopes 
Qf revenging themfelves on their unjult perfe- 
cuiors by the help of the Magiftrate. In efleCf, 
when hope keeps up the heart, prefent miferies 
art eafily fupported : But when we areperfe- 
cuted by the Prince himfelf, who has all the 
power in his own hands, our fuftcrings are more 
fenfible, and we are more prone to defpair, be- 
caufe we have no hopes left to be revenged. 
Ju\\iman was not only culpable in neglecting 
the cries of the diflrefled , but that in fight of 
the whole World he gave protection to the 
young men of the fedition, would have all peo¬ 
ple know it, gave them vatt eltates, had many 
of them about him in his train, and advanced 
foinc of them to the dignity of Magiflrates. In 
the fame manner as things were carried in Con- 
jlautinoph , they were managed in the fmallefi: 
villages > Co that it was like a Plague, which 
having begun in the capital City , di flu fed it 
felf,* and ravaged the whole Empire, without 
any concernment in the Emperor, who took no 
notice of what was perpetrated in the Circus un¬ 
der his very Nofc i (o flrangely (ottifh was he 
grown. Jujiinian having ncglcCtcd his affairs, 
put every thing in diforderj no (ooner did he find 
hitnfelf in the Throne of* the Empire , but he 
made it his whole bufinefs to drain and exhauft 
the publick Trcafurcs which lie had in his hand. 
For befides the great expcncc which he was at 
for the reception of the Huns , who came frer 
quently to vifit him, he gave them large pre- 
fonts when they went away, from that time. 
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the Provinces under the Roman Dominion were 
fubjed to the frequent inroads of the Barbarians^ 
who returned often for their riches» for after 
they had once tailed the fweetnefs of them, they 
would never be without them. He took a fancy 
to expend vaft fums of Money in building of 
Moles, and Stovadocsof prodigious extent, to 
break the force of the waves, and with immenfe 
pieces of Stone to put bounds to the Sea, and 
by force of his Money, to compel that Element 
to a fence of his Empire. He fequeftred the 
eftates of particular perfbns, and fqueezed them 
into his own Coffers, charging fome with imagi¬ 
nary crimes, and perfwadirig others, that they 
had given him their eftates. Some to fave them- 
felves from death, having been accufed of Par- 
racides and Murders,and other fi&itious crimes, 
gave all they had to the Emperor. Others in 
fuit with their Neighbors, and finding it was 
like to go againft them in fpight of their Law* 
yers, made over their right to their Prince,cftly 
to make themfelvcs known to him, and pleafe 
him, who took all without giving them a far¬ 
thing > by which unjuft kind of Champerty they 
many times ruined their adverfarics, when they 
thought 'themfelvcs fecure. His ftature was 
neither too great nor too little, well proportion¬ 
ed, and rather inclinable to be fat > his face was 
round and comely, his complexion was frefti, 
and fome times when he had eaten nothing in 
two days. In a word, he was very like the Em¬ 
peror Vomitian ( Son to the Great Vefyafian ) 
whofe ill deeds were Co terrible among the Ro¬ 
mans, 
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mans, that their hatred continued after they had 
torn him in pieces » and by an A<ft" of the Senate 
it was commanded, That he fhould not be men¬ 
tioned in any future Record , and that all his 
ftatues fhould be deftroyed > and their command 
was fo well executed,' That there is not to be 
feen in Rowe'any infeription of his name, unlcfs 
in fiich places where he is numbred among the 
other Emperors, nor docs there remain in the 
wholeRontatt Empire, any of his ftatues except 
one, which was left upon this following occa- 
fion. 

Vomitian had a Princcfs to his Wife, fo ho¬ 
norable and good, fhe never did mifeheif, nor 
fo much as offended any perfon alive, and al¬ 
ways difapproved the crimes of her Husband > 
fo that being exceedingly beloved, after the 
| death of Vomitian , the Senate fent for her, gave 
her leave to make her demands, and promifed 
to grant them without difficulty. Thcvcrtuous 
Lady defired liberty to bury the Body of her 
Husband, and erett a ftatuc of Brafs tor him, 
where fhe fhould think it convenient, and the 
Senate complying, fhe contrived that of which 
I fpeak, to leave to poftcrity a Monurant of 
the cruelty of thofc perfons who made away her 
Husband: She caufed the pieces of his Body to 
be found out, and having joyned and placed 
them in order as well as fhe could, fhe (hewed 
them to the Statuaries, who taking his Mold, 
caft him afterwards in Brafs, and fhe caufed it 
to be letup attire Foot of the Mountain of the 
Capitol, on the right hand as you come from 
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the Palace: And this is the only ftatuc in being, 
that gives us any remembrance, either of the 
Vifagc, or Fortune of Vomitian. By obferving 
of this flatue, one may fee the proportion and 
features of Jujlinian: His manners would be 
troubleiome to deferibe exadfly, and I qucltion 
whether I could do it or no. 

He was crafty, and yet eafic to be deceived * 
fo that he might be faid to be cunning and 
weak, both together: He never told, nor figni- 
fied any thing that was true, to any who had 
bufinefs with him > but by the malignity of his 
nature, he endeavored to circumvent every 
body, though he himfelf was continually cx- 
pofed to the fallacies of other people. This was 
the ridiculous temper of Jttftinian, in whom I 
find verified what a Pcripatetick Philofopher 
maintained formerly, 7h.it at contrary colours 
accord well enough when they are mingled in the 
Paint , fo contrary qualities do in the nature of Man • 
And to fpcak what I found in him to be true, 
Jujlinian diffembled fo perfectly well, that there 
was no man concealed his fentiments fo well, 
conduced a fraud with more dexterity, a&cd 
fo fubtilly in every thing, and put a better coun¬ 
tenance upon his anger and indignation : He 
had no need of the afllftance of joy or of grief, 
to bring the tears into his eyes, having fome of 
them ready in referve upon every occalion > 
though he cheated by continued falfhoods, yet 
it was with premeditation. When he had parted 
his Parole, and fet his hand to what he had pro • I 
mifed and contra&cd \vith bis Subjcdfs, Jie | 
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brtfkc all without any remorfc, as audacioufly 
as thofe flaves who arc forced only by threats 
to the performance of their promifes: He was 
inconllant to his friends, and inexorable to his 
Enemies; He was equally greedy of Blood and 
of Money: He was a great lover of novelty 
and troubles: He was cafdy perfwaded when 
any mifeheif was to be done, but obftinate and 
immovable to any adfion that was good: He 
was excellent at inventing new crimes, but the 
name of vertue he abhorred. Thcfc were his 
defers, belides other vices (which I omit) and 
he furpaffed in fuch fort the common Impiety of 
Man, that it might be faid, There was drawn 
what ever was bad out of the reft ot mankind, 
to make in his perfon a perfeft compoijtion of 
wickcdncfs : For bolides what I have laid, his 

car was always open to Informers and Tray tors, 
and he impofed great penalties and punifhmciits 
upon fuch as were accufcd: He never undcr- 
llood any caufc that lie judged, but contenting 
himfelf with the accufation, he gave fcntcnce 
without any rcafon, and many times by one 
I ingle word under his hand , he gave orders 
( fuddcnly ) that Towns fhould be ruined , 
Cities fhould be burned , and whole Coun- 
treys over-run i fo that ii one would exa¬ 
mine all that has hapned in the! Ionian Empiie 
from its foundation, and compare it with this 
age, he would findc more murders committed 
by Jnjlinians order or permillion , then in all 
the ages before him: He ingroffed the Eftatcs 
of other people with incredible avarice : He fe- 
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quieftred them without any pretence, and when 
he had them in his power, he thought of them 
no more ^ but gave them away in extravagant 
largefles to the Barbarians , -or fpent them in 
ridiculous buildings > and to conclude in few 
words , He had no Money himfelf, and would 
fuffer no body eUe to have any, difeovering in 
that, that it was not covetoufncfs alone which 
excited him to thofe things, but malice and 
envy v fo that having exhaufted the whole 
Treafurc of the Empire, he was occafion of 
the univerfal impoverifhment of the 'whole 
World. And this as near as I could, is the 
Chara&er of Juftintan , if he may be deferibed 
by the Pen. 

I (hall now fpeak of his Wife, and give an 
account of her birth, education, manners, and 
by what accident (he came to be Emprefs, and 
how (he aflillcd the Emperor towards the de- 
ftrudHon of the Empire. There was at Coujlan - 
tinople a Man called Acacius, who had the charge 
of the Beafts, which the Fadtion of the Trafini - 
ntts caufcd to ‘be kept for the (hews in the 
Amphiteater. This Acacius died of theficknefs, 
under the Raign of Anaftatius , leaving behind 
him three Daughters, Cnmitotte , Theodora, and 
Anajiatia \ the cldctt not above feven years old. 
Their Mother finding her felf a Widow, began 
to look out for another Husband , who might 
manage her affairs at home, and exercifeher 
charge » but Afterius being fuperintendant of 
the (hows which the Prafinians made , and be¬ 
ing bribed by Money, took her Husbands office 
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ftom her, and gave it to him who had corrupted 
him > for thofe places are perquifites to the fu- 
perintendants, and depend wholly upon them. 
The Mother of Theodora feeing the people af* 
ferobled one day, to behold the combat of the 
Beafts, prefented her three Daughters before 
them with Crowns of Flowers upon their 
Heads, ?nd Bracelets of the fame, and begged 
of thenrf that tfiiey would continue their Fathers 
office to them > but the Prafutiatts refufed it by 
common confcnt. On the other fide the V*ernes 
having loft the officer which had the care of their 
Beafts, gave it to the Mother, and her three 
Daughters, to recompcnce what they had loft 
with the Prafwians. The Mother finding her 
fell:' re-eftabliflied, prefented her Daughters up¬ 
on the Stage one after another, as they grew 
up, and occafion was offered. Comitone the elded 
was already famous among the reft of the Cour- 
tifans j and Theodora the fecond, waited upon 
her as her Maid with little Sleeves, and fliort 
Coats, carrying her chair upon her back when 
her fitter went into company. But when (he 
carne to maturity, and her beauty began to be 
celebrated, her Mother devoted her to the Thea¬ 
ter., and a while after (he took her place among 
the Courtifans , which the Antients called the 
Barefeet , (for (he played not upon the Flute, or 
any other Inftrumcnt, nor fung, but proftituted 
her felf indifferently to all people that (he met) 
at length (lie afTociated with a company of Play¬ 
ers, where flieperfbnated all people, and repre- 
fented Farces, and fucli kind of Comical Diver- 
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tifements, for (lie was naturally very pleafant^ 
and fpoke things very well > fo that in a fliort 
time lhe drew the Eyes of the whole World up¬ 
on her, and efpecially, bccaufe having no fiiame, 
nor vcrtue , (he afted any part, how unhand- 
fome focvcr* She was of fuch a conftitution, 
fiiq could take any injury or affront, and having' 
complained to the full, (lie would change her 
note, and laugh as if her heart would break* 
For this caufe, when civil or vertuous people 
met her in the Palace or the Streets, they turn¬ 
ed another way to avoid her, lead approaching 
her, or by accident touching but her cloaths, 
they fiiould have participated of her debauche¬ 
ries ■> and they who encountered her in the 
morning, looked upon it as an ill Omen, and 
expected no good the following day ? flic had a 
mortal animolity againlt all Women of her own 
profdlion. 

This being her life for fbmc time, (lie came 
into Syria with Heccbolm of Tyre, Governor of 
TentapolU as an inftrument of his pleafures > 
but tome difference falling out, he turned her 
olf, and difmilfed her. Falling afterwards into 
dilirefs, her neccllities obliged her to her old 
way of proflitution. At Hrlt Hie came to Alex¬ 
andria , aftewards (having pra&ifed quite tho- 
row the Eaft) die arrived at Coitllantinnple , ha¬ 
ving cxercifed a profdlion that cannot with 
modedy be named nay, the Devil fb wrought 
with her, that there was not a place in the 
whole Empire where 7 beodora had not left the 
marks of her immodedy. 

Being 
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Being educated in this manner, and her con¬ 
vention being agreeable, fire became the moft 
famous of all Women that ever were debauched. 
Slit: had not been long at Conjlantitiople , before 
Jitjlinian fell mod defperately in love with her. 
At firft he entertained her only as a Mifi, though 
lie preferred her to the dignity of a Patrician •* 
The fondnefs of Jujlittian (to whofe pleafures 
flie devoted her felf wholly) made her way ealic 
to a mod eminent degree of authority, and to 
the amafling and heaping up immenfe riches in 
a very fhort time » for (according to the cudom 
of tliofe Lovers, whofe Paldon is extravagant) 
lie gave her what ever die deiired, and fhedc- 
fired what ever was to be given, and the redun¬ 
dancy of her wealth added new fcwcl to his 
flames. < 

This was the Theodora , which was Jttjlinians 
colleague in the definition of the State, and 
the mine of the People, not in Conjiantinople a- 
lonc, but in all places under the Roman Domi¬ 
nion, and the rather, bccaufe being both of the 
party of the Venetes , they had put the Govern¬ 
ment into the hands of that fadlion , though 
indeed the evil was delayed for fomc time by 
this following accident. 

Jttjlinian was furprifed with along, and te¬ 
dious ficknefs, and it was reported in many pla¬ 
ces he was dead. During hisindifpolition, that 
fation committed all the exorbitancies afore- 
faid, and they proceeded fo far as to kill a per- 
fon of quality, called Hypatm , in the very 
Church of S. Sophia : The wickednefs of that 
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a&ion put the people into an uproar, they af- 
femhled, and went in a tumultuous manner to 
the Emueror Jupn, (glad with all their hearts, 
that they had an opportunity, in which theab- 
fenceof Ju\tiuuu , permitted them to complain 
of the violences which they had fufFered, and 
what miferies he had brought upon, others. ) 
This addrefs of the people prevailed with.the 
Emperor to fend Orders to the Governor of the 
City called 1 b:odat»s Cucurbit inns , to inquire 
into the bufinefs, and bring the offenders to 
punifhmcnt.Hc obferved his orders very punctu¬ 
ally, for having made inquilition, and taken 
fome of the oflenders, he caufed them to be 
punifhed according to the feverity of the Law > 
fome laved their lives by hiding themfclvcs in 
Dens and by places, and were referved to perifh 
afterwards with the Empire it fclf. Jujtinhn 
recovering miraculoully ot hisdil’tcmper, con- 
fpired againft i b coclot ns , and accufcd him of 
Magick ? but failing in that dciign, by violence 
and tortures lie conftraincd one of his friends 
to bring in a falfe accufation againll him. The 
bufinefs coming before the Senate, and no body 
daring tooppofethe vnjufi: dciigns of Juftinhn , 
it had like to have gone ill with him ? for every 
body was fearful to fpeak his judgment, and 
they thought it fuffeient to condole the mis¬ 
fortune of 'lbeodotuf whom Juft ini an had fworn 
to deflroy. But Proclus the Queftor, judged 
him innocent by his authority, and maintained 
that he was not worthy of death? fothat all 
Jnjlini.in could obtain, was his banifhment out 
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of Conjlantiiiople , and to have him lent to Jew* 
falem , where having notice that there were plqtit 
again!! his life, he was forced to betake himfclj 
to a Monaftery where he died ; And tliefc were 
the affairs of Tbeudetw. 

The Factious after this, became the moft 
moderate people in the World, for they made 
no ufe of the liberty they had at that time (more 
then ever before) ot doing what mifeheif they 
pleafed > in fhort, a while after feveral affi¬ 
liations were committed, but none punifhed • 
for they who were appointed to make inquifiti- 
ori, gave the criminals opportunity to cfcape, 
and by their illegal indulgence, left them at li¬ 
berty to illude and laugh at the Law. 

Whiled the Emprefs EupbemU lived, Jttfti~ 
nim by all the art he could ufe, could not ob¬ 
tain pcrmillion to marry 7 bendora •> for the Em- 
prefs oppofed his dciigns, though otherwise (lie 
indulged him in every thing. That Princefs 
had no evil inclinations, but being fas is faid 
before) of barbarous extra&ion, her manners 
were fo ridiculous and dull, flic continued as 
incapable as at firft, and never underftood any 
thing of matters of State. Moreover, flic was 
notfuffeted (being Emprefs) to retain the name 
o CLupicinn (which was infamous) but was cal¬ 
led Eupbaniii » and not long after Jujlinian was 
recovered, fhe.died. The Emperor Juftin was 
grown foold and fuperannuated, lie had loft his 
judgment, and was expofed to the contempt 
atid dcrilion of his fubjcdls ? fo that all people 
paid obedience to Jujtintun , who by his de- 

E a bauches, 


l 




C5tJ I 

bjmchcs, an 4 the liberty lie took to do what he I 
pleafed, made himfelf formidable to every body. 
Then it was lie took a refolution of marrying 
Theodora , and there being an old Law in force, 
prohibiting the Senators marrying with the 
Courtifans, he prevailed with the Emperor to 
repeal that by a new one, and then lie married 
Theodora , giving by his example, authority to 
any who defired it, to marry with the firlt 
Courtifan they fancied. 

The next thing he affeCted, was to be arbi¬ 
trary and tyrannical, difguifing his own vio¬ 
lences with the pretence ot promoting the 
affairs of the Emperor, who, at that time, was 
not capable of them himfelf. He caufed him- 
fclf to be fainted Emperor of the Romans, in 
conjunction with his Uncle •, but whether juft- 
ly, or not, is a quell ion '•> for hcconfiraincd the 
Senate and the People by his menaces to give 
their content. Jnjtinian and 7 heodora began to 
govern two days before Rafter . In which, it is 
not allowed to falute any body, or pay any other 
ceremonious refpcCf. Not many days after, 
Jttjlin died , having Reigned nine years eom- 
pleat, and left the Empire to Jtijlinian and 7 heo¬ 
dora , whofe extraction being as I have faid, 
and her education and conduCt, being as I have 
deferibed, fhe arrived at the Empire without 
difficulty, after Jt/jlinian had condefccndcd to 
marry her, when it was in his power to have 
cliofen for himfelf out of the whole Roman Ter¬ 
ritory, a perfbn of the higheft quality, the belt 
education, eminent for modeffy, illuftrious for 

beauty, 
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beauty, an immaculate Virgin , and in brief, 
one that had been accomplifhed in the highcfl 
perfection. Neverthelefs, he chofc rather to 
take upon himfelf the common infamy of all 
Men, as not being afhamed, nor making any 
fcruple to admit to his Bed a Woman, who bc- 
fides other crimes, was guilty of the death of 
fo many Children by her artificial Mifcarriagcs 
and Abortions. I fuppofe there wants nothing 
in my defeription of Juft ini an. 

This marriage is fuflicicnt to difeover his tem¬ 
per. In cffcCt, He who after the CommilTion 
of fo many ill aCfions, apprehends not the dif- 
gracc, and is not concerned at what people fay, 
nor at the contempt they have of him , docs 
qiu.ftionlefs believe there is no crime, but he 
may boldly commit, and undertakes the moll 
dctcffable things with great impudence and au¬ 
dacity. There was not one of the Senators 
who oppofed hisdeligncs, though they faw his 
marriage would inevitably be the mine of the 
Empire : On the contrary, they difpofed them- 
fel ves to give Theodora the rcfpeCtof a Dicty. 
There was not one of the Prelates which cx- 
preffed any regret for being obliged to call her 
(heir Sovcraign: And thofe who not many years 
before, had feen her upon the llagc, addrclTcd 
thcmfclvcs to her as her llaves, and held up 
their hands to her in token of their humility, 
when they came with any Petition : The Army 
made no difficulty to expofe it felt for Theodor i 
to all the perils, and incommoditicsof War. In 
fliort, there was no man in the whole Empire, 

E 3 that 
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that (bowed any repugnancy , and the whole 
World contributed to the accomplifhmcnt of a 
thing, which Heaven, had lohg fincc decreed. I 
am of opinion, Fortune had a mindc to make 
experiment of her power, and convince man- | 
kinde of it, by governing the affairs of the | 
Earth in that manner, that they might obferve 
there is no necedity of any cooperation of Man 
tothc effeding of any thing, or that humane 
affairs are to be conduced by humane prudence, 
when her unjuft power ftiould advance to the 
top of all earthly honors, a perfon which was 
involved in infupcrablc difficulties > and (to 
fpeak in a word) to fliow that nothing was able 
to withftand her power. She plcafes hcrfclf 
fometimes to create obftaclcs, which afterwards 
(he furmounts in a moment, and pafles where 
(he pleafes •, and at the fame time, whileft (lie 
places fome upon the top of her Wheel, others 
are at the bottom, and thrown down by her 
partiality and violence. 

Ibodora had an excellent face, and though 
her perfon was (mail, yet (lie was exceedingly 
well (leaped > her complexion was neither too 
white, nor too red her eyes were extream 
quick, and (lie caft them a thoufand ways at 

once. f 

To give a particular Narrative of all tnat 
hapned when die was upon the Stage, we ftiould 
want time i but I conceive, what I have (aid 
in few words of fome of her actions, is fufficicnt 
to give any one a notion of her manners and 
inclinations» X (hall now xeprefent what (lie did 
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with, her Husband, after they had made them- 
fclvcs Matters of the Empire ( for they did 
nothing without participation of one another, 
though they had ftudioully pretended that they 
did not agree : But at length tlifir hypocrilic 
wasdifeovered, and it appeared, their aniniolity 
was but dclign to keep their Subjects in obedi- 
j cnee, whileft they remained uncertain with 
which of the two to joyn, or to what fide they 
\ were to repair. 

I; The firft effeeft of this counterfeit difference 
was to diftrad the Chriftians, after which they 
! made divifion among the heads of the popular 
j Factions. Ibeoeiora pretended great veal for 
j the Fadion of the Vnictes , permitting them to 
enterprifeany thing agaiuft the contrary party, 
and thcmfclvcs to ad: what enormities they 
j plea fed- Juft Matt feemed in appearance to be 
i angry, and to complain publickly, That his Wife 
fuperccded his orders, and that he could not 
retain her in her duty i and fometimes both of 
them afferted their authority together, Juftbrian 
ordered thepunifliment of th cVcnetes in crimi¬ 
nal cafes *, Ibeodnra proteded them, and oh- 
jeded againft the Emperor the breach of his 
promife. In the mean time, the Venctes were the 
more moderate of the two, bccaufe they did not 
abufe the liberty which was given them, to that 
degree they might have done. In many ot their 
Suits and Contentions , J/tjlinian was on one 
fide, and Tbeodor.i on the other, and it was a 
rule betwixt them, the weakeft fide carried it, 
arid the fum in difputc went inoft into their 
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Pockets. Juftittian received many perfbns into 
the number of his friends, fuffered them to ex¬ 
alt upon the'people, and commit many extor¬ 
tions to the detriment of the State •> but when 
they had peeled what they could, and heaped up 
any conliderable treafure, as (oon as‘ Ihsodita 
gave the (ign, they immediately declined in fa¬ 
vor. At firft Jullinian would promife to protebl 
them, and to encourage them not to fear, for lie 
would flick by them s but by degrees his kind- 
nefs began to abate, and at length he referred 
them to tliofe who had none for them at all > 
for then it was 'Ibeodora ’ began to play her 
pranks, and exercife her cruelty towards them j 
and the Emperor, as if lie had known nothing 
that was againfl them, took their eflates into 
his poffcflion, and kept them moft injurioufly 
when he had done. 

By this pretended difeord (which was only a 
copy of their countenance, and done only to 
amufethe World) having divided the hearts of 
their Subjects, they eflabliflied themfelvcs more 
flrongly in their power and tyranny. When 
Juftinian was arrived at the Empire, he began 
to fubvert, and perfectly to confound the affairs 
of the Empire, introducing things forbidden 
by the antient Laws,’ and forbidding thofe 
which the Laws had formerly injoyned » as if 
he had affnmed the Imperial Mantle, and put 
the Diadem upon his Head for no other end, 
but to, change the face of the Government. In 
fhort, he aboliflied all the Laws, all the Cuftoms 
of the Magiftrate, and all the Military Difci* 
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pline, bringing in others in their places, not 
that they were better for the publick, or of any 
neceflky themfelvcs, but only out of a defire to 
innovate, or that by giving them his name, at 
leaft they might appear new. He could never 
fatisfic his infatiable delire, cither ot Money or 
Blood : But when he had defpoild one of what 
ever could be got, he removed to another, and 
treated him at the fame rate i and when he had 
done all, ruined his good Subjects, and dis¬ 
honored himfclf : How was all this immenfe 
treafure employed ? either in ridiculous prefents 
to the Barbarians •, or in impertinent and un- 
ncccffary building : Though he had foiled and 
polluted himfclf before, with the murders of 
Several innocent perfons, he laid new deligns 
againfl more, with intention to deflroy them *> 
and feeing the Homan Empire was in good in¬ 
telligence with all Nations, by an unexampled 
fury he fet the Barbarians ^together by the ears, 
and ingaged them in an cxpenlive, and pernici¬ 
ous War > and having fent for the principal of 
the Huns (without the leaft occalion in the 
World, he gave them vaft dims of Money out 
of his fottifh liberality, to gain (as he pretend¬ 
ed,) their amity, and confirm it, as had been 
formerly done in the Reign of Juft in. The Huns 
having got what they could, began to (olicitc 
the Heads of the othe/ barbarous Nations, to 
fall upon the Empire, that they might fell Peace 
Jikewife to him that was fo ready to buy it. 
They needed not much pcifwafion, but taking 

the hint, they pillaged feveval Towns belonging 

to 
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to the Enrfpire i and yet all this while continued 
to take the Emperors pay. They were no fooncr 
gone, but others fucceeded, who having plun¬ 
dered his Dominions, and carried away .a molt 
eonfidcrable booty,, were rewarded by Jufiman 
for their pains, who was grown the moft liberal 
in that nature of any Prince in the World. In 
fhort, from that very time, the Barbarians never 
gave over ravaging his Countrey, one party per¬ 
petually following at the heels of another : For 
tliofe people having many Princes among them, 
being numerous thcmfelves, and of different in- 
terefts > this War (which derived its original 
from the extravagant Liberality ot the Empe¬ 
ror) begun with one, was continued with an¬ 
other, and fo perpetually carried on, that there 
was not a Mountain fo little, a place fo incon- 
fidcrable, nor a Cave fo obfeure in the whole 
Extent of the Roman Dominion, as to be ex¬ 
empt from the pillagings of thefc Barbarians : 
Some Provinces were fo unfortunate as to be 
plundered five times over. I have fpoken of 
all thefe things before in my other works, as alfo 
of the inroads the Vtvjuns, the Saracens , the 
Sclavonians , and other of the Barbarious Na¬ 
tions made upon the Empire. But as I hid at 
firft, I fhall make it appear to be caufed only 
by the ill conduct of the Emperor : He gave a 
vaft fum of Money to clap up a Peace with 
Cofroes \ and when he had done, by a ftupid 
piece of obllinacy he brake it again, having 
ufed all his art to draw to his Party Alatnan- 
dare , and the Hints , who were in alliance with 

the 
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the Terfians , which I fuppofc I have deferibed 

elfwhere well enough. ,.,i 

About the fame time when he had kindled 
this War, and given occalion to fucli Seditions 
as would he the mine of the Empire, and all 
to inrich himfelf, and fill his own Coffers, by 
filling his Dominions with daughter and Blood, 
to compleat their definition , he made ufc ot 

this following invention. c 

In the Roman Empire there arcfevcral Sects 
of Chriftians (differing from the truth) wiicli 
arc called Hcrcticks, particularly the Mantanip , 
Sabbaiians , and others, all ot them Hctrodox. 

7 Hllhiian commanded, That all of them mould 
change their Belief* and to that, he compelled 
them, partly by threats, and partly by making 
their Children incapable of inheriting front 
their Fathers. In the Temple ot thefe Hcrc¬ 
ticks ( and cfpccially in the Temples ot the 
Arlans ) the riches was incredibly great , for 
there is no companion betwixt the wealth ot 
the Senate, or any other famous Eody in the 
whole Empire, and that which belongs to them. 
There was fcarcc one of the confederated Vends, 
but were either of Gold or of Silver, adornce 
with great numbers of Precious Stones :■ The 
Pricfis, and inferior Minifies, had their Houles 
4 nd Lands, and Revenues in all parts. In 
fhort, they wanted nothing that might he had, 
being people to whom the former Emperors had 
been always indulgent \ they maintained levcral 
of the true Religion as their Servants imploye'd 

them as they were Artifts. m 

jnjwiian 
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Jufinian feifed upon the riches of all thefe 
Temples, and pofleft himfclf thereof, to the ut¬ 
ter mine of many of them. He had likewife 
his Agents abroad, who went from one place to 
another, and obliged all they found to change 
their Religion s at which, the Countrey people 
being offended, as at an a<ft of impiety, oppo- 
fed themfelves againft thofc Agents, but they 
had their revenge, and caufcd many of them to 
be flain. Some there were of them, who out 
of a deplorable fupcrftition made away them- 
felves, while the red, in great throngs, fled out 
of the Countrey. The Montanijh in Pbrygia^ 
betook themfelves to their Churches, and put¬ 
ting fire to them, burnt themfelves, their fami¬ 
lies, and all that they had > fo that from that 
time, nothing was to be fecn in the Roman Em¬ 
pire, but maflacrcs and defolations, and peo¬ 
ple quitting their Houfes. The Edidts of the 
Emperor put the Samaritans of Palejlin into no 
lefs diforacr i whereupon thofc where I was in 
Cejaria , and in other Towns, thinking it wcak- 
nefs and indiferetion, to expofe themfelves for 
fo dangerous an opinion, quitted their Profcffi- 
on, and were called Cbrijtians j by which 
means they avoided their deflrudfion, which 
otherwife would have been infallible > whileft 
others, whofe Confcience was better informed, 
continued ftedfaft in their Faith: But a good 
party of the Samaritans (diffatisfied that they 
had been forced from the Religion of their Fore¬ 
fathers) a while after became Manicbeans and 
Politheijls. In the mean time, the Peafants took 

Arms 
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Arms againft the Emperor, and having made 
choice of Julian, the Son of Sabam, to com¬ 
mand them,they gave Battle to Juftinians Army j 
for feme time the Vidtory was doubtful, and a 
good while they fought before it could be 
known on which fide it would incline, but at 
length the Peafants were defeated, and moft part 
of them flain, and their General Julian among 
the reft > by report there were near iooooo 
Mcrt killed upon the place. The greateft of the 
lofs fell among the Cbrijiians s for though they 
had no Men left to Cullivatc their Lands, which 
were the fruitfulleft of the World, yet they 
were forced to pay annual Taxes and Impofiti- 
ons to the Emperor, to a great value, which 
were extorted from them by all manner of 
cruelty. 

After this, lie turned his defigns againft the 
Gentiles , killed feveral of them, and difpoflfcfs- 
cd the reft of their eftates: Some of them there 
were, who pretended to embrace the Cbriftian 
Religion, to avoid their torments, andtopre- 
ferve their eftates j but they were afterwards 
furprifed in the exercife of their Idolatry, and 
in the impiety of their Sacrifices. I (ball now 
fay what he did againft the Chriftians. After 
this by particular Proclamation, he prohibited 
the infamous and unnatural ufc of Boys, cau- 
ling to be apprehended not only them who had 
been guilty fince the publication of the faid 
Law, but thofc who had been fufpe&ed of it 
of old, and punifhed them feverely without any 
FQim of Juftice, or Legal Procefs : He con¬ 
demned 
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demned them upon the tcftimony of one Wi¬ 
nd's, who for the molt part was fomc Child, or 
feme Servant which had beenfuborned again ft 
their Mailer '•» and when he had got one ot thole, 
he defircd no farther evidcncc.Thofe who were 
convift of this crime, were expofod to all the 
mockery in the World, having their I rivitics 
cut off in a molt cruel and ignominious manner. 
-At firlt they adted not with the fame extremity 
againlt them all, >thc heat of their fury extend, 
etl it fclf more particularly againlt thofe who 
were of thefadlionof the Vrafimant, cxtraordi- 
-narily rich, or in the difpleafurc of the Emperor. 
He could not endure Attrologers, but appoint- 
.ed the Magiltratcs (deputed for the pumlhmcnt 
of Felons) to ride up and down upon their 
Camels thorovv the City ot Conjitantinople , and 
caufe them to be beaten upon their Ihoulders 
with Rods, and expoling them publickly as a 
fpedtacleof contempt,though they wcrcantienti 
and in other things, very honelt men, to be re¬ 
proached with nothing, but that havingfuch 
• ’knowledge in the Stars, they fliould remain in 

‘•that Town. _ 

The Tyranny of thefe Actions, caufed great 

numbers of all fort of people to forfake their 
own Countrcys, and betake thcmfclvcs, not on¬ 
ly into the Countrcys of the Barbarians, but 
into fuch Nations as were at greateft diftance 
from the Dominion of Rome, In every Province, 
and in every Town, great numbers, were to be 
feen from feveral Countrcys, which had been 
harnfcd.by their Friends, with as much cruelty, 
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as if they had been their molt implacable Ene¬ 
mies. And this courfc did Jnjiiman and Theo¬ 
dora take to difpoil of their goods and eltates, 
the greateft Perfons in Confiautinnple , and all 
the reft of the Cities ■> and for the Senators, they 
were t reated as I (hall tell. 

There was one of them called Zeno, Senator 
at Conjtantimple, and Grandchild to Anthemius 
(who had formerly had that Empire,) this Zeno 
they chofe on purpofc to make him Governor 
of Egypt. This Governor, without the lead 
jealoufie in the World, caufed the richeft of his 
Goods to be put on Board that Veffcl which was 
intended for his own tranfportation, and de¬ 
ferred his departure for fomc days, to put a 
Board a prodigious quantity of Silver, Jewels, 
Plate inriched with Emeralds, and other preti- 
ous Stones of a very conliderablc value. The 
Emperor having notice of all, corrupted fomc 
of Zeno's, principal Servants, and by their means 
having caufed all this valt wealth to be convey¬ 
ed privately out of the Ship, lie made them fet 
it on fire in the Hold, and pretend to their Ma¬ 
iler that it *hapned by accident, and had con- 
fumed all his great treafure which he intended 
for Egypt: Not long after Zeny died, and the 
Emperor feifed upon the remainder of his eftate, 
producing a fraudulent Will which all the 
World knew to be forged. By the fame arti¬ 
fice he got poffellion of the eltates of 7 atim, 
and Vemojlhtnes, and Hilar as, the three princi¬ 
pal Men in the Senat. There were many orliers 
iikewife, whofe Heirs he made himfclf, nor by 

any 
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any real 'Will, but by counterfeit conveyances: 
As for example, he made himfclf Heir to Vents 
(whofeellate was near Liban,) and of jMw,the 
Son of Baftl, the Governor o f'Edejja, whom 
BeUifarw delivered again!! his will in hoftage to 
the Perfuns, as I have mentioned in my other 
Books. After he had been fome time with the 
Perftans , Coftoes would not difeharge him with¬ 
out a ranfome, pretending Beliifirius had not 
performed according to the Articles, upon 
which, the faid John- was given in pledge : 
Whereupon his Grandfather being then living, 
he treated for his redemption, and had pre¬ 
pared Two thouland livres of Silver, in order 
thereunto. The Emperor having advertifement, 
and that the Money was conveyed, and lay ready 
at Vara, would not fuller it to be paid, butob- 
ic&cd, That it was not to be permitted that 
the Barbarians fliould go away with fo much 
Money of the Romans.-', and while!! that was in 
controvcrfic, John died o! a difeafe of which 
he had been languifliing a long time. When he 
was dead, the Governor of Vara fa Creature 
of the Emperors) counterfeited a Writing from 
the faid John, by which the Emperor was made 
Heir to all hisellatc, and allured the World it 
was his' la!! Will and Tellament: But befidcs 
thefe falfc Wills, and counterfeit Conveyances, 
it is fcarce credible, how many people gave him 
their eltatcs freely and bona fide. -Before the 
Sedition broke out, by degrees he took away 
their whole cilate from the Family of Victoria- 
m, which was reported very rich; But when 
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thole troubles began, he caufed rnoft of the Sena¬ 
tors Goodsto-be fold, and ofall defending from 
Patrician Families, he took the greate!! part, and 
appropriated it. to himfelf, leaving (as a falfe 
image of this elemtney ) the Tenths only to fuch 
as were in poflellion, and ithat only to continue 
them liable to his Taxes: For which, thofe poor 
people were ufed with great cruelty by his Olli- 
ccrs and Collectors, and much dejedted at the 
fadnefs of their life, which was fo unquiet to 
them, they would have chofe. to have been put 
to death, which would have delivered.them 
from a thouland calamities* 

Hence it is, that thefe unmerciful Princes.do 
not fall into my’thoughts (or any bodies clfe of 
my opinion) as Men, but as evil Spirits, and 
pernicious Plagues, adtirtg by common content 
towards the del!rud!ion of all people, and dri¬ 
ving on with uncontfoulable fury, to ruine the 
.whole World. In !hort, though of late ages, 
feveral perfons have made thcmfclves terrible, 
'and were naturally of that humor, or brought 
to it by Ithe cQnfequence of.affairs.) ashy the 
dcfolation of foine Countrey, the dellroying of 
fome Town', oi 1 th.c depdpulating fome Pro¬ 
vince, yet there was never any went fd neap the 
fubverting, not only the Government of the 
.Empire-, but tlvs^hole oeconomy of the. World, 
>ind,.the QiccifS’.of mankind, a9 Juftinim and 
Xbi'Qclora: I( is>tfue, Fortune contributed to their 
dcligns, ajid . added much to the iniferics : which 
were endured.! For at the lathe time thctcdiap** 
•ned fo itiaily, ill. accidents as Earthquake^ Sidkr 
; . ‘ F ncites. 
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neflcs, and Inundation of Rivers, that It was 
not unlikely, but what was done by the Emperor 
and Emprefs , proceeded as well as the reft , 
from fome fupematural agent. Moreover it 
was reported that Jufiinians Mother (hould of¬ 
ten declare to the principal of her Kinred and 
Friends, That the faid Jujlittian was not the 
Son of her Husband Sabbatm , nor of any other 
Mani but that before the was with child, (he 
was vifited'by a Spirit, pretent to her touch, 
but not tight •, which Spirit had coition with 
her, performed the office of her Husband, and 
vanithed like a dream. Some of Jujlmans Bed* 
chamber, whofe courage and confidence were 
greater then the reft, affirmed, That as they 
lay in his Chamber, about midnight, inftead of 
him, they faw a moft deformed fpirit in his place. 
There was one among them, who maintained, 
That he faw Jufiinian rife out of his Bed (where 
he never lay long) and walk about the Cham¬ 
ber » and that in a thort time, his head difap- 
pcared, and yet the Trunk walked on i and 
that whileft he was in yxi amaze, and ready to 
have diftrufted his oWn eyes , of which, he 
began to be jealous, /he faw the head return, and 
joyn it (elf to Jthc bpdy. Another declared , 
That as he was in thd prefence of Jufiinian, he 
faw the head of that'Prince change on afudden 
■into a ma(s, and confufcd lump of fleft), where 
he could not diftinguifii eyes, or nofe, or any 
.other marks of a face: This I write not of my 
•own knowledge, but I had it from peribns who 
afliircd me it was true, and tl)ey had feen it 
t with 
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with their own eyes. It was reported, That 
there was a Fryer of a moft exemplary life, and 
of great eminence for it, who at the folicitati- 
on of his Brethren in the fame Monaftery, came 
to Confiantinople with defign of (peaking to the 
Emperor for the cafe of the Neighborhood, 
which was undone by his tyranny and ojppreftt- 
on. That when he arrived, he entred into the 
Palace, and the Emperors Apartment, with as 
much tafe as he could defirc » but as foon as he 
came near his perfon, he darted from him, and 
teturned to his Monaftery in great haft and con- 
fufion, Without being able to anfwer the Uftiers 
and other Officers whoprefted himtoftay, and 
demanded what it was he feared. But being 
Oue/lioncd by the Monks, he told them, that 
(c faw Lucifer fitting upon the ’throw of the Em¬ 
pire v and that he had not power to accojl , or fay any 
thing to him. And indeed, who would not have 
taken for an evil fpirit, or atleaftfor a fury, a 
Man, who though he loved more Women then 
any Man living, and that to the very height of 
lafeivioufniefs and debauchery, yet he fcarce eat, 
or drank, ^r dept at any time > but having tail¬ 
ed and lipped of what was brought to the Ta¬ 
ble, he walked about the Palace all the night 
after. 

A.s to tbeodora , thofe who had lain with her 
when (he was a Comedian, declared, That 
whileft they were in Bed with her in the night, 
there came (pirns into the Room, and frighted 
them away. There was a young Wench which 
danced well, belonging to the Vtnetet of An* 
i F 2 tiocb. 
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tiocb and called the Macedonian^ who having 
great power with Juftin, (lie writ to her, and 
made her an inftfoment in the death of rnany ot 
the principal Officers in theEaft, and in the 
•conlifcation of their Goods. This Macedonian 
hearing Theodora complaining at her return from 
• E gypt and Africl of the ill treatment Ihc had 
received fiotn Hecebolus, and of a lofs flic had 
fuflained in her journey, of a conhdcrablc fum 
of Money > telling her by way ot confolation, 
‘//utFortunc, as Jhe had taken them array, might, 
when Jhe idea fed, wet urn them in great eh plenty. 
Theodora replied, Tbatjbemts not troubled in the 
leaf-, for the night before Jhe had Jeen a vifwn, 
which had bid her not concern her Jelf, and told 
her That as foott as Jhejhould come to Conflanti- 
',ionic, Jhe Should be admitted to the Emperors Bed i 
and that by 'ajftfntce which jhejhould receive, floe 
Jfjonld marry him, and be put into poftjjion of as 
much wealth as Jhe could defire. And this was the 

1 common report upon that fubjedf. 

Juftitiitin (though he wis as I h^vc clclcribcdJ 
was of fo cafle acccfs, and fo civil in all his re¬ 
ceptions, that no man was ever denied to fpcak 

• with him > nor did he feem ever provoked or 

• difeompoied, when any perfon failed in their 
refpeds toward him, cither by word or deed. 

"The mine and mifery which lie was preparing 
: for other people, never made any alteration in 
him. He never expretfed any Pallion, nor the 
lead refentment again A thofe he had deflmcdfo 
dcltruftibn* but with a countenance peaceable 

• jmd ferenc- j and a voice without any comtttoti- 
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on, he appointed the murders of an infinite 
multitude of innocent perfons > the flicking ot 
jfcvcral Towns, and conflfcation of Eflatcs. in 
a word, by his looks no man but would have 
taken him for thcgcntlcll, the mofl aflable, and 
Left natured Man in the World. But it any 
one come to implore his mercy, <r o*. xpoflulatc 
in behalf of one that was opprefled, then it was 
he would be angry, his colour rife, and his in- 
dignation a|>ainit his fubjefts appear. ITc favor¬ 
ed the Prieils, wlio tormented their Neighbors i 
he gave any man thanks, who poflelTcd himfelf 
of his Neighbors eflate, and believed be did an 
adt that was highly meritorious. When any 
controvcrfic was brought before him, lie be¬ 
lieved himfelf bound in Conteicnce to decide 
it in favor of the Defendant, especially, if lie 
had invaded the others eflate, under pretence. 
That it belonged to the Church •, in that cafe 
he thought he could not be unjufl, let him do 
what he would, provided the caufe went lor 
the Eccleliaflicks : He himkll gave fo the 
Church, fevcral Lands that lie had ufurpecl 
from other people (whether the lawlul Propricr 
tors were living or deadj to cover his impiety 
under the mask ot devotion, and procure that the 
right owners fnould never he veflored to them 
again '■> and many murders he committed, under 
the pretence of Piety and Religion. ITc endca- 
,vorcd likcwife with great induflry , I hat all 
people under his Dominion fhould be uniform 
in Matters ot Religion, in order to which, he 
put many a man to death, as not believing it 
f F 3 homicide 
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' fidmielde, to kilt any of a perfwafion contrary 
to his own. lit fhort, he took fo much delight 
in the deftru&ion of his People, that he Was 
perpetually at Theodora not to differ any oppor¬ 
tunity to cfcape her, but rather to fet her Brains 
a work to invent new » for having the famd 
Paflfions, their A&ions were the fame, their 
Conduft the lame, and their Wickednefs the 
fame , though they pretended great difference 
betwixt themfelvcs i but it was only to fet thciir 
fubjedts at difference. 

Jultinians humor was as uncertain as the 
Wind ; it Was to be turned which way one plea- 
fed, only he was not to be turned from doing 
rtiifcheif, nor kept from fhowing mod infamous 
avarice. He was a great lover of flattery, and 
loved them highly, • who perfwaded him he 
fliould be taken up into the Heavens one day, 
and traverfe the Air, and the Celeftial Spheres. 
‘Tribonian was with him upon a time, and told 
him, 7bat be was in great fear leajt be fhnuld be 
rapt up fuddenly into the Heavens , when be littte 
thought of it , and all , for his fmgular Tiet\ ; And 
the poor Emperor was fo weak, as to believe. 
That that flattery (or rather mockery)had fome- 
thing in it that might be true. 

If he had had experience of any mans ver- 
tue, he would be fure to difeommend him ever 
after, and torepre ent him a niifchievous and 
perfidious man > and yet he had nofooner fpoke 
ill of a man, but he praifed him immediately, 
paifing inconsiderately from one extream to an¬ 
other, becaufe the Characters which he gave, 
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did not many times confifl with what hede- 
fired other people fhould believe. His impreliions 
of h atred or love, I fuppofc, I have fuflxciently 
defaibed in what I have faid of his aCtions. 
His anger he puihed on to the higheft extremity, 
and when once he was provoked, he was ever 
implacable. His friendfhip was as unconftant, 
as his malice was obftinate i he put feveval to 
death who were his Creatures, but was never 
reconciled where he had once taken a Pique. He 
delivered up into the hands of his Wife, or ionic 
third perfon, thofe who were thought the 
greateft in his favor, and to whom he had given 
the greateft ttftimony of his kindnefs, to be 
jjacrihced, and murdered with torments, though 
they would never have deferved death, but tor 
their kindnefs to him. In effedt, Jujtinian was 
conftantin nothing but cruelty and covetoufncfs, 
and thofe two good qualities were not to be 
removed. 

The Emprefs, when he fcrupled what flic 
defired, would wheedle him with hopes of 
large fums of Money from the bufinefs which 
(he recommended. He made no difficulty to cn- 
adt Laws, and to break them if it were to his 
profit, not judging of affairs according to the 
Laws which he had eftablifhed, but according 
as the bribes were more or Ids, that he was to 
receive. When he plundered his fubjedts, and 
took away their Goods, though he knew he had 
no right» had fuborned people to fwear againft 
them, or forged fraudulent Wills» he thought 

he did nothing amifs. . 

F 4 During 
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During the Reign of this Prince, there was 
no eftablifhed Faith or Religion i no Contra&s 
or Agreements, of which, any Man could be fe- 
curc. When he committed an affair to any of 
his Friends, he, who in the fhorteft time, ruined 
the perfons he was imployed todeftroy, and re¬ 
turned him the moft fpoil, he was the welcome 
man to him, as having afted moft unto his 
defigns, and private mftru£tions 5 But thofe 
who were tender, and unwilling to do any man 
inifeheif, thofe he abhorred when they came 
back, and not enduring that old merciful way 
which favored too much of the old Roman , 
(which lie ufed to call lazy and phlcgtnatick) he 
never preferred them to any imployment after¬ 
wards. 

In compliance with him, many perfons affect¬ 
ed to feem bad, and lend in their conversation, 
though their temper and judgments were quite 
contrary to what they profefled. Flc pretended 
to forget what Contra<ffs he had made, though 
they were fealed and figned fomcof them with 
his own hand, and thought it very honorable* 
And this he did, not only with his own Sub¬ 
jects, but with the Enemies of the Empire, as 
I have delivered at large in my other Books. 

He never could endure to be idle» he never 
eat or drunk as much as he could, but touched 
the meat, which they fet before him, with the 
end of his fingers, and then bid them take a- 
way, for he had eaten enough; Bclides, the 
yiolence of his nature obliging him to be more 
fierce and infatiablc in his bufinefs, he did not 

1 < o #• 
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jjatfbthe time in two days and two nights, cfpe- 
cially in Eajler week, in which he faffed two 
whole days, without any thing but Water, and 
wilcle Grapes > and without flccping above ail 
hour, imploying the reft of his time in perpe¬ 
tual walking. There is no doubt, but if he had 
ufed his faculties to do good, the very parts 
wherewith Nature had endued him, would 
have raifed the Empire to the higheft degree of 
grandeur and felicity. But he perverted them 
quite, and imployed them wholly to the de¬ 
finition of his fubjets, and the vuinc of their 
effaces, applying all his watchings, and dili¬ 
gences, and labor, to augment the mifery and 
dcfblation of his people, which was the more 
eafic for him to compafs, by how much his wit 
and invention was mighty quick in forging of 
crimes, and as prompt in punifhing them when 
he had done: So that the good qualities, both 
in his body and mind, were of no ufc, but to 
make the people more mifcrablc. At his firft 
advancement, he had nothing of the Majcfly 
of an Emperor > on the contrary, he framed 
himfclf more to the habit, difeourfe, and man¬ 
ner of the Bn'bjri.uis. When lie was to return 
an anfvvcr in writing, lie did not commit, it 
to the Qiicftor, as formerly was the way » but 
he delivered it himfclf by word of mouth-, 
though he fpakc his own language, as ill as a 
llrangcr. Afterward the people met in the 
Court of Juft ice with feveral impeachments, but 
no judge was to be found to take cognizance of 
them. Secretaries of State were of the antient- 
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eft Offices in >he Empire, jet he (failed them 
quite ; for he writ all himtclf, even to the pri¬ 
vate Sentences which the Magiftrates were to 
give in the fmaller Towns, leaving none of 
them at liberty to do any Man Jufticc thorow all 
his Dominions. He alfumed all to hjmfelf out 
of a vain piece of arrogancy, and obfetved fo 
good order in all determinations', that when 
he had heard one party, he gave his fcntence, 
and obliged them both toacquiefss which he 
did, not out of any convi&ion or opinion that 
his Sentence was juft, but for fomc advantage 
tohimfclf, which was generally known > for his 
covetoufnefs had for a long time taken away 
his fhame, and left him eaiie to be corrupted 
by the prefentsof any Man. 

It often hapned, that the Decrees of the Se¬ 
nate, and theEdi&sof the Emperor, did inter¬ 
fere and clafti, for the Senate had but the (hadow 
Of an Authority without the freedom of giving 
their advice, or obferving the rules of honefty 
and vertue > ferving only to fill up their feats, 
leaft the antient form of Government (hould be 
totally deftroyed j yet no body durft murmur 
in the leaft. 

Bufthough their Power was infignificant, 
the Emperor and ‘lhsodora examined all things 
themfelvcs, fo that every thing parting by their 
orders if any Man fufpe&ed his Caufe, he had 
no more to do, but to make a prefent to the 
Emperor, and he (hould be (ure to have it dis¬ 
patched , how contrary foever it was to the 
Laws and Statutes that were formerly eftablifli- 
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ed: Agaih, if any Man defired the reviving 6f 
any Law Which he had revoked, he reftored it 
without any difficulty, as done in War, when 
one i/ecovers what he loft, by what means he 
can, be it in Whofc hands it will > fo that in his 
Decries there was nothing ftcady or juft, all Was 
full of error and uncertainty, and the Scales of 
Juftiee inclined not to that fide where the right 
and propriety Was, but where the prefents Were 
greateft '•> wnich were carried publickly info the 
Court where the contrOvcrfie was to be decided, 
to be paid by way of advance, fume time to the 
Judge, and fome time to the other Magiftratesi 
yet it was not Without trouble, that the Media¬ 
tors found rttne to prefent the Petitions of their 
Clients to the Emperor, or give him the true 
ftate of their affairs > for they were forced to 
hiake u(e of many falfc accufations, and bribe 
him Well into the bargain. Being cafily over¬ 
reached , they applied to their fcvcral parties, 
and not acquainting them what had pa (Ted be¬ 
twixt them and the Emperor, they drew from 
them vaft (urns of Money, and no body durft 
to oppofe. The Very Soldiers of the Guards 
which were to attend the judges in the Court 
of the Palace, forced from them what judg¬ 
ments they pleated i Co that no body Was kept 
tb his duty, but every man followed the im- 
pulfe of his own fancy ashispartion infpired. 
All Officers hid loft their authority and places, 
and their very names Were not fuffered to be 
continued in their Regifters. ‘ In awOrd, the 
RowaA Empire was ordered as it had been go¬ 
verned 
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trerned by a leud child *. But I Hiall forbcaj 
fpeaking of it any further, as I propofcd in thp 
beginning of this Book. 

The firft that advifcd the Emperor to this 
corruption in the Adminiftration of Jufticc, 
was one Leo, a Native of Cilicia , a Man of pro¬ 
digious avarice, and the greatcft flatterer in the 
World. He was excellent at infinuation, and 
wrought himfclf ftrangly into the favors of the 
ignorant, and efpeeially of Juftiuian? by whofe 
imprudence, and the afliftancc of his own ptr- 
fwafions, he prevailed, and put him into a way 
of ruining his Subje&s. 

This was the tirfl who put that way into his 
mind, and when it was once tried, it was quick¬ 
ly eftablifhed, and never after laid alkie, but 
inercafed to that point, That if any Man had a 
defirc to overcome in any Suit, he had no more 
to do but to find out Lw, give him half of his 
pretentions to be divided with the Emperor, 
and his bufinefs was done before he went out 
of the Palace. By thefe means Leo got toge¬ 
ther a vafl fum of Money, bcfidcs a large quan¬ 
tity of Lands, and all at the cxpcncc of the 
State, which he utterly defiroyed. Contracts 
were not binding by any legal Obligation, by 
any Promifemade, by any Writing given under 
Hand and Seal, by any penalty agreed upon, 
nor by any other fecurity that could be given , 
but by Money, to be pretexted to Leo, and the 
Emperor : And that way aUb, was not always 
certain, for Leo would take bribes on both fide?, 
and when he did fo, he cheated one of them 
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(#10 matter which .) without any remorfe or 
fiiame, believing it no difhonor to him to af¬ 
front, or injure any Man, fo it turned to his 
profit •> and as he was, fuch was Juftiniau, 
Theodora was fo hardned in her inclinations 
to cruelty, that (he never offended by perfvva- 
lionof other people j but what flic fancied her 
felf, flte purfued with all imaginable impetuolity, 
and ufed all endeavors to bring it about. Never 
any body interceded for the pardon of any 
■man that was condemned • fo well were they 
fatisfied, that neither length of time, cruelty of 
•the punifhmcnt, the humblcft and inofi impor¬ 
tunate Prayers, nor the fear of Gods judgments 
.Were fufticient to moliric her heart, or abate 
•one jot of her fury. It was never feen, that any 
one who had once offended her, was ever for¬ 
given, no not after they were dead ; for the^ 
child that furvived, inherited the difplcafure of 
the Emprcfs, with the Lands of his Father , 
and when hedied, left it afterwards to his Sons. 

• She was cafilyinragcd, and that rage (not being 
to be withflood) was the lofs of many a man. 
She had not To much care of her body, as of 
her plcafurev and through her wanton mind, 
‘practiced it with a tired appetite, when it was 
mnncceflary. She rofc very early in the looming 
I to go into her Bath, where having continued a 

• good time, flte cat heir breakfalt, and went again 
to fleep. At dinner and flipper there was no 

• fort of meat but flic would have, and that in 
-abundance. She flcpt much, and often V. tin 
The day time, ihc llcpt till night, and in the 

night, 
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night, till day : And in this irregularity, (he 
believed the little' time which ihc had, was fuf- 
tfeient to difpatch all affairs which concerned 
the whole Government of the Empire. If the 
Emperor imployed any nun, without Theodoraet 
advice, the poor man was Cure to di« in dif- 
grace, when ne was once out of off ce. 

Jujliman was a very proper Man to expedite 
bulinefs, not only for his continual watchings 
fas I faid before) but for the temper of his 
pind, and his eafinefs of accefs, which was fo 
great» he gave people liberty to come to him, 
which he did not know, and that, not only tp 
{peak, to him, but toconverfc with him in pri¬ 
vate. With the Emprcfs it was quite contrary, 
For to her the grcatcll Lords could not he ad¬ 
mitted, but with much attendance, and a great 
deal of trouble: When at length (he vouchfafed 
to come to them, (he catne to them into a little 
. dole Chamber, where they were crammed togc- 
•ther like (6 many Footmen, which (he did to a* 
vert or prevent any evil defigns. They received 
her . all Handing, and holding up their heads, 
with their faces uncovered, to be furveyed by 
the Eunuchs, who were going and coming all 
the while. Some indeed (he admitted into her 
Chamber , but it was very rarely, and after 
they had waited fuflicicntly : When they did 
come in, they prcfently withdrew (by way of re- 
fpc<£f ) having firft kiffed her feet j but they durft 
not deliver any Petition,nor begin anyDifcourfe, 
till (he vouchfafed to command them. The Se¬ 
nate went together mod ignpminioufly and 

flavifhly 
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(lavifhly tokilsher feet i and the Roman Em¬ 
pire loft much of its magnanimity and fplendor, 
partly by the eafinefs of Jujlinian^ and partly 
oy the infolence of Theodora , who thruft her 
fclf into all affairs, and obftru&ed their fuc- 
ce(s. 

This difference there was betwixt their hu¬ 
mors, but in covetoufiiefs and murder they a- 
greed well enough : Neither of them knew what 
it was to fpeak truth, but on the contrary,* both 
of them were great inventors of lies. If any 
one was in disfavor with Theodora^ and had com¬ 
mitted any fault, how little (oever, from that 
very time, (he would accufe them offomething 
or other, which perhaps never came into their 
thoughts, and aggravating it (b highly, That 
(he would charge others with confederacy, and 
neveirreft till (he had delivered them up into the 
hands of Juftice i and when the Judges met, 
they knew well enough that their fentence muft 
be accommodated to the cruelty of Theodora. 
Judgment being given and executed, and all the 
goods feifed (let the party be as great as he 
willj 1 (hecaufedhim to be drubbed, and after¬ 
wards either banifhed him, or put him to death. 
On the other fide, if any of her favorites tranf- 
greffed, and were guilty of affaffmation , or 
4ny Other crime (either in raillery, or by way of 
threat) (he took off the Informers, and (laid 
the proce(s. 'She had a way of turning things 
of greateft importance into ridicule, mocking 
and drolling upon them, as if they were in a 
Play i and (he a&ing them as formerly upon the 

' .Stage. 
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Stage. There was a perfon; of quality,! ('who. 
had been along time ("and: was grown old) i it 
feveral charges and imployments) but his name 
I (hall forbear i as being unwilling to do him 
that difgrace,. as to leave it, to poflerity upon; 
Record, for fo dilhonorable an abtion. This 
Gentleman, I fay, not beiilg able to recover a 
good round fum of Money, which he had lent 
to a friend Of the Emprefle^ .addrcfled himfelf 
to her.for Juftice, and that (lie would be a means 
he might be teftored to his right. Theodora to 
keep up the interell of her friend, command¬ 
ed her Eunuchs to ineompafs the Patrician 
when he came > toobferve what (lie did, and 
fecond her linging whenever (lie fliould begin.- 
When the. Patrician Was introduced into her 
Chamber, lie threw himfelf down at her feet 
(as the cuftom was) and with teats in his eyes; 
began his Harangue. , 

Madam-, faid’he, The Condition of -a P.africiatt 
if more then ordinarily tnijyrable , when reduced ti 
want j j for what would draw upon other people 
pitty and companion, brings contempt upon a Gen¬ 
tleman , and makes hU calamity the greater : When 
other people are in necefftty , and acquaint 'their 
creditors therewith , their mifery makes them Uf 
tniferable -, but when a Gentleman ti in Hijlr/ft 
and cannotpay hti debts , he ti ajbamedto own it j 
and if he can prevail with himfelf to do that+ rybi 
will believe him ? The If arid will never beliepe ti>i 
are poor, ■and if they do believe it, farewel our, dig¬ 
nity and t reputation . T/{ti 'Madam ti my cafe , l 
ow Moneys and, lhavs Money-owing ms for #) 
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own part , I would cheat no body , it would not be 
putable to my quality j but my debtors are not of my 
mind, for not having had my birth nor education , 
they are not fo careful of paying , but feepout all 
ways to defraud me. 

My mop humble requep therefore ti , That yon 
would vouchjafe me your favor in Jo ftp a caufe , 
and rejeue me from the misfortunes with which I 
am incumbred , • and by no fault or provocation of my 
own. 

This was his Speech to the Emprefs, who 
inftead of anfvvcring, began to ling, 0 Patrician , 
you have a very creat rupture , and all her Eunuchs 
joyned with her in the Song. The Senator 
perilling iii his Supplications, and adding new 
Rcafons to his former, Theodora replied in the 
fame Dialed, and her Quire of Eunuchs (truck 
in with the Chorus , and made up the Con(brt. 
At length the poor Gentleman, much alflidcd 
at (o cruel a piece of derilion, made his reve* 
fence to the Emprefs as was ufual, and re¬ 
tired. 

A good part of the year, Theodora rclided in 
the Suburbs upon the Sca-(horc, and molt com 1 * 
monly in that part called Herrotenm , where hot 
fervants and attendants,which followed her per- 
(on endured great incommodityj not (o much by 
the dcarncls of Provilions, but by the dangers 
which they frequently incurred in palling the 
(freight, by the great Tides, Hidden Inundati¬ 
ons, or the (urprifes of Sca-monllers, which 
arc frequent in that place : But theyconlidercd 
not thc(e dangers, it they could but add any 
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thing to the divertifcment of their Miftrefs,and 
enjoy the delights and pleafures of her Copit. I 
(hall now conclude my Relation of her pra&ifes, 
to deftroy fuch as (lie had any prejudice againlt, 
that I may not feetn to have undertaken a work 
without end. 

After Amalafontba had tyid down, and ro 
flounced the Government of the Gotbijb Affairs, 
and had (as I have faid in my other Books) ex- 
preffed an inclination to another kind of life, 
and to come, and live privately at Coullatttiuople, 
Theodora conhdering the great extraction of that 
Princcfs, her quality as Queen , her fingular 
Beauty, her excellent Wit, and above all, her 
adipirable Wifclom '■> flic did not queltion, but 
fuch extraordinary qualifications, would have 
fotne cfledl (to her diminution) upon the uncon- 
Itant nature of her Husband i but lhedifcovcr- 
ed nothing of her apprchcnlion , till fire had 
taken her meafurcs aright. 

Being affured of one of her Creatures called 
Peter, fhepcrfwadcd Ji/jthiian to fend him Am- 
bpffador to Amilafontba \ the Emperor, when 
the faid Ambaffador took his leave , in 
order to his paffage into Italy, gave him fuch 
Orders, as I have mentioned in my other 
Books » but the Emprefs tot whom, at that 
time, I durft notfpeak what I knew to be true) 
gave him particularly inchargc, That above all 
things, he fhould contrive, and procure the death 
of Amalfifmtbi, and promifed him great re¬ 
wards, if he compaffed the bulinefs. The Ara- 
baflador, with all diligence piufued his voyage 

into 


into Italy, incited by the great hopes he had of 
riches or preferment (for men are not naturally 
prone to mifeheif, without Foreign temptation) 
as foon as he was arrived, he obliged Tbeodat 
to kill Amalafontba, but I do not know upon 
what pretence. 

After fo great fcrvicc, Peter was advanced to 
very great Offices, and enjoyed them with great 
authority, but with the hatred and defoliation 
of the whole World : And this trick Ibrodora 
plaid the poor Amalafontba. 

JuftiAian had a Secretary of his Clofct, called 
Prijcus, a VapbLtgonian horn, and a Man very 
eminent and exaCt in all kinds of villany •, by 
liis condudt and humor, he was a likely Man 
to inlinuatc with his Mailer, and he did it fo 
dfcdually, he became the only favorite. The 
Emperor made no queltion, but the fricndfhip 
had been mutual, infomuch, that inafhort time 
he got together unjultly an incredible cltatc. 
The Emprefs not being able to brook his in¬ 
dolence and pride, to ruine him, began to ac- 
cufe him to the Emperor, and charge him with 
crimes j but not fuccceding in that, fhecaufed 
him to be furprifed and lent away fuddenly in 
a (hip, when he little thought of it j and liavipg 
ordered him to he fliaved, fhe forced him to 
turn Prieft : In the mean time, the Emperor 
carried himfelf as he had been privy to the plot, 
and did not fo much as inquire into what part 
of the World poor Prijcus was gone, nay, I am 
pcrfvvadcd he never thought ot him after, uh- 
kfs it was, when he feifetl afiunof Money of 
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Ins, which he had left behind him. Theodor* had 
a fulpition of one of her Servants called An* 
bind?, who was a Itranger, but from Ins vciy 
youth had given great marks of an excellent 
clifpofition, and had been made Maher ot her 
Wardrobe. To punilh a crime, ot winch (he 
imagined he was guilty, flic caufcd him to be 
beaten with Rods with extraordinary cruelty, 
though (as was reported) flic had a great kind- 
nefs tor him > but what became ot lnm after 
wards, I cannot tell, nor I believe, any bod) 
cJfc. For when '.lhodo,\i delignccl to have any 
thing kept fecrct, to conceal it from the know 
ledge and memory of man, (hefo threatned am 
Irightned the inllrumcnts in the aftion(whie 
never any Tyrant had done before) that the 
never dur!t mention it to the very neared c 
their Relations: On the other fide, there w: 
•nothing done by thole, for whom (he had apt 
j lid ice, but flic knew it immediately', for lie 

was not a confidence Family, but flic bad 1 

(pies in if, who told her not only the difeourf 

but the very words which every man fpokc •> ar, 

when fhe had a mind to punilh any one, aq 

no body know it, it be were a Fair,cun, ft 

fent for him privately, and dihvered him up 

Rome tingle perfon of her Confidents, who. 

ihe had felcdcd to be the inftrument of I 

vengeance, with inllrutfion to cany himtoili 

rcmctcU part of the Empire. Havingrcccw 

her commands , the Officer bound the } o 

man, muffled his face, and then putting 

a Shipboard in a dark night, lie conveyed In 
* n refill 
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according to directions, where he delivered him 
to another with Orders, to fee him kept Fife 
and clofe, till the Emprefs fhould think fit to 
commiferatchim» and there after he had led a 
miferablc life a long time , _ the continuation of 
his luflcrings, did many times put an cud to 
them. 

There was a young Gentleman called b./Jior, 
(of illulhious extraction, and of the Ib-.ifini.ui 
faction) who in his difeourfeand raillery, hav¬ 
ing been too hold with the Emprefs, knowing 
ffie was incenfed, fled into the Church c.f Saint 
Micb.icl the Archangel : But as foon as fhe had 
notice, flic fent the Prelor of the People, who 
feifed upon him, not upon the (core of his fawei- 
ncTs with the Emprefs, but as one that was 
guilty of Buggery. At the fame time,in which 
he was raviflied from the Church, the Ofhccis 
put him to fuch intolerable torments, that the 
People aflcmblcd in multitudes together, not 
being able to fee under fuch infupportable tor¬ 
tures, a perfon ot his youth and quality, whole 
pcrlon had been brought up h> delicately ^ and 
fo unacculfomcd to fuch barbarous fiilierings, 
cfpecially when being ready to die, be cried out, 
and with grievious (bricks, implored their com¬ 
panion : But the unmerciful Woman perfilled 
in her cruelty, and caufcd his pimifliment to he 
redoubled, till at hit his privy parts being cut 
. off, lie died under their hands 'though he was 
neither tried, nor condemned) and his efVate 
was confifcatcd to the Emperor: By degrees the 
fury of this A/ggvo grew fo great, that w hen 
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his, which he had left behind him. Ibeodora had 
a fufpition of one of her Servants called Are* 
bhnll who was a fhangcr, but from his vciy 
youth had given great marks of an excellent 
difpolition, and had been made Maker ot her 
Wardrobe. To punifh a crime, o which f ie 
imagined he was guilty, Hie caufcd him to be 
beaten with Rods with extraordinary uuelty, 
though (as was reported) flic had a great kind- 
nefstorhim, but what became of him after¬ 
wards, I cannot tell, nor I believe, any body 
clfe. For when 'lheotlor* dcligncd to have any 

thing kept fecrct, to conceal it from the know¬ 
ledge and memory of man, (he fo threatncd an 
frig lit ned the inllrumcnts in the aftion (which 
never any Tyrant had done before) that they 
never durfl mention it to the very nearclf el 
their Relations: On the other fide, there war 
nothing done by thole, for whom he had a pr - 
judicc, but flic knew it immediately \ for hen 
was not a conlidcrable Family, but flic had hu 
foies in it, who told her not only the ddcouru 
but the very words which every man ipoke, am 
when (he had a mind to puniih any one, and 
no body know it, if he were a Fairway to 
fent for him privately, and d.hvcred him upfo 
fome Angle per (on of her Confidents, w ion. 
(he had fcledcd to be the mflrumcnt of In 
vengeance, with inftrutf ion to cany hiintotlu 
remctell part of the Umpire. Having received 
her commands , the Officer bound the ] 
man, muffled his lace, and then putting > 
a Shipboard in a dark night, he convcycdjni 


according to directions, where he delivered him 
to another with Orders, to fee him kept laic 
and elofc, till the F.mpvefs flionld think lit to 
commiferatc him » and there attci he had led a^ 
inferable life a long time , < the continuation of 
his {offerings, did many times put an end to 
them. 

There was a young Gentleman called />./;»«/, 
(of illuflrious extraction, and of the Prajtin.ui 
faction) who in his difeourfe and raillery, hav¬ 
ing been toehold with the Emprefs, knowing 
flic was incenfcd, fled into the Church of Saint 
Michael the Archangel: But as foon as (he had 
notice, flic fent the Pmor of the People, who 
feifed upon him, not upon the (core ot his (awei- 
nefs with the Emprefs, but as one that was 
guilty of Buggery. At the fame timc,in which 
lie was raviflied from the Church, the Ofheos 
put him to fiich intolerable torments , that the 
People affcmblcd in multitudes together, not 
being able to fee under fiich infupportable tor¬ 
tures, a perfbn of his youth and quality, whole 
perfbn had been brought up fo delicately , and 
fo unaccuflomcd to Inch barbarous fufleiiugs, 
efpccially when being ready to die, lie cried out, 
and with grievious fhrieks, implored their com¬ 
panion : But the unmerciful Woman perliltcd 
in her cruelty, and caufcd his punifhmcnt to be 
redoubled, till at lall bis privy parts being cut 
off, he died under their hands 'though be was 
neither tried, nor condemned) and his cflate 
was con filiated to the Emperor: By degrees the 
fury of this A/ggv./ grew fo great, that when 
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flie rcfolvcd upon the deftrudfion of any Man, 
neither the Sandtuary of the Church, the iuter- 
celTion of the people, nor any other contrivance 
in the World, was fufticient to preferve him. 
She took a pique againft another called Diogenes, 
horn in Con\iantinople\ and in no lefs favor with 
the Emperor, then with the reft of mankind i 
being of the Prajinian party, flic determined 
his mine, and having fuborned two of his fer- 
vants, flic cailfed them to accufe him of So¬ 
domy. But that being an affair which could 
not be clandcftinely punifticd, and he a perfon of 
dignity and imployment, fcvcral confidcrablc 
inen being deputed to the examination of the 
bufinefs, they rejedted the teftimony of his fer- 
vants as uncapable of giving evidence, both in 
refpedt of their condition, and the minority of 
their age. The Emprcfs offended with their 
proceedings, caufed one of Diogenes Confidents, 
called Theodor us, to be committed to one of her 
Dungeons, and would have perfwaded him to 
have depofed againft his friend i to which end, 
fhc made ufe of flatteries, prayers, threats, and 
tortures, but finding none of them fucceeded, 
fhc commanded his head to be bound hard about 
with a Cord , not doubting therewith but to 
have twifted out his eyes, but the poor Gentle¬ 
man chofc rather to endure whatever could be 
inflicted, then to tell a lie > which though it 
might havefaved himfclf muft have ruined his 
friend. Hereupon the Judges acquitted him, as 
not finding any proof fufticient to condemn 
him, 

This 
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This was the cruelty which flic excrcifcd up¬ 
on tlicfc pcopla, for I have fpoke before of the 
manner in which flic treated Bellijarius , V hot ins, 
and Bnfez, There were two Cilicians of the 
fadfion of the Venetes, who in a mutiny attempt¬ 
ed the perfon of Callinim , Governor of the 
fecond Cilicia , and killed the Mafter of his 
Horfc (who endeavored to defend him) in his 
prefence, and before all the people-, being con- 
vidted of this, and feveral other murders, he 
caufed them to be apprehended, and their heads 
cutoff as they deferved. Which piece of Juftice 
coming to the cars of Theodora, to (how her paf- 
fion for the party of the Venetes, flic caufed the 
Governor to he crucified in the fame place 
where the Malcfadtors had been executed , 
though lie was innocent, and had that office. 
The Emperor pretended to he much concerned, 
pitied his misfortune, and with tears in his eyes', 
complained heavily of Theodora , and gave out 
a thoufand threats againft the inftruments in 
that adfion yet lie made no fcruple to feife up¬ 
on his eftate, and appropriate it to himfclf. Theo¬ 
dora likewife caufed all the common Women 
to be punifticd, banifliing Five hundred of them 
at one time, for proftituting thcmfclvcs at a 
certain place on the other fide of the B»j]>h»riis > 
and having clapped them into feveral Nunneries, 
ftie conftraincd them to an honefter coiulb of 
life in fpiglit of their tecths i but fomeof them 
threw thcmfclvcs down a Rock, and preferred a : 
voluntary death , before a life fo contrary to 
their inclinations. 
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There were at Conflantinople two young 
fillers, not only illuftrious by the Confulfhip of 
their Grandfather and Father, but by a long des¬ 
cent of Nobility, as being of one of the chcif 
Families in the Senate, Thefc two young Ladies 
having loll their Husbands betimes , devoted 
thcmfclves to perpetual Widowhood, ‘lheoclora 
abhorring their vertue and pious way of living, 
chofe out from among the dregs of the people, 
two the mod execrable perfons that could be 
found, and defigned them to be their Husbands. 
Having notice of the Emprcffcs intention, ap¬ 
prehending flic would force them, they (led in¬ 
to the Church of Saint Sophia, and entring into 
the holy Bath, they held fait by the Fountain : 
But the Emprefs plagued them fo many ways, 
and kept them in fitch want of neccffary things, 
that they were confirained to marry them, to 
deliver thcmfclves from their dilirefs : And in 
this manner Theodora (hewed her reverence to 
the Samftuarics > and the two Gentlewomen 
who had been courted by fcvcral perfons of 
their own quality, were married to two fellows, 
poor, mifcrablc, infinitely below their condition, 
and in the prefence of their Mother, who was 
by, weeping and lamenting all the while. It h 
true, afterwards Theodora abhorring what flic 
had done, endeavored to make them amends by 
advancing their Husbands to the detriment of 
the put lick : But all that would do nogootU 
they were incapable of confolation, feeing their 
Lfosbagds a<^ with fuch itjfuppprtablc cruelty 
againft the Emperors fubjetfoj j for 7 heojora 
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regarded not the dignity of the Magiflrate, the 
intereftof the State, nor any other conlidcration 
in the Worlds fo flic could but (ill her coders, 
and (atishe her infatiable humor. 

When flic was a Comedian, 7 head or a was 
with child by a perfon ot her acquaintance, but 
perceived it not till it was late» after (he had 
tried all ways to make her felf mifearry, and 
none of them fuccccdcd by reafon (lie was too 
far gone i flic troubled her felf no farther with 
thefc unprofitable remedies, but was fairly 
brought to Bed, But her gallant underfunding 
flic was highly offended that her lying in had 
hindred her from getting of Money, knowing 
the temper of the Mother, and being in fomc 
fear for the life of the Child, lie took it, named 
it /<'/)//, and carried it with him into Arabia ., 
whither of a long time he had rcfolved to retire. 
\Vhyn John was grown up, his Father fell lick, 
and finding lie fliould die, he told his fon who 
was his Mother, what was his fortune, and in 
few minutes departed. John having performed 
liis lall duty to his Father, not long after removed 
to Conjlanttnofde , difeovered the bulinefs to 
fomc of the Officers of the Emprefs, and in- 
treated them to introduce him to his Mother. 
The O/Hccrs not imagining, in thelcalt, flic 
could do any thing that was inhumane againif 
him, reprefented to her that her fon was in 
Town. The wicked Woman fearing it might 
come to the cars of the Emperor, caufed him 
to be brought to her, and having received him 
very kindly before thole who pretented him, 
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without any hefitation, ffie delivered him into 
the hands of one of her executioners s but what 
became of the poor Creature, no body could tell, 
for he was never feen lince, no not when his 
Mother was dead. 

Under the Reign of this cruel Princefs, there 
was fcarce a Woman which did not lie under 
(ome fcandal, and indeed mod of them were as 
bad as they were reported, having all pollible 
liberty to tranfgrefs again!* their Husbands, and 
come off always unpuniffied as oft as they 
yvere profccuted for adultery : Their way was 
to apply to the Emprefs, who would be furc to 
take care their fentence ffiould be quite con¬ 
trary to what it ought, the Women fent home 
acquitted of their crimes, their Husbands taken 
into cuftody for falle accufanons, which they 
were unable to prove, and condemned to pay 
{ometimes twice as much as ever they had with 
them i and where that was not to be had, cor¬ 
poral puniftiment was inflifted, and they con¬ 
tinued not only in prifon, but in irons, as long 
as they lived > which toconfummatc their for- 
rows, they were permitted to fee their unchaft 
Wives, in the embraces of their rivals, who as 
a reward for their crimes, received offi.ccsand 
preferments from the Emprefs. Hereupon many 
who feared that kind of ufage, and had no fond- 
nefs for her ftripes, and her tortures, connived 
at the incontinence of their Wives > and that 
they might not be publickly furprifed, they gave 
them all opportunity they could ddirc. 
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Theodora was grown to that authority in the’ 
Empire, that alone fhc created all the Prelates, 
and Magiftrates, and having abfolute power 
in her hands, fh'c managed it fo well, there was 
not in all the Offices of the Empire, one good 
Man, whofe Confidence would not fulfer him 
to obey her in her pernitious dcfigtis. She or¬ 
dered it fo, that all marriages were of her 
making» not a Man had the choice of his own 
Wife, but every one married, not (as the very 
Barbarians do) her he liked belt, but her the 
Emprefs waspleafed to command. Many times 
on the wedding night, ffic would go her felf irn 
perfon, tear out the Bride out of Bed, and turn 
away the poor Bridegroom, and mcerly upon 
pretence it was done without her knowledge. 
This was her practice with fevcral people, par¬ 
ticularly with Leontius the Referendary , and 
Saturmn who had married the Widow of Her- 
mogenes , who died not long after flic was mar¬ 
ried. 

Saturnin had a young Ncice, free, of an 
honorable Family, and at age for a Husband, 
and this Lady, CiriUus her Father gave Saturmn 
in marriage after the death of Hermogenes bis 
Widovr. The wedding cloaths were bought, 
and all things prepared, when on a fudden ‘ Iheo - 
dura caufed Saturnin to be foiled and clapped 
into irons, and afterwards in fpightof his tears, 
his complaints, and intcrccllions, ffic forced him 
to man y Chrifomale , a Dancer, and one of the 
commoneft Courtilans in Town s for Theodora 
had no greater favorites then Chrifomale and 
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Indare , who having been formerly her Compa- 
nions upon the Stage, flic had made them her 
Colleagues, and chcif Minilters in Matters of 
State. 

Satuntin having lain the firfl night with his 
new Wife, and found her otherwife then he 
expefted, difeovered to one of his Confidents, 
that he had married a perfon who was no Maid > 
his complaint being brought to the Etnprcfs, 
fhe caufecl him to be fecurcd by his own fer- 
vants, whipped like a School Boy, upbraiding 
him all the time with his faweinefs with his 
Wife, called him perjured Rafcal, and having 
feen his backfide well torn with the Whip i (he 
advifed him to keep his Tongue in his Mouth, 
and not talk with that liberty for the future. 

In my other Books, I have already declared 
the punifhment which (lie inflifted upon John 
of Cajfjiadocu , revenging upon him the injuries 
he had done privately to her, and not any thing 
that lie had afted publicity againff the State i 
for flic parted by a thoufand greater Delinquents 
then he, and never medlcd with them at 
all. 

This John of Cappadocia was a great oppofer 
of 2 hsodoracs deligns, and had often accufed her 
of great crimes to the Emperor \ fo that once he 
was in fome hopes of making a difference betwixt 
them. ('This is the truth of the fiory, and what 
I propofed principally to communicate in .this 
Book .) In fhort, after flic had fufliciently plagued 
the Cud John, fhe banifhed him into but 

that being too little, flic perfecutcd him (till, and 
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watched him narrowly to find out new matter 
a gain ft him : four years after, having appre¬ 
hended two of the Vrafmian party who were m 
the Sedition at Cyzicjnc , and accufed of being ac- 
ccifary to the affault upon the Bifliop, flic im- 
p!oyed,to.corrupt them,the cruelty of her mena¬ 
ces!, and the greatnefs of her promifes i and 
one of them frighted by her threats, and in¬ 
veigled by her promifes , impeached John of 
Cajipticlocia for murder, as fhe delired. 1 he other 
could not be brought to give any fuch evidence, 
though they tortured him fb cruelly, he was 
thought to have been dead •> by means of the 
con (fancy of that Man, flic had but one witnefs, 
and could not compafs her ends. However, flic 
caufed both their right hands to be chopptdoll, 
one bccalife lie would not fwear fallly againft 
his Mailer > and the other, to terrific him lead 
he flrould difeover her dctcftable intrigues, be¬ 
ing vainly defirous, as it flrould Item, to conceal 
thole pr a ft ices which flic afttd at the very Bar, 
in the light of all the World. 

If JHitman pnfTcd for a Fury in the fliapc of 
a Man, it was not without rcafon, conlidcring 
the iTiifehcifs which lie brought upon all people: 
For the aftions of a Man difeover his Nature 
and Power, it would be more calic to number 
^ the Sands upon the Scaflrore , then the people 
which Jnfthihmnmul I or my own pait, hav¬ 
ing weil confldcrcd the Countreys that he dc- 
lhoyed and depopulated, I do affine n>y felf 
they were more then two millions of Men, 

which pcrifl.ed by his cruelty and opprefl on. 
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In eflfedl, he difpeopled the whole Trait of 
Africa in fuch fort, That in feveral days journey 
thorow that Countrcy, it was a wonder to meet 
one hngle man, and yet there were in his days 
Ttfoooo Vandals bearing Arms, befidcs Women, 
Children , and Servants. Beiides which 
who can number the ancient inhabitants of 
that Countrey which remained in the Towns 
manured the Fields, and exercifed Trades and 
Marchandife, of which, I my fclf have many 
times feen an incredible quantity. The Natives 
in Mauritania were more numerous then they 
and they were all extirpated with their Wives 
and Children. The greateff part of the Roman 
Army perifhed there likewife, and with them 
all the Auxiliary Troops of their Allies * fo 
that I am of opinion, it may be affirmed with¬ 
out extravagance. That in that Countrcy alone 
he was the deffruilion of above a million > and 
all, becaufe after he had defeated the Vandals 
lie took no care to eftablifli his Empire in thofe' 
parts, and fortifie his party by indulging the 
Natives, but called away Bellifarm upon prc- 
tencc, that he defigned to make hitnfelf King j 
a thing he never thought of, nor was it any wav 
convenient for him. But what ever he pre¬ 
tended, the true caufe was, that he might have 
opportunity to pillage more freely , and mine* 
without obftruition, the whole Coaff of Africa : 
And to (peak truth, the Officers which he lent 
acquitted themfclvcs very faithfully of their 
CommilTion from him i for under the new 
panics of Imports, and Duties, they feifed upon 

the 
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the beft and richeft part of the Countrcy. This 
Emperor, who could not contain himfelf in one 
and the fame Hate, and feemed to be born to put 
all things in confufion , forbid the Arums the 
exercife of their Religion, and deferred always 
to fend fupplies to his Army j till at length they 
began to mutiny , and fo many Seditions were 
ready to break out, as would certainly have in- 
dangered the peace and tranquility of the whole 
Government. 

He difpeoplcd Italy of its Inhabitants, much 
more then he had "done the Coaff of Africa* 
which was three times of greater extent? from 
whence a probable computation may be made 
of the numbers which he occafionally ruined > 
for I have clfwhcrc fpokc of the original of his 
Wars in Italy. 

The fame exactions that he ufed in Africl^ 
he ufed likewife in Italy , having ravaged all by 
the means of certain receivers which he called 
Logothetes: Before the Wars in Italy, the Em¬ 
pire of the Goths extended from Gattle or France , 
as far as the confines of Dacia , or the City of 
Sirnmtn ? and when the Roman Troops were in 
Italy, the Germans pofTeffed the beft part of 
Gallia Cijnlpina , and the Countrey belonging to 
Venice, Sirmium and the Countrcy adjacent, 
were in the hands of the Gepides : All thisvaft 
trail of Ground was depopulated in the Raign 
of the Emperor JujUnian , partly by War, partly 
hy Famine, partly by the Plague, and by other 
evils that are infeparably concomitant with War. 
lUyriim , Thrace , Greece , the Cherfoncjl , and all 
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the Provinces from the entrance into the Joniqnt 
Sea, to the very Walls of Conftantinople, were 
cruelly fpoiled under the Dominion of Jujlini- 
an, by the annual ihcurlions ofth e Huns, the 
Sclavonians, and others. I do verily believe 
that in every of thelc inroads, what of thofe 
who were left behind, and of thofe who were 
carried away prifoners, there periflied above 
Two hundred thoufand Homans. And this is 
moll certain, That in that Countrey which be* 
fore was the molt populous in the World, there 
were fewer people then in the uninhabited De¬ 
feats of Scythia, and this was the effcdl of the 
Wars in K/trope, and Afrl\, Aftn likewife was 
not without her fulferings i for the Saracens 
( during thofe Wars J having extended their 
Arms from Ktypt, as far as the Borders of Per- 
fin, and made thcmfelvcs Mailers of the Pro¬ 
vinces which were under the Dominion of the 
Romans, fo handed them with fuch conllant 
cruelty, that there was not a perfon to be feen, 
and the numbers which were killed, or tranf* 
planted, were infinite. 

The Pofian made three incurlions into the 
Lands of the Empire, under the conduit of 
Cofroes \ and where ever they came, they ruined 
the Towns and Countrcys •, unpeopled them 
of their Inhabitants, and carrying the grcatcll 
part away with them prifoners, they put the 
rell to the Sword ; but being afterwards got 
into Colchis , they made conlidcrable devallati- 
ons, one after the other, as it had been in imi¬ 
tation of what the Laz/ens and Homans had 

done 
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dorie there before •, but neither, the P&fatit 
themlelves, the Huns, t\\t Sclavonians, nor other 
<5f the Barbarous Nations which invaded the 
Roman Empire, could cvct carry back their 
Armies whole and intife. They loll many Men 
ill their Conquefts, in their Rencounters, Sieges, 
and pitched Battles, In which, fortune was not 
always favorable to their ficlc i fo as they be¬ 
came fenfible of Jujlinians fury, as well as his 
own Subje&s; Cofroes alfo fas f have laid elf- 
^herc) was a man of a turbulent fpirit, yet 
Juftinian ivas always the aggrelfor, and ferved 
as a Bonte-feu to the, conflagrations which brake 
outi and in the ConfequenCe, confumcd moll of 
his Country. To be Ihort, in the affairs which 
lie mannaged, he never conduced them accord¬ 
ing to the timdi and conjunctures but did 
every thing improperly, during the whole War i 
dnd in times of Peace or CefTation, hi? thoughts 
Were wholly taken up in contriving which way 
he might trouble his Neighbors. He invaded 
them bluntly, without declaring of War, but 
his preparations were always fo bdckWald (by 
Jeafon of his extfeam covctoufnefs) he fcldOm 
fucccedcd v and inltcad of applying himfclf to 
the profecution of his deligns, he was for the 
mod fjart taken up in Metaphilical Notions 
aboiilthe Nature and exidence of God: Never- 
thelcls, he kept his Armies condantly on foot 
to execute his cruel and tyrannical commands, 
rievci* fuffenng them to come to any engagement 
J^ith their Enemies, his avarice not permitting 
ftitti to allow them what was nccelfary to over- 
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cpme.them * fo that, in JujUmn^ Reigp, the 
Eand, was inot only b^lfptmklcd, hut overflown 
witjli -the BIqoffo* $e Kiypi^, anfl ail other Na¬ 
tions in the World.’ . 

Tnefe were evils which fuccceded upon the 
War at that time inf he Territories pf theKo- 
*han Empire, but weffnffl find as many murders 
committed in theCffies, if we eonffdcr what 
\yas done by the Factious, whofyad their quar¬ 
rels and combats q\fftc thorow the Empire > 
and indeed, how could it be otherwife, feeing 
no man waspunifhed as he dcfcrvcd V becaufe 
one faCtion adhered to the Emperor, and neither 
the one, nor the other, had patience to be at 
quiet: One of them finding themselves backed 
and fupported by the Emperor^ puffed up 
with vanity, believed they might hazard all 
fecurely, the other knowing the Emperor was 
their Enemy, .grew defperate upon an opinion 
that they CouId.be no worfe, bccaufe they had 
nothing left already to loofe. Hereupon they 
meet frequently in Email Parties, and fought fc- 
vcral little Battles j {bmetimes they met in 
Squadrons to fight, and fometimes hand to 
hand in Angle duels f {bmetimes alfo they would 
lie in wait for one another, and murder one an¬ 
other as they Sound opportunity. There was 
not a day parted, but a thoufand cruelties were 
exercifed on both fides for two and thirty years 
together, and continued without any intcr- 
milfion: Oftentimes the Governor of the Town 
would put feme of them to death, but for the 
mod part, his feverity was exercifed againft 
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<he Prtfufian fa&ion, befides which, fo many 
f >, and Hcrcticks were put to death 
that the whole Empire feemed to be overflowed’ 
with Blood. 

^ Thefe things which l have .now mentioned 
m (hort, ancl.inlarged upon in my other Books, 
.were aCfed in the Reign of this Man, or ratlicr 
this Devil, and were purely the cfFcCt of his 
malice and rage: _ But for the things of which 
jl now {peaking, he did them by a power 
-Which I never under,flood. To be* brief in his 

time the Empire was affliCfcd w{tli fcvcral judg- 
.rpcfpts, which by many people were attributed 
to the evil genius which attended him i but 
Pf })looked uppn them more rationally, as the 
effect of tiic Divine difplcafure, and that God 
•provoked, by the fins of the people, had permit¬ 
ted him and his inrtruments to opprefs the 
whole Empire with all thefe mifchcifc. The 
•River Scyrta overflowed EJefla, and drowned 
till the Inhabitants j the islile overflowed alt the 
Fields of Egypt , but not retiring as formerly, 
it brought great miferies upon the Inhabitants, 
which I have related before} Lydne alfo being 
overflown, all U'arfis ,lay for fcvcral days toge¬ 
ther, under. Water, and it went not away, till 
it had brought irrcpairablc damage upon the 
Inhabitants : Several Cities were ruined by 
•Earthquakes, as Aktiocb, the chief City of the 
Eafl ■) Seine hi, a Town not far from it > and 
Akazarbe, a great City in Cilicia. Bcfidcs thefe, 
Iberc, Awfui the chcjf City in Polybot , 

.a Town in ?l)rygia j that Town which the fn- 
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habitants of Tiftdea, called Fhilomide, Lycm'de 
in Epirus, and Corinth, and populous Towns, 
were ruined, anti for the moft psitftibvcrfcd by 
Earthquakes, and the greateft part of the In¬ 
habitants killed. After this the Plague (which 
I mentioned formerly ) began to rage, and 
fwept away half the people which were left. 
And thefe were the calamities which they tut- 
fered in the days of Jufinian, when he govern¬ 
ed the Empire, at tirlt under the authority ot 
his llnde Jufin, and then after he came him- 

fclf to the Throne. nfwf 

I (hall now tell how lie poffcffcd himfclt df 
the wealth of the whole Worlds but firft it 
will not be amifs that I give a relation of a 
Dream, which a perfon ot great quality had, 
when Jufinian Hrll entred upon the manage¬ 
ment ot Affairs. , 

lie afTirmed, *Ihat he feerned to be on that fide 
towards Chalccdon, and thathefarv Juftinian in 
the middle of the freight, /wallowing up all the 
Water of the Sea s and that after he had drun^up 
that , he refiedupon tbejhore to drink up the dirty 
and finking Fivers, which received all the Jakes 
and Common-/.tores, both in Conflantinoplc and 
Chalccdon, and dif-imbogued them into the/aid 

lireiabt. . ^ , 

And this he adored us was his Dream, and 
he was a credible perfon, of an Uluflrious ta- 

mi Furthevmore, when Jufin was advanced to 
. the Throne , Jufinian found his Coffers va'y 

well furnifhed i for his Prcdeceffor Anafafim, 
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Was the Man of all the Emperors, the mod pro-* 
yident, and the mod proper for the Conduct, 
either of a State, or a private family. This 
Attafatim apprehending ( as it hapnod after¬ 
wards) that his Succcffor finding little Moneys 
in his Trcafury, would fqueeze and moled his 
lubjedts to .fupply himfclfj therefore he left his 
Exchequer very well provided, both with Silver 
and Gold. But Jufinian exhauded it in afliort 
time, imploying part of it in impertinent Pudd¬ 
ings., which he erected unncceffarily to keep 
out the Sea, and part in extravagant prefents 
to the Barbarians. Which Trcafurc the mod 
debauched and profligate Emperor would have 
been much troubled to dillipate, though his 
profufenefs had continued a hundred years to-? 
gether : For the Treafurcrs who had the charge 
of the Pnblick, Stock, under the Emperor Ana - 
fatius affirmed , That in the fjucc of Twenty 
feven years, Which was the time of his Reign, 
he had faved by his frugality Three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Livrcs of Gold, which Jttfi- 
man confuincd in the days of his llncle, as I 
have hinted elfvvhcre: Betides which, it is in¬ 
credible what vafl quantities he extorted from 
bis fubjedts, during his Reign, by moil horri¬ 
ble- opprcllion, forcing the whole riches of the 
Eippire into his own Chcfls by all imaginable 
ways, ail d all the cruelties that could be invent¬ 
ed. So that it might be laid, he was a great 
Gulf that fwallowctj up all the wealth of his 
fubjedts, to difgorge it among the Barbarians. 
After he had (pent the Treafurcs of the State, 
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he Began to caft his eyes upon the riehes of par¬ 
ticular perfons : He ruined fevcral'Wealthy per-< 
fons both in Conftaritinnple , and other places; 
charging them with crimes, of which they were 
not guilty : Some he accufcd of Idolatry, other? 
of Herclie, others of Sodomy i fome of having 
ravifhed the Nuns, fome of Inceft, (bfnc of Se¬ 
dition, fome of inclination to the Prafiniatif^ 
and fome of High Trcafon : So that by lijs 
forged wills, and bis pretended gifts, he made 
himfelf heir, as well to the living as dead. I 
have told before, how he made ufe of Vilhriaiur ; 
to put himfelf into pofTcflion of the Lands be¬ 
longing to the Senate, which in his Reign hap- 
ned to be Seditious s and how he afted (be* 
fore their Sedition brake out,) to hedge in, and 
unite to his Revenue, the Ellates of particular 
Men: But it is not to be admired, if it be con¬ 
sidered , That by his continual prefents lie im¬ 
pelled all the Barbarians in all the quarters of 
the World, Eaft, Weft, North, and South, as 
far as Great Britain, and other remoter places, 
of whom, we never had heard any thing, and 
law their Ambaftadors a tCnnjlantinople, before 
we knew of what Countrcy to call them. Thcfc 
people when they once found Jtifii'nian (o liberal, 
they came to viiit him at Conjt:intinople from all 
parts of tlie World > and he fgood Man) much 
pleafed at what ought to have troubled him, 
overjoyed to fee them in his Court, as a thing 
of mighty importance to him , drained th6 
Treafure of the Empire, and diftributed among 
them what was remaining of his Buildings to¬ 
wards 
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wards the Sea,- arid fent them all home with 
Vefy maghificfcnt rewards, So that the wealth 
of vhc KdniiiHs fetmed to be decreed wholly for 
the Barbarian?* cither by the prefents which 
weie made- them, their inroads into the Em¬ 
pire: , the ianforri of their prifoncts , or the 
iluhs they paid for putebafing Peace, or per¬ 
haps a Truce, and that of no lohg continuance i 
rind this was fignifted by tlie Dream which 1 
mentioned before : But belides thefe, he had 
TcWeral irivciltions to poftefs hftnfclf by degrees 
Of aft his fubjefts eftates, of whiiffi, I (hall give 
a particular as Well as I am able. 

He inftituted a new Magifttate among the 
people, and inverted him with jurifdidiion over 
ihofc who fold Haves in their Shops, to whom 
the fa id Officer gave Licence to fell what they 
pletfed, upon the payment of a yearly Rent to 
the Emperor. He obliged the Citizens to bu^ 
all they wanted iri the Market, where they paid 
thrice as much as in other places > and though 
-Commodities were racked never fo high, and 
the buyer never (o much cheated, it was not 
permitted to fue him that had cheated him, bc- 
eaufe the greateft part of the gains went either 
to the Emperor or Magiftratcs. Thofe who 
bought any thing, were in the fame danger of 
being convened by thedctcftable induftry of the 
Magiftratcs Guards, and the abominable inven¬ 
tions of the Merchants, wliofc impunity gave 
them encouragement to cheat fecurcly, not 
Only in the prices of their Ware, but in chang¬ 
ing the Goods; Afterwards Jnfiimn fet uj> 
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feveral Monopolies, that is, he gave priviledge 
fo fomc particular perfops to fell certain par¬ 
ticular Commodities, with prohibition tp the 
reft j thereby felling the publick liberty tp any 
Body, who would undertake that impious pro- 
fcflipn, and leaving them the admjnittration qf 
all things, fqr the payment. of a certain duty 
agreed upon betwixt themfelves. The fame 
pra&ices he ufed with his other Magiftrates, 
3 nd fuch as had Governments, and Offices, who 
plagued and pillaged thofe who depended upon 
them with all manner of Liberty , becaufe no 
fmall part of the profits accrued to the Emperor. 
Lcaft the number of former Magnates fhould 
have been too fmall to execute his pernicioi^s 
inventions, (for before his time, the governor 
of the City took cognizance of all Crimes) he 
created two more, that he might ruine the poor 
fpbje& with more cafe and expedition. To one 
pf them he gave the title of Pretor of the People,, 
and his bufinefs was to corre£ Thieves > the 
Pther was called \\yt Inqttifttor^ and his office to 
puniffi Sodomy, Iiuggery, Idolatry, Hercfic, 
and $upcrftitioh , and thefe twp upftart Com¬ 
manders followed bis directions exactly accordr 
ing to Juftinians intention. The fretor, when 
any considerable Felony was committed, and 
the loft Goods found about the Theif, feifed 
them for the Emperor, pretending, he kept 
them for their right Matter j by which way, 
Jufthtian got every day fpme rich thing or other, 
and without any expence. The Imjnifitor , when 
any Man was condemned) eonfifcatccl what ho 
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pickled of his eftate, adjudged it to the Empft- 
ror,'and inriched himfelf by the ruine of other 
People: For at firft, the Magiftrates never in? 
formed themfelves, if a man were accufcd^ 
though there were WitnelTcs ready to prove the 
Fa<$l: j but without examining the Cafe, or any 
jegal ConviCtiprt, they caufed whp they pleafed 
|o be put privately to death, and feifed their 
eftaces for thenfeof the EmperOr. ; At length 
the wicked Juft]man committed the judgment 
of all Criminal Affairs t.q thefe two Magiftrates 
Indifferently, and to the Governor of the Town, 
commanding each to do wha.t they could, to 
deftroy more People then his Companions. _ It 
js reported, That one of them coming to him, 
to know whofliould determine inaCaufcthat 
had been heard before them all three, the Em? 
perqr told him, f* tbtf. k*4 cqndenyied, tffoft, al¬ 
ready. 

He debafed the Office of the Trcafurer or, 
Queftor exceedingly, though all the Emperors 
his Predeceftors, endeavored to raife it, and put 
in perfons who were to have cognizance of all 
things, but efpecially of the Laws, chufing 
fhein always as free from Covetoufnefs as they 
could, well knowing it impollible , but a State 1 
inuft be fubjeCt to many disorders, under, 
the adminiftration of an ignorant Queftor, 
prone that epmes in to that place with a defire 
to make himfelf rich. 4 This Qucftorffiip Jnfti- 
fiian conferred upon ‘ Tribonian , whofe manners 
I have elfwherc deferibed : After his death, he. 
took the beft part pf his eftate (though he had a 


Son living, arid federal Nephews) arid ^ave fife 
place to Junlit# Apberj a man 1 not -at all vcrfM 
in the Laws , 1 riot who had converfed among 
tiie Lawyers ^ he had ihdeed feme khbwlcdgri 
iri Latine, blit had never ftudied Greek*, arid 
ibis tongue Wa 6 fo little adapted to (peak it, that 
fctaetirties when he ventured, he made all laugh 
that were prefent. He was (b'ttanfccndently 
dovetbiis, and' fo much beyorid all reaforiad^ 
dl#*ed to gairi,'he made no difficulty to fell Pla¬ 
tes or Orders publickly, : and Was not afhamed 
tortccive bribes from any bod^ which deiired 
fifty thing of hirm : 

v This irifsftflOuS Qucftor executed that place 
foVeh years together,' to thegreaf prejudice and 
didiorioi* Of the Empire. UpOri his death, the 
Emperor put Iri Gonjlantihe, Who had indeed 
fbme rioiio'n of the Law, but was fo young, 
he never had pleaded > befides which, he Was 
ihe greateft dnd irioft impudent Theif in natrirc. 
JuftiHian loved him better then he had loved 
anyy before, if (to (peak truth) he ever loved 
bitty body : So that he made him fuperintendarit 
fri thofe affairs, arid cheif minifterof all his in- 
Juftice and Tyrariny. With thefe advantages 
Cutijlafttine in a ffi'ort time got a vaff eftatc,' but 
hiS irifolence Was Infupportable > for he affront¬ 
ed any mail, Who came to him Without fomd 
confiderablc prefent *, and When any bribe was 
given to have their bufiriefs difpatched , they 
Were obliged to' intruft it in the hands of his 
fervdnts , for none Was fufTercd to cotne nedr^ 
Or (peak With him, but when he was with the 
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EmpMor, or refarned from him , and then Kfc 
Wriiild ribt voucHfafe them tiirie to ckpldiri 
theriifelves, for fear of being detairitd one moj- 
itient, and gain nothing by it. In this manner 
JtiftttiirtH itiade ufc of his QLicft<!)r» 

the Captain ofhis Guards, bdfidbs the uftal 

fufn, paid annually to the Empctdr thOre theri 
2 000*Livres in Gold > which Mon'cy Was.nop 
toberaifed, either acriordingto LaW, or aritl- 
ent Cultom, but was accounted to Jttfthiiante 
dropped out of the air : For Which teafon (I 
Conceive ) it was called The Aerial Tribute 
though it might morb properly havd bCdrt ridmbd 
The ejfeCl uf the ctiiinihgand impiety of the trine d. 
Who Under the title of Tribute, gave occafion 
to the Captains td fqriecze the eflates of thoft 
under him without Conttoul, ripori pretence j 
that they WdrC obliged to pay it into the Empe^ 
tor, though their own expence's and manner of 
living was fuitable to the Majefty rif a King^ 
The Emperor let them alone in this manner, 
till they had cram’d their own Coffers, and got 
Immcnfe riches together, then taking advantage 
of lome complaints dgainft them,' he charged 
them with forne crime, of which, they could 
not readily clear themfclvcs, and feiled upon all 
they had got, as he ferved John of Cappadocia. 
All who were ever in that Office, inriched them-- 
felves vaftly, and got incredible clfates, only 
two are to be excepted, Pbocas whom I menti¬ 
oned in my other Books (a perfon of great 
honefty, and (o accomplifficd vertue,' he could 

riot be reproached with any thing that he had 
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gained in that place >) and Baffns, who fucceed- 
ed him, vyas the other i but they continued not 
Jong in their commands, being perfons who go, 
verned too well, and could not frame themfelves 
to the Cuftoms of that age ; And becaufe I 
Should never,conclude, fhould I go about to be 
particular in every thing, I fhall only fay, That 
the Emperpr djd thp fame with every Officer 
he, had, and all the other Magirtratcs in Conjtan- 
mpie . 

; ^ Thorovy all. the reft of the Towns in the 
Empire, Jujlinian put thp cheifeft Offices intp 
fhp fcpids of the worft men lie could find, to 
the end, that he might have pretence to take 
Trom them wh?t they fhould get, and impro¬ 
priate it to hi^ownufe> and'indeed, an honeft 
man, with byt common fence, would not havp 
Accepted them, and hazarded his own fortune 
to deftroy other people. When Jujlinian had 
teqeiyed tjic Money he agreed for, with thofe 
he was to prefer, lie fuffered them to pillage 
me people, and,the Provinces, that they might 
inrich themfelves in a fhort time, and they com¬ 
plied with his deiign : For having borrowed 
at -great intereft , the Money which they paid 
for their places', when they were portertedof 
their Governments or other places, they treated 
the fubjedfs with all manner of Tyranny, to 
discharge themfelves of the debts which they 
had contra&ed in the purchafe, and to lay up 
for themfelves. And this they did with the ' 
reater liberty, becaufe they were in no appre- 
enfion of being cjueftioncd, much lcfs condemn? 

ed 
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ed for their exa&ion > but on the confraryf 
were aflured , That the cxccfs of their violcif* 

I ces, their murders, their thefts, and all their 
I other cruelties, would rather be a means to gain 
them honor and reputation , feeing all thofc 
Frauds and Extortions parted with that Prince* 
for marks of their induftry and addrefs. But 
for all that, when Jujlinian obferved they were 
fufficiently rich he intangled them in fomc pre* 
tended charge or other, and took all from them 
| in a moment. 

| There wa$ a LaW made, by which it Wa$ 
injoyned to all petfons who were to be advan- 
! ced to any Office or Government, to fwcar up¬ 
on the Evangelijls , ’That they would, not commit 
any violence or extortions Upon the Subjetiand y 
that there was nothings either given or taken for 
their places $ and that , whoever was guilty of tranf- 
greffmg that Law , fhould be accurfed according to 
the cufloni of the Antients: But the faid Law had 
not been in force a full year j but in defpight of 
that Law, and the malcdi&ion that was pro¬ 
nounced , lie fold thofc Offices himfelf, not 
only privately, but with inimitable impudence, 
in the face of the whole World, and the Mer¬ 
chants which bought themi notwithftanding 
their Oaths to the contrary , plundrcd and ra¬ 
vaged the State mote then ever before. Bcfides 
theft;, he had another invention, which perhaps 
is not fo ealily to be believed » and that was 
' not to fell the great Offices in Conjlantinople as 
formerly, but to keep them in his own hands, 
and execute them by certain perfons, to whom 
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f allowed Hilaries for thqir pain 9 , and received 
all the/reft of the profits to h wfelfj qnd they (like 
Farmers Jihaving received what t;hey .were to ex? 
pe& from their Maftcrj with infupportab.le fioldi 
nefs, fqqeezed , and extorted whatever they 
pould toTatisfie him, and indeed,broughthim in 
maft prodigiousTurns. 

Thefe Mercenary Magiftratps and Governor? 
were to be feen parting from one Province to 
another, .plaguing and tormenting thepopr peo¬ 
ple, under the fair pretence of (heir dignity. 
Juftiniah bad .always a great .care to ,put the 
-word: men in his Empire, into the fioft places, 
•apd his defign commonly fiwcded. When he 
tfirft advanced his wicked,agents to the principal 
(Dignities, and their power had difeovered their 
•ill inclinations, it was much admired, that the 
•heart of man could be capable of fuch nia]ice,: 
(But after a conftderable interval, thofe who 
fiiccecded, having infinitely out-done them, the 
people were at as great a dofs to comprehend 
•how it fliould be portible for them to exceed 
.their PrcdeccfTors, who had,parted among them 
(for fuch abominable Creatures^ and yet com¬ 
pared with the prefent Officers,were very honeft 
;mcn. But the. third fucceflion, and thofe who 
•came after them, .exceeded the fecond, as much 
a$ the fccond had done the firft, and did in a 
•manner vindicate their Predecefforsb.y thetranf- 
•ccndcncy of their crimes, and the extream in- 
duftry which they exprefled in the condn# qf 
.their , execrable a&ions, infomuch, as, they re- 
• ftored them, who were before them, to Come 
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degree of reputation, though in their times it* 
Was thought importible for any to have been 
more impious and cruel. In this manner thd 
miferies of the State daily incrcafing, it was 
manileft by experience. That certain bounds 
cannot be preferred to the wickednefs of Man, 
apd that when it is confirmed by precedent ex¬ 
amples, and maintained and fupported by great 
perfqns , and power and authority, gives it 
mean* to exert, and fhow its fclf againlt Infe¬ 
riors •» no man can tell how far it will extend, 
but by the greatnefs of the miferies which it 
pujjs down upoti the people. And thefe were 
tfie Magiftrates in fafliion under the Reign of 

Jtfjibiian. 

It often fell out, that the Huns invaded the 
Lands of the Empire, and the Commanders in 
j tbr$cia and lllyritm having refolved to charge 
diem in their Retreat, they received exprefs 
Qrders from the Emperor to the contrary, as 
being allied with him;againft the Goths, andthei 
reft which were Enemies to the very name of 
the Romans. 

The Barbarians making ufc of that occafion,' 
retreated, after, they had committed a thoufaiul 
outrages upon the $ubje<fts of the Empire, and 
tfie more, becaufe they found they fhould pafs 
as Allies, though they carried with them a vaft 
deal of plunder, and great quantity of prifoners. 
Thel'eafynts unable to endure, that their Wives 
and Children fliould be carried into captivity, 
got together in confidcrable numbers, purfued, 
overtook, .charged, defeated the Barbarians , arid 
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having taken all their Baggage, they recovcfetJ 
their prifbners, and all tne ff>oil that they had 
loft : But this victory was very unfortunate t6 
the Feafantr , for the Emperor feht Soldiers a- 
mongft them, who beat, and wouhded, and 
abufedthem, and eat up < the whole Countrey, 
till they had furrendred the Horfes which they 
had taken from the Barbariattfi 

When Jttftinian and Theodora had quit them- 
felves of John de Cappadocia , they looked out 
for another to put in his place > but they revi¬ 
ved to chufe none; but the word that they could 
find, that he might be a faithful minifter of the 
cruelty and oppreflion which they defigned 
againft their Subjeds. For this fcafon they were 
very curibus in examining the fpiritand hunifirs 
of all people about the Court v but finding 
none of them bad enough, they gave the place 
(pro tempore) to one Iheodotut, who though no' 
Saint, was not fo wicked as they defired v at 
length, after long and diligent feafeh, they 1 
found out a certain Syrian ,called Feter Barzames , 
who had been a Banker by profeffion % thi9 
Rafcal had got a great fuim of Money together 
by his cunning and juggling, cheating the re i- 
ccivers, and other perfons, with the greateft 
dexterity in the World, nimming their Money 
as they were telling it, fo neatly, it was hard to 
perceive him > and when he was taken, he had 
the impudence to fwear them down, tlttt it 
ftuck to his fingers. 

This fellow, as I have diferibed him, having 
lifted himfelf firft in the Fretorian Bands, cafiio 
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by degrees to that perfedion of wickcdnefS 
that he was always the firft who offered his 
fervice to Theodora, when ever any of her im¬ 
pious resolutions were to be put in execution. 
Upon this fcore they put him in the place of 
IheodotM , who fucceeded John of Cappadocia , 
as not being able to make choice of another 

man, fo proper to alfift in their barbarous de- 
figris. 

The firft thing he did, he cheated the Soldier 
of his pay, and he did it without the Ieaft fhame 
or fear in the World. His next exploit was, to 
expofetofale the Offices and Commands, with 
the greateft infamy that ever Man did, fellin^ 
them much cheaper to any that was ready for 
an ill adion » abandoning the goods and the 
lives of the people of the Provinces, to them 
who bought the Governments, and transferring 
to them, all the power which the Emperor had 
granted him of pilling and plundering with 
impunity, as foon as ever they had paid their 
Moticy s fo that, what ever they received of 
the blood and lives of the Subjcd, was imme¬ 
diately conveyed into the Coffers of the Em¬ 
peror. 

There wcrclikcwife Diabolical Councils and 
Conventions about the deftrudion of Cities, 
held in the chcif Courts in Constantinople , and 
(if 1 miftakc not) by publick allowance > for 
from that time, Officers were created with the 
title of CoMefiorr, and diftributed into the Pro¬ 
vinces, to raife Money under pretence of Jufticc, 
hut in reality to reimburfe thcmfclvcs of what 
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they had given for their places, which they levi¬ 
ed upon fnch as were culpable with mod mcr- 
cilcfs cruelty. At length Veter himfclf, among 
thofc whom he imploycd in his exactions, hav¬ 
ing tried many, found feme who cheated him, 
and laid up for thcmfclvcs » and this was not 
his misfortune alone, but every mans who had 
borne the faid office before, and alter him > the 
Mahers of the Offices, and fuch as had been ad* 
vanced for their money or prefents i the Over- 
Peers of the Emperors particular Dcmclhs i and 
in few words, all the Magiilratcs, not only in 
Confhnttinople , but the whole Empire : for in 
ffiort, from the time that r jliftman (the greateft 
Tyrant that ever was) had thcadminiftration of 
Affairs, there was not one place, but he fold 
himfclf, or his Miniilers under hand i and thofc 
who bought them, were obliged to ferve him 
long, with much trouble and great lofs. 

Jttfihiian had made great provifion of Corn 
in Conflantinople , and kept it till the greateft 
part of it fhrunk * neverthdefs, though it wag 
not fit to beufed, he forced the Cities in the 
Eait to take it off on his hands, each of them a 
certain proportion , and fold it to them at a 
much dearer rate, then it it had been good : 
So that the poor Citizens were conflraincd fo 
throw it into the Sea, or the Comtnon-fliorcs, 
though it had cofl them lb dear. And for that 
which was good, though there was great quan¬ 
tities of it in the Granaries in Conjiantinople , 
the Emperor caulcd it to be Ibid to fuch Towns 
us wanted it, at double the price it bore in the 
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Provinces, from whence it was extorted and 
Pent thither. But the next year there being a 
fcarcity of Corn, and the Ships having trans¬ 
ported lefs from the Provinces, then was requi- 
lite for the fubfiftance of the people of that 
Cii:y, which was the greateft in the World. 
Peter found himfclf in great perplexity , not 
knowing of what Wood to make his Arrow, 
nor what remedy to apply to their Diftrefs. 
Having well confidcrcd of a way, at length lie 
pitched upon this, to caufe all the Corn to be 
tranfported out of Tbr\icc, PbrypJ.t , and hitbyni.i , 
to Conit.nitimple , and to compel the Inhabitants 
of thofc Provinces to convey it themlclvcs to 
the Ports, where they were to fliip it with a 
great deal of pains, and carry it by Sea to Con- 
Jibuti/tuple j having experimented in their pass¬ 
age, all the dangers that could be incurred, in a 
fulien and outragiousSca. 

When they were arrived thorowall thofc dif¬ 
ficulties, and had perfeded their voyage, they 
had but a third part of their due paid them for 
their pains, and the loflcs they received were fo 
great and confidcrable, they had better have 
given away their Corn, and twice as much 
more : Yet all this Provifion was too fmall for 
the fuftcnancc of fo populous a City, fcvcral 
perfons went to complain to the Emperor, and 
reinonftrate the true ftatcof affairs. The Sol¬ 
diers who were in great arrears, and had no 
Money to furnifli thcmfclvcs with Victuals, be¬ 
gan to murmur and repine, and to bold fuch 
Meetings and Affcmblies in the Town, asfeem- 
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eJ to prcfagc a Sedition which was ready to 
break out: Hereupon the Emperor conceiving 
a difpleafure againft Peter for his malc-admini- 
ftration, refolvcd to take away his place, not 
only becaufc of the prefent inconvcniencies, but 
becaufe he was allured he was very rich, and 
had heaped up-vaft fums by his violences and 
opprelTions: But Theodora oppofed it, being a 
great friend to Rarzames, by rcafon (as I ima¬ 
gine) of his wicked inclinations, and the in- 
fupportable cruelty wherewith he treated the 
Subjects j for as flic her fclf was naturally cruel 
and inhumane, flic took particular care, to have 
fuch people to execute her dcligns, as were ab- 
folutcly conformable to her own pernicious dif- 
pofition. Some there arc notwithftanding, who 
affirm, Tiiat Peter forced 7 heodura to be his 
friend, by verfue of certain charms, though flic 
was naturally his Enemy. The truth is, all his 
life long he had applied himfclf much to In- 
chantmcnts, and Necromancy, holding great 
corrcfpondcncc with the Manicheans , becaufe 
they fhidied them much, and were open favorers 
of thofc Arts, as Barzatncs was of them. Though 
Theodora underftood all this, and more, flic loved 
him never the lefs i on the contrary fhc ingaged 
in his intcrefls with more kindnefs and zeal, 
having had her felf Ih her youth great converfa- 
tion with Sorcerers and Magicians, and placed 
much confidence in their Art, and many times 
made very much life of it. It was believed likc- 
wife, That it was not alogether her flattery and 
complacency, which gave her fuch influence up¬ 
on 
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on Juflhmn , but her Magick and intelligence 
with the Devil i for Jn\\in‘un was not fb cun¬ 
ning, nor of a nature fo flexible to good, to de¬ 
fend himfclf againft her ffratagems, and wiles 
of this kind: On the contrary,' his mind being 
entirely corrupted by cruelty, and avarice, he 
was every moment expofed fb much to fubtiltics 
and flattery, that in things of great eft import¬ 
ance, he turned cafily with the wind, there 
being no truft or reliance upon him for the belt 
friend, or neareft relation that he had : For in 
flioit, he was the moft light, unconftant, and 
uncertain man in all things^ that ever was 
known. So that the Sorcerers who were very 
bulie about him with their charms, and parti¬ 
cularly Theodora , found no great difficulty to 
arrive at their ends. 

The humors and inclinations of Peter, as I 
faid before, wrought fo much upon Theodora, 
and gained him the favor of that Princcfs, fo 
effectually, that the Emperor having with 
much ado. removed him from his Prcfc&fhip, 
flic prevailed with him not long alter to make 
him high Trcaftucrof the Empire, having taken 
that place from joint , who had been put into it 
but little before. This John -was originally of 
Valsjiine , a man of that mflonefs, jufficc, and 
generality, lie knew not how to cxercifc the 
little frugalities of a private family . and for in¬ 
jury, he had never done it to any perfon alive, 
but the more grateful he was in the eyes of the 
people, the more odious he became to Jujlhthri 
and Theodora, who no fo.oncr had notice pf the 
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vcrtuc and goodnefs of their Officers > but they- 
turned their thoughts wholly upon ways of re¬ 
moving them, not being able to endure per- 
fons fo oppollte to their own natural temper. ^ 
Veter, as I faid before, fucceeding John, in 
the management of the Treafury, was the caufe 
ot a thoufancl mifcrics toparticular per fons, nav- 
ing imbc7led the fund,which of a longtime had 
been railing by an antient and laudable cullom, 
for the relief of fevcral poor families i feuding 
part of it to the Emperor, and keeping the relt 
for himfelf, whereby he acquired valt riches, 
whileft they died with hunger , who had no¬ 
thing elfe to maintain them , but tliofe annual 
Contributions. Befidcs which, he coyned Money 
of Gold, much lefs then the former, and made 
it currant by Proclamation. 

Thefc in the Reign of Jujihihw were the per¬ 
sons, who managed all the Offices, and publick 
imployments. I (hall now fpcak of the methods 
which he ufed to mine all. people of cflatcs , 
though to exhibitc their mifery , there needs 
(in llri&nels ) no more then what lhavc fpo- 
ken of the Governors of Provinces, and Col¬ 
lectors, who had private and peremptory in- 
firuttion, to mine all people whole eftates were 
in Land. ^ ' 

The Homan Emperors were formerly ac- 
cuftomed to remit to the people, the arrears of 
fuch Money as was owing to the Exchequer, that 
fuch of tirtm as were unable to pay , might 
not be in fear all their life long j nor the Trea¬ 
surers haye opportunity to railib Money, where 

jnany 


r ii 9 ) 

many times it was not due. Eut Jnflhiian, in 
Two and thirty years time, was not guilty of 
one of thofe rcmilfions i the poor people were 
forced from their Houles and Countreys, with¬ 
out any hopes of return, whilcll fuch as were 
honeft, were liable to calumniations, anti threat- 
ned perpetually to be complained of, as not 
having paid what was due to the Emperor for 
their Taxes upon their Lands •, inlbmuch, that 
the uhfortunate .Creatures were conlhaincd to 
pafs aw-ay their Lands to the Emperor, or their 
Pcrlecutorsi not Co much out ot apprehenfion 
of new Taxes , as (or the impoflibility which 
they found to fupport long the unjult exactions, 
wliich for many years together they had been 
fpreed to pay. 

Moreover, though thcgrcatcll part of Afu 
bad been ruined by the Arms of thc.S’im/^w/j-, 
and Perfians, and all Europe haralfcd atul info lied 
by the incurlions of the Hunt, and ScLtvonhns \ 
the War of the Goths produced lacking and 
burning ol Towns, and devaluations of Provin¬ 
ces > though the Inhabitants were carried away 
priloncrs with all that they had > and thole few 
who cicapcd the hands of the liurh.iriant, were 
glad to forfakc their Countrey , and banilh 
thcmlclves : Yet none of thefc conlidentions 
could work upon Jujlbiian, or prevail with him 
to remit one tribute or impolt to any one Town 
in the whole Empire, unlefs it was fuch as had 
been taken by the Enemy \ and in that cafe, 
their exemption was but (or a year, whereas, if 
he flrould have excufcd them for feven years 
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together, as his Predcceflor Anaflatiiu had done, 
it would have been no great matter, conlide' 
ring the great inifery to which they were re¬ 
duced. In Ihort, Cabades invaded the Terri¬ 
tories of the Emperor, and returned every 
way Victorious, but his Son Cofrees produc’d 
greater Conltcrriation, by Burning and Killing 
all where ever lie parted with his Army. And 
yet thole of the Eaft, who had been expo- 
fed fo often to the Incurlionsof the Huns , 
the Verfians , and Sarazins , and ruined by 
their Armies •> and the Romans , who being fet- 
led in fcveral parts of Europe , had many times 
felt the Hollility of the Barbarians ; thofe I 
fay , who had fullered fo much for their af¬ 
fection to the State,found more cruelty m Ju\U- 
man , then among all the Barbarians \ his EdiCts 
and Impolitions, cotnpleating that Ruine, which 
the Enemy had but begun. I (hall now re¬ 
cite what was the Contents of thofe EdiCts. 

Thofe whole Ertates were in Land , were 
by them obliged to furnilh a certain quantity 
of Provifions for the Souldicrs, at their own 
Charges, every Man paying llis part, nor did 
they confider what was given according to the 
^Prizes of things, but according to a former Af> 
fefmcnt made a long time before» and if at 
any time they were fo unfortunate, not to have 
lb much Cattle or Forrage upon their Lands , 
as would latisfie for their rtiarc , they were con- 
ftrained to buy them at any rate, and convey 
them from the Provincial Magazines, which 
were very far oft', to the place where the 
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Troops were in Garrifon, and then deliver 
them, in what quantity and at what rate the 
Officers plcafed, and not according to what 
was realonable and juft. This Impoft was cal¬ 
led , the Jmpojl if Victuals , by which thofe who 
had Lands, paid ten times greater Tribute then 
formerly,(I) that really it was taking from them, 
lo much Blood out of their Veins, being obli¬ 
ged to carry their Corn to Coufantinople , af¬ 
ter they had (ulfcrcd fo much by quartering 
the Army. Thcfe difordersand opprcllions the 
State owes to Barzames and John de Cappado- 
cia , whom their SuccelTors imitated cxaCtly in 
the Continuation of their Crime : Audio much 
for the Tax called/^ Impojl of Victuals, The 
Impolitions were like a Plague, which came fud- 
dcnly upon thofe whofc Ertates were in Land, 
and took from them , not only the hopes of li¬ 
ving tolerably well, but the means of conti¬ 
nuing their Life, as miferablcas it was. For 
though the Lands were all thrown up , and 
dela ted by the Ruine or Flight of the Owners, 
or their Tenants, rvho were either Killed or 
Frighted out of their Country, or die hid them- 
felvcs to avoid Pcifecution , Jnjlinian without; 
any rcludhmce exacted thcfe Impolitions,which 
were very frequent in his time > I conclude in 
few words , the Taxes call the Deferiptions 
Were import’d to repair the Lofles which the 
Cities had brought upon fuch as were proprie¬ 
tors in the Country. But it would be an infi¬ 
nite Trouble, to undertake an Account of all 
the EviJ Eftcdts which cnRied upon thcfe Taxes,- 
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or the idle and trivial pretences, upon which 
they were Impofcd ■> for the Mifcrics of the Peo¬ 
ple increafed daily , and though the Inhabitants 
in the Country were molt of them dead of the 
Plague, (which the Roman Empire was no lefs 
afflicted at that time, then the other parts of the 
World ) and though the Contagion was fo uni- 
verfal, the Fields and the Farms lay uninha¬ 
bited and untilled, Juft ini an never made the 
leaft Abatement in his Duties, and Imports 
that he had ErtabliHicd * on the contrary, he 
conftrained with great feverity, thofc who were 
alive, to pay the proportions of fuch of their 
Neighbors, as were Dead of the Infection. 

In Ihort, their finelV and richcrt Apartments 
they gave for Quarters to the Souldicrs , trea¬ 
ting them with all portiblc liberality and civi¬ 
lity , whilrt they were glad to make fluff with 
any by place orrtinkinghole to lye in themfelves.^ 
In this manner things palfed in the Reign of 
Jnftinian and 'l bead or a , who though they were 
but Mortal as other Men are, adtedmore like 
j uries then Men •> for during all their time,there 
was not One Momentswntcrmiflionof War, or 
other Calamities, but a general and deplorable 
deflation,like a Flood, overwhelmed the whole 
Empire at one time. 

But bccaufe by accident I have mentioned 
the word Quarters, I will not forget to fay , 
that there was at Conftantinople 70000 Barbari¬ 
ans and Foreigners, which the Houle Keepers 
were obliged to Quarter, and to fuffermny 
other Incommoditics, bclidcs what they rccei- 
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ved by Lodging them. And now I fhall declare 
how Jnftinian behaved himfelf with his Armies. 
He fent Commiflarics call’d Logotbetes among 
them , with directions to pinch and abate as 
much of their Pay as waspoifible, giving thofc 
Mifcreantsa Twelfth part of what by their dc- 
velilh Arts they could retrench of their pay. 
By the Ertablifhmcnt in the Roman Army , all 
Soldiers had not equal pay: Thofc who were 
new , had lefs then the reft , thofc who had 
any thing of Experience , had more, cfpccial- 
ly if they had been Lilted any time > but the 
grcatelt and molt conliderable Penlions , were 
to the Veterans , who had ferved too long to 
bcdifmilTcd without allowance, for not being 
looked upon as under Ingagcmcnt, but as pri¬ 
vate perfons belonging to the Eltablilhmeut,they 
were able to fublilt with more Eafe, and leave 
to their Families , out of their Wages and Pay, 
what would keep them, when they themfelvcs 
were dead : The Ertablifhmcnt running thus , 
When any of the Veterans dyed , or were to be 
difmijfed , tboje who were next under , were com¬ 
monly preferred according to tbe Antiquity of their 
Services , and receive Yay with tbe bigbeft. But 
thefe dctcrtable Commilfarics would not per¬ 
mit the Names of fuch as were fain to be ex¬ 
pung’d , nor the Rolls to be called over, but in 
a very long time, by which it came to pafs, that 
the Troops were very thin, and thofc few Soul¬ 
dicrs which were left, remained in fpight of 
their Merits, in ranks beneath what was their 
due, and by confcquencc their pay was (o much 
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left then it ought to have been , whilft in the 
mean time the Commiffarics conveyed to Jttfii - 
nim all the Money that they pnrloind from the 
Army , which fuffered bciides that, a thoufand 
other injuftices, in rccompence of the dangers 
they had run , and the Wounds they had recei¬ 
ved in their almoft daily Rencounters and En¬ 
gagements. For example, Tome were defpifed 
for being Greekj^s \£ Greece never had produced 
any one perfon that was worthy of the Name 
of aSouldicr: feme wcrccafliicrd, as being in 
fervicc without the Emperors Order i The Cer¬ 
tificates of others were with great difficulty 
allow’d, and others disbanded for having been 
abfent fome finall time from their Quarters. 
After all this, certain of the Pretorian Bands 
were chofcn to take an exaft review, quite 
through the Roman Umpire , of all the Souldi- 
^rs which were capable of bearing Armcs. Some 
who had been a longtime in the Service, were 
cafhiercd , as unfit for the War, and were to be 
feen .begging about the Streets, as having no¬ 
thing to fullain them but the Charity of the peo¬ 
ple, which to good Men, was a fadobjedf, 
and well worthy of Companion. Others to 
defend themfelvcs againlt thofc Extremities, 
gave great fums of Money to the Commiffa- 
ries by way of Redemption : So that the Ar¬ 
my being grown feeble and weak , by a hun¬ 
dred fiich practices, and deftitute of neceffa- 
ries, began to conceive fuch a hatred again It the 
fervicc, that the affairs of the Empire went ve¬ 
ry ill on all fidcs, and cfpccially ip Italy, For 
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Alexander who was font thither in the Quality 
of Commiflaric, brought a thoufand Mifchicft 
and Incommodities upon the Souldicrs, reproa¬ 
ching them impudently by the fmalncfs of their 
Numbers, (which was not their fault, but the 
Emperors Jancl caufing large fums of Money to be 
payd to the Italians^ under pretence of vindicating 
the Emp. from the violences otl bcoduric and his 
Gotha. Nay, this bufinefs was carrycd on yet 
farther, for the ravenous Commiffarieshaving 
ruined the Common Souldicrs, reduced the 
Officers to the grcatell poverty imaginable, in- 
fomuch , as they had nothing left to fubfift up¬ 
on , though their Services had been extraordi¬ 
nary , and the Laurels wherewith they had been 
Crowned a long time, ought to have fhcltrcd 
thcrriagainfl lo unreasonable a Storm : And fee¬ 
ing I am (peaking of the Army, I fliall add. 
That formerly the Roman Emperors, had a 
Cuftom to maintain fevcral fmall Armies upon 
the Frontiers of the Empire, to fecure them 
againft Incurfions , and particularly in the Pa¬ 
ttern Provinces, to refill the Inroads of the Pcr- 
fians , and Sarazins , and thefe Troops were 
called the Troops of the Frontiers. Inthefirft 
place Jnjlinian took fo little care of thefe Ar¬ 
mies, that lie deferred the payment of them 
from four years to four years, and fometimes 
to live - , and when the Truce was*.concluded 
betwixt the Romans and the Pcrfians , fuppo- 
iing it would drain his Coffers unnccelfarily, 
to maintain thofc poor Troops in time of Peace, 
he disbanded them all in one day, and leaving 
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the Frontiers unfurniflicd, lie brought thofc 
Troops to fucli indigence, that they had nothing 
to fublift upon, but the benevolence of good 

people. _ r 

The Emperors Guard confided formerly of 
3500 men, whofc pay was greater than the 
ted of the Army, and finable to the dignity 
of the place, as being intended for the choice 
Souldicrs of Armenia , and a fcledt number to 
be cull’d out of the whole Army, no other 
being capable thereof t But from the time that 
'Zeno was Emperor, all forts of people were 
entertained, and no body fo lewd or inexperi¬ 
enced but might be admitted for his money. 
In the Reign of Jttjlin, Jufthiinn received fc- 
vcral into the Guards upon the fame termes, 
paying him conlidcrably for it, and finding his 
number complcat, he entertained near 2000 
more, and called them Supernumeraries, but 
lie cafhircd them as foon as lie came himfclf 
to the Throne, without any reimburfment. But 
the bed of his Exploits was, That pretending 
a dclignc to fend Armies into Per ft a and Affri\ 
and ItalyJ\c gave orders for 3 500 of thcoldcll 
Souldicrs to be picked out and prepared for that 
Expedition as perfons of more then ordinary 
experience, when to fpcak truth they were 
utterly unfit for the Warr, and had not the 
lead thought or inclination thereunto s where¬ 
upon apprehending that journey exceedingly, 
they cliofc rather to remit their arrears to the 
Emperor, than to undertake the Expedition, 
and this was not the fird time that trick had 

been 
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bden pra&ifed. Thefe troops of the Guards 
were often ("or rather daily ) expofed to the 
derifions and contempt of Peter who was Mafter 
of the Offices , who though he was naturally 
Gentle and loved not to do any man hurt, was 
nevcrthelefs the lad man who by his exactions 
and immoderate defire of Wealth, put the Em¬ 
peror upon thofc things, and made him fas I 
faid before) confpire the deltrudfion of Amala - 
hzoute the Daughter of TWo»^ King of the 
Goths. 

T here are belonging to the Emperors Iiou- 
fliold, a fort of Souldicrs of much higher qua¬ 
lity than the red, who buying their places at 
a dearer rate have better pay than any of their 
Brethren. Thefe are called his Donicdick 
Guards, or his Protestors > They never go to 
the Warn, and arc never received into the 
Emperors Palace but according to their Ranks. 
Part of thefe were conltantly in Gavifon in 
Conjtanthiople , others in Galatia , and others 
in other of the Provinces. By the dime fub- 
tilty and artifice, Jujlinian conllraincd them not 
to demand of him their Arrears: But to bring all 
that may be faid of this fubjedt, to one point 
according to antient Cudom the Emperor every 
five years had a General Muder, fo that every 
five years Commiflarics were lent from Conjfan- 
tinople to all the Provinces, Armysand Garri- 
lons, and gave from the Emperor a piece of 
Gold of five Statcras to every Soldier : This 
had been praftifed a long time, but for this 
lad 32 years fince Juffiinian came to the Go¬ 
vern- 
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vernmcnt, he took fo little care to continue if* 
it is almoft forgot that ever there was fuch a 
Cuftom. But let us now pafs to his practices 
upon the poor Subject. 

Thofc who are received into Office in the 
Emperors Houfhold, or admitted to any degree 
of Magiftracy in Conti ant inoph\ take their pla¬ 
ces lowed and are afterwards advanced, as any 
of thofe above them dye, or retire, and that 
courfc they continue till they come at the higheft. 
For fuch perfons, by antient Inftitution there 
was eflablifhcd a Fund of above iooco Livers 
of Gold every year, to the end that having a 
comfortable and honorable fubliftance for them- 
felvcs when they grow aged, they might be 
able in fome mcafurc to give reliefe to other 
people: which indeed was a very good thing, 
to oblige the Officers, and incourage them to 
accquit themfelvcs handfbmly of their imploy- 
ments in tho adminiftration of publick affairs* 
But this unmerciful Prince having retrenched 
all their penfions, and taken from them all 
means to fubfift, ruined not only them, but 
many others bcfidcs; for as we cannot but be 
the better for fome peoples plenty, fo we mull 
needs fuffer datnmage when they are undone, 
in whofc plenty we fhared. In fhort, he that 
will compute the retrenchments which he 
upon them and other people during the 
thirty two years of his Reign , will find the 
fumms to be vaft which he brought into his 
Exchequer. And this was the Courfe this 
great Tyrant obferved to ruin and vex the 

Scmldiers 
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Soldiers, the Officers, the Officers ofhis houfhold 
and the Magiftrates: I (hall now mention Ins 
deportment With the Merchants, Mariners, Mc-< 
chariicks,and all that kept Shop in Conti antinoplo 
$nd In a word his univerfal injuftice to all people! 

There are two Streigbts not far from c>;/- 
jramiuople , one in the llelejpont betwixt Sift os 
and Abydos , the other at the mouth of the 
Ettxbte Sea not far fron) the famous Church of 
our Lady. In the Strcight upon the Helcfpont 
there was never any Cuftom-houfe, or Office, 
or Partifans, or Publicans, but a Pcrfon was 
effifbliffied by the Emperor at Abydos who bad 
the charge of .Surveying all Goods and Armcs 
that were tranfported, and to fee that nothing 
of that nature ffiould be carried from Conftan- 
thtople but by the Emperours permiffion, nor 
any Vcffel fuffered to pafs without a Ticket 
from the Magiftrates appointed to that purpofc: 
For no fliip was allowed to go out, but by leave 
from the Commiffary or Secretary to the 
Maftcr of the Offices, and what Fret or exadfed 
of the Mafters pf the Ships under the title of 
Duties, was foinconfiderablc, nobody regarded 
it. To the other Strcight a Frctor was lent 
likev/ife, whofc bufinefs was the fame, that is 
to fay, to take care that no body tranfported 
to the barbarous Nations any Merchandize or 
Effetfts which were forbidden to be Exported 
out of the Empire, but with this Caution , 
That he fhpuld not exadf any Duties cither 
from the Merchant or maftcr of the Ship. But 
from the time Jujlittian had the manage-* 
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jmcnt of Affairs, he cftablilhcd botii in one 
place and the other Officers of his cuftomcs 
and two I 1 re tors to whom he gave a certain 
‘ Sailary by the year upon condition they would 
apply their utmoft endeavor to draw as much 
•frioncy from thole duties as was polliblc. Thefc 
'Mercenary Officers who had no greater dclne, 
than to dcmonllrate to the Emperor their Zeal 
, and alfcdfion to his fcrvice , (crewed and ra- 
vilhed from the Mariners by violence, illegal 
and unaccullomcd Gabels upon all forts of Com¬ 
modities. And at this rate were things ma¬ 
naged in thole Streights i But for the part of 
Conjlantinoph he gave the charge of that to one 
of his Court a great favorite called strident 
born in Syria, with Order to take Dutyes of 
all Vcffels whatever, whether outward or in¬ 
ward bound. This sld/leus to latisfy the infa- 
tiablc Avarice of his Mailer, when the Ships 
had been a certain time in the Harbor, obliged 
the Mailers to pay money for their exemption, 
or die he would lade their Ships with Com- 
.modifies to be tranfjaorted into Slfrit\ox Italy \ 
Infomuch that many people unable to endure 
thofc injuries and opprclTions, nor the great 
Expenfes they were ncccllitatcd to be at in 
their Navigation, burned their Ships and (led, 
chooiing rather to loofc all at once, than to be 
hourly expofed to the Cares and miferics of 
their condition. But others who were forced 
to continue their Trade for fublillance, would 
not let their Ships to the Merchants under three 
times the rate as formerly, and then the Mer¬ 
chant 
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ihant being enforced to fell accordingly, to re- 
itnburfe himftlf of what h6‘ was out i by thele 
unlucky ,proic<£fs, Jiijlinian foiind out a way to 
>uin all the'Subjedh which he had: and this 
was the face of affairs in thole kind of things') 
But j( think my felf bound iti this place to give 
a defcriptiorTof the Courfes. which Jitfthiiaii 
and Theodora made ulc of to raife profit out 
of the Moneys. : ; The officers of the Mintufed 
to make a certain coin of Gold of the value of 
two hundred and ten OhoUts , which they cal¬ 
led y holes. Jt/fi l nun to make his advantage , 
caufed them to be melted down, and new ones 
to be Coined, Weighing but 180. fo that he got 
a fixth part out of every ‘ piece to the great 
prejudice of his Subjedfs. Moreover ha- 
Ving fettled impoffs upon all Mcrchaiidiie 
(which could .not be done without vail detri- 
hient to the Buyers^ there was nothing exempt 
but Cloafhs, which were not liable to CullomSj 
but Jujlinitin and f /heodiira found out a way 

to draw money put of them as well as the 

reft. 

Formerly the Workmen "And Merchants of 
Silk Stuffs, had their Fadtorys in Beryte , and 
y ,T ) two Townes in Vlmticia , where .they 
jittlcd their Trade, and from whence after¬ 
wards it was propogated quite through the 
World: but in the Reign of Juftinian thofc who 
lived in Cmtftantlnople , and other Towns under 
the Roman' Dominion, railed the prices of'theif 
Silks, pretending they were dearer in Verfia, bc- 
Hdcs the Dutyes which were required and ex-' 

K 2 a died 
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a&ed at the entrance into ; the Empire. It wtf 
VoWh not W after that the .Eippcror was 
accQflary, for he put forth an EdiCt prohibit 
ting any to fetf under E^ht gold pieces J 
pofiriW $\% witEcophfcation of qoocls, and 
fofs of EUateto'any,that(liquid difobcy: Thu 
appearing altogether unrcafonable ,to the Mcr- 
cjiant, Who cfuia i]Ot afford hi? Commodities 
which coft him tnuch .dearer at- the ufual rate, 
he chofe rather to give over and tr^de no more,: 
\Vhereupon (hyeral of t hem gave aw;ty (fecrct* 
1 v)all <he remainder of their Wares, to n\ch 

of iheir friends as delighted in fuch unncccffary 

cxpcnces, and loved to appear glorious imthe 
World, or to fuc.h ?s .hacl any other qccahon 
for them: but as privately as they tarried it,a 
rumor' was fpread abroad, no body lmcw hom 
Whence, which coming to the Ears cf 1 bendy 
rj ffc fined the Merchants anhupdred pound 
in’dold, and tiled upon their Silks into the 
bargain. ' At prefent there is none but the grand 
Treafnrcr 'who can licence .that Manufactory, 
in Which Yerz mcs who had that Ofhcc wa$ 
permitted tajfrr i'fcm: 
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permitted to. play a thpufuid. juggliqg tricks 
|rf cffcCt, be took 'tile Workmen to himfclf 
constrained them to work only for him, and 
would not fuffer them to deal with any body 
clfe ; bcfidcs ’ lie fold publickly in the Ware, 
hottfes which lie had fet up, an ounce of any 
coloured Silk for fix pieces of Gold, but if it 
were in Grain, or the Colour Royal which they 
called Volovere s' he fold it for four and twenty, 
fb that by th’cje unconfcionable wayes he raffed 
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vaft Sumrhcs cf Money for the' Emperdr, be- 
(ides his own fnips, which he kept very pri¬ 
vate , arid' were fuppofed as conliderable as 
the other, arid this trade lie Atfick to this day, 
with prohibition to every body elfe; For this 
caufc the Mcrthahts both in Conjhnthtople and 
Other Citys refented highly their ufage , and' 
the lofc which they fuftained by the rriiri of 
their Workmen: And for aS much as in 
arid Betyte moft of the popular fubliltcd by' 
that fort of Manufactory , they were brought’ 
to a neccflity of begging the charity of good 
people, or flarving with huriger and mifery. 
And tiiofc few who cfcapcd, quitted their own 
Countrey, and fled among the F artbiahs , for 
(as I' laid before ) none but the TrcafurCr-Gc- 
neral of the Empire was permitted to meddle. 
iH that commodity, and he returning a final!’ 
part of his gains to the Emperor, kept the 
greated to himfclf, railing a prodigious eftate 
out of the ruins of the people, and his happi- 
nels, out of the Calamities of the State, but 
enough of this, I fliall now proceed, and give 
an account how he defpoild Cnn)lautbtopJe^ai)d 
the other Towns of all their Ornaments. His 
flrft defigne was againlt the Lawyers., whom 
lie' refolvcd utterly to undo , leflcriing their 
fees, and forbiding gratuities, though after the 
cjaiffd was determined, which were commonly 
very confidcrablc: In all Suits that were de¬ 
pending hccaufcd deciiion to be made by oath, 
\yhich rendred tbc'Lawycrs ufelefs and contem¬ 
ptible , to tlieirgrcat prejudice and difplealurc: 

K 3 Moreover, 
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Jvforcoycr, from the time in which Juftiman 
made bold with the Senators, and feized upon 
their Eftatcs, and other great Citizens in Con- 
jiantinople , which were as Wealthy as they, the 
Advocates and Lawyers were become very in¬ 
considerable, as not having Work for any one 
Hearing > lo that they whofe number and eftcctn 
Was formerly very, great, were now grown but 
few, and they not only defpifed by all the 
World, but deftitute of all Nccclfarics, having 
nothing left them, but their old Inllitution to 
diflinguifli them from other people. Nor was 
Jttjlinians Maljcc peculiar to the Lawyers » the 
fame kind of Severity lie ufed upon the Phyfi- 
tjans , and all other Profcffors of Learning, re¬ 
trenching their Fees, and taking away their 
Petitions, which had been given by the Primi¬ 
tive Emperors , and payd conftantly. As to 
the Revenue of every 1 own , which had been 
given by their PrcdecefTors, for Exhibition of 
publick (hows, or fupplying publick Ncceffities, 
lip made no Bones to ingvofs them to 'himfclf, 
by which means the Phyfitians, and other Lear¬ 
ned Profeflbrs, loll their fubliftance. No pub? 
lick Buildings were Ercdcd , no Lights in the 
Night for the convenience of Pafleugcrs» No 
Fcafting > nor rcjoycing among the Citizens i 
baiting of wild Beads, Comedies, and thepa- 
lliines of the Cyrcus , were layd ahde along time 
by Jnjiinian , whofe Wife had been bred and 
advanced from thofe very Theaters which he 
deftroyed j> at length when he had put down 
fhefe jhevys in all the other Cities,he fuppreffed 
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them in Conftanthtople ,and all to five the Money 
which he was thereby nccelTitatcd annually to 
disburfe, without the lead regard or conlidera- 
tion , that he would Itarvc airinlinitc number, 
of poor people , whofe fubliltancc depended 
wholly upon thole kind of things. So that in a 
manner the whole world was invalu’din, and 
depreifed with extream fadnefs, as well pub- 
lick Societies, as particular perfons, every Man 
palling bis time without any Divcrlion, and 
groaning under his Misfortune , as heavy and 
immoveable. To he fliort, their Difcourlc and 
Communication at home, in the Streets , in, 
the Churches and every where, was nothing 
hut of the Mi Erics, the Calamities of that age, 
and the fad and deplorable condition of their 
prefent AIfairs,and this was the manner in whjch 
he Treated the Cities: hut now it is neceflary I 
fay fomething of what followed ,ar.d fo omplcat 
this Hilfory. 

It was a CuHom to create every year two 
Confuls, one at Koine , the other at Conduit/- 
noph •, whoever was advanced to that Dignity, 
was obliged at his Entrance , to anExpcnccof 
two thoufand pound in Gold, a finall part of it 
was generally his ownjMoncy , hut the grcatclf 
part was from the liberality of the Prince > and 
this Money which the Confuls commonly im- 
ployVi in Prefents , that were to he given upon 
their ad million , or to the poor , or in Gifts to 
the Comedians, was of great Relief to thofe 
Cities, and helped well towards the fubfiltanec 
of the people. But fincc Jnfiinhn came to the 
' . K 4 Em- 
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Empire, no certain time was kept for the Elec* 
tion of the faid Confuls , the fame perfons be* 
ing continued fcveral years , and no AfTemblies 
allowed for the Creation of new , fo that all 
people were fallen into extream Mifcry , the 
Emperor not only retained in his own hand 
what was wont to be difhibuted among his 
Subjects, but robb’d and difpoffefTed them of 
what they had of their own, in all places, and 
by all ways imaginable ! I fuppofe I have faid 
enough of the Violences which he ufed in his 
adminiftration of the publick Moneys, as alfo 
when he fequeflrcd the Eflatcs of the whole 
Senate, and every particular Member therein , 
(with which he cramm’d his own Coffers, but 
could not fatiatc his MindJ as likevvife in the 
deferiptions of the Arts and.Calumnies which he 
ufed to get the Eflatcs of all rich Men into his 
hands, his Tyranny, and the fad effeds of it, 
upon the Emperors Guards , and other Dome- 
flicks > his cruelty to the Common Souldicrsof 
his Army, and of his particular Guards > To 
the Inhabitants of the Country j To the Proprie¬ 
tors of the Land > To the Profeifors of Sciences, 
Merchants, Mailers of Ships, Seamen , Car- 
ryers, Mcffcngcrs, Mcchanicks, Comedians, 
Lawyers, Officers of Jufliceof all forts, and 
in a word to all thofc who were Expos’d and 
fen Able of the mifery above mentioned, and to 
thofc who could not be happy when the other 
were miserable. But now I inuft fpeak of his 
Inhumanity to the Poor, and inferiourfort of 
people, whom fie reduc’d to the gtcatcfl de¬ 
gree 
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gre« of Indigence imaginable , artd after that t 
ftiall relate how he behaved himfelf towards die 1 
Frieds. 

Jnfiiman (as I faid before ) had ingroffed' 
and impropriated,all the old Duties upon Com¬ 
modities , and layd. new upon every thing, 
not exempting fuch as were neoeffaryfor fub- 
filtancc, by which he got a third part of what 
ever was fold by his Subjects: But I will not 
go about to make a particular Enumeration of 
all the Injuries that I have feen > it would' a* 
mount to an incredible bufinefs > I fliall only 
fay , he layd a grievous Tax upon the Bread, 
wl ich the Artifans, the poor, and the fick, 
bought every year, which by Computation 
amounted annually to 300 Livrcs of Gold,' 
and thereby conftraincd thofe poor Creatures 
to fullain themfclves upon very ill bread , full of 
dufl , and fcarce pollible to be eaten » fo far had 
the Excefs of his Impiety tranfported him. In ' 
the mean time , thofe who had the Charge of 
Provifions , taking that Example, to make 
their own Markets, heaped up vafl Riches as 
well as he, and by their wicked Inventions•- 
and Projcfts, flarv’d thofe poor wretches , 
wliofe Mifcry had more need to have bad fome 
way found out , to have made things cheaper, 
then that they fhould bcfold to them by their 
weight in Gold 1 For no Man was permitted 
to bring any Corn from other parts, and all 
were obliged to take their Bread of him. 

The Pipes which conveyed the Water into the 
City being broke, the Emperor was fenliblc it 

was 
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was not eafily to be fupplyed any where elfc , 
for the Baths were mod of them dry , and there 
was not a day, but fomc or other were itifled in 
the Crowds, which thronged continually to 
thofe Fountains which were remaining > Never- 
thelefs, he took no notice of it, would be at 
no expence to repair them , but let them lie, 
though they were of fo universal importance, 
and in the mean time fquandred away prodigi¬ 
ous Sums in fine , but nfelefs and vain Build¬ 
ings upon the Banks of the Sea , in the Sub- 
burbs of ConJtanthioj>h '■> as if the Palace which 
had been the Rcfidcncc of fo many great Prin¬ 
ces his Predeceffors, and had plcafect them ve¬ 
ry well, had not been good enough for the En¬ 
tertainment of him and his Emprefs. So that 
thereby he clearly evinc’d, it was not purely Co- 
vetuoufuefs, or delire to fpare, which made him 
ad in this manner •, but he was retrained from 
the repairing thofe Aquaduds , by an unparra- 
leld piece of Cruelty , that would not fuffer him 
to have the leaf! Commiferation , for the Evils 
which he brought upon his Miferablc Subjeds : 
For never was there Man in the World that 
with more Impudence and lijfronterb , fought 
out unjuft ways of railing of Money , that ex- 
aded it with more Cruelty , nor fpent it more 
profufely when he had done. Jnfomuch , that 
the poor people in the Extremity they were in, 
being brought to nothing but Bread, fand that 
of their worlt fort ) and Water for thcSubfift- 
ance (had been in fome Mcafure happy , if they 
could have held there,) but they had now loll 

both 
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both of them, at leaft they could not Co eafily 
conic at them, for the Dearnefs of the one,and: 
the Scarccnefs of the other , the Bread by reafon 
(jf the Emperors Impofitions, and.the Water 
by, his Cruelty or Negligence j Nor was this" 
confined only to 'Conjiantiuople, but alafs, he per¬ 
fect! ted the Poor in all places, and by all the 
Arts he could ufe, fome of which I fliall men¬ 
tion in fliort. 

After that 1 beodorid^K’m^ of the Goths had 
made himfclf Mailer of Italy ; to leave fonj.c 
markes behind him of the Ancient Dignity of 
this Roman Commonwealth, he permitted the. 
Pretoria)! H inds to continue in their former con¬ 
dition , and ordered them the fame Allowance,: 
which by long Cullom they had had every day. 
Thde Souldicrs were very numerous, and com¬ 
prehended under that Name , 7 be, ‘Jlronj's of Sir- 
/e«ce,thc ViwifJlickjjmd fcvcral others. Though 
this priviledge of Confervation could not make' 
tljqn rich, yet by that means.they remained 
Hill as Souldicrs upon the Rolls ; , and had a com¬ 
fortable fubfiflance thereby, though what they 
received, was fcarcc fuflicient alone s and bc- 
fidcs this , ‘I beodorid^cOndcfccnd cd, that their 
Children, and Grandchildren fliould inherite 
their Effatcs. Tq the poor, who were reti¬ 
red about the Churches of St. Peter , he orde¬ 
red a yearly Dilfribution of 3000 Velfels of 
Corn, to be paid out of the publick Stores. 
Tliefe Gifts were continued both to the one 
and the other,, /fill the arrival of Alexander For-* 
figtla in Italy , who qyickly abplifhcd thofe 
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good Cuftoms, and having (fcnt word cHdeof* 
tb Jujlinian the Emperor, hec^prcfled liisap- 
■ probation , by the many Ads of Grace which 
he conferred upon the faid Alexander , who 
plaid another unlucky prank with the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Helene , in his Voyage into/ta/y. The' 
people of the Country about i bermnpyles , had 
alwayes had - the keeping of that Pais, and at 
the time of Alexanders Expedition into thofc 
ptorts, being apprebchfivc leaft the Barbarians 
fhould make an Inroad intoPeloponeJfusjUe Pea- 
fants kept Guard by Turns, in the place of the 
Mountains where they were mod likely to pafs. 
Alexander being arrived, pretended he did' not 
think itfafeto truft fo confiderablea Pafs, to 
the Defence of the Countrey people , and as if 
his Defign had been nothing but the prefervati- 
on of Beloponeffus , he left there ioooo Men, 
which were paid not out of the Coffers of the 
Emperor, but at the charge of the Neighbou¬ 
ring Towns, in’the Province of Hellade , by 
which means he annexed to the Emperors Re¬ 
venue , what ever had been formerly given to 
the (aid Towns , for the Building or repairing 
publick Structures,or the Expenfe of their fhews, 
under pretence of imploying it for the payment 
of thofe Souldiers, which were of fo great im¬ 
portance for the prefervation of that Country , 
fo that, from that time, neither* iff the Province' 
of Hellade , nor in Athens it felf] could any Buil¬ 
dings be : ercCted or repaired , any (hows exhi¬ 
bited, or any other thing promoted dor the be¬ 
nefit of thofc Towns, attheGhargCofthepub- 
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lick, all that Forticnla did , being pofitively 
confirmed. We will now fpeakof the Calami¬ 
ties which were .fullered by the popr Aiexan* 
.drifts. 

There was in Alexandria one Epbejtus , an 
Advocate by profelfion, who being advanced 
to the Supreatn Magiftracyin that Town, ap¬ 
pealed ad the Tumults and Factions that arofe in 
it: But he himfelf vyas more pernicious to the 
Citizens, then the greateft Sedition that could 
diaye been, for he reduced them to* an extremity 

of Pidrcfs. • ' n 

In fliort, having appointed Offices for all 
Commodities, which he had forbidden other 
Merchants to fell, referving tliem wholly for 
himfelf, he fold all things at his own rates, and 
put great prices upon them, which the Autho- 
rit y o.f • his Office would make good. Hereupon 
the people wanted the neceflaries of life, not 
being able to fupply thcmfelves with fuch things 
as were to be bought at an eafic and indifferent 
raj e, before Ephejtuf was made Governor: For 
having ingro/Ted all the Corn that came out of 
Egypti not permitting any man to buy fo much 
as one bufhcl, lie put what price upon it he 
pleafcd > fo that, in'a fliort time, having acqui¬ 
red a vaft wealth himfelf, he endeavored like- 
wife to content the infatbble avarice of the 
Emperor: And the people of Alexandria cn j 
dured all this ill treatment without complaint, 
fp:c fear of provoking their Governor to ufc 
them WOl fc; And the, Emperor taking lingular 
delight to fee Money flowing into his Exchequer 
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from thofe parfs, took a particular kindncfs and 
atfe&ion to Epbijhts, whiicft he, to continue and 
advance it, <^id as I fhall relate. • * 

The Emperor Dioclefun had ordained a year 1 - 
ly diftribution of Corn to the poor of Alexan¬ 
dria , which from that very time was conftantfy 
obfervedy the poor having received it, in thofe 
times, and deft it afterwards to their pofterity* 
15 'ut Epbej'tns Uopi >ed thisdiftribiUlon, and caufed 
two thoufand Barrels of Corn fwhich was th& 
ufual quantity to bedifpofed-among the people^ 
to be fecured in the Emperors Granaries , pre- 1 
tending. That the Alexandrines had enjoyed it 
by Ufurpation, and contrary to all Juft ice, and 
the intereft of the State. The Emperor ap¬ 
proved whathc had donc,' COnfirtht'd it by Bro* 
clamation, and had a higher efteem for Epbeflns 
then beforewhiicft th'c poor people of that 
City, whole hopes of livelihood depended 
much upon lb coniidcrablc a relief, was by this 
unparalleld cruelty reduced to the greateft ex¬ 
tremity > and they were the more fcnlible of • it, 
becaufe it fell out at a time when there was great 
fcarcity in Egypt. But JujUnian committed (o 
many cruelties of this nature, it would tire any 
man to number them: Wherefore I fhall only 
feleft out of that vaft number, fome few which 
I conceive will be lufHcicnt to convince pofterity 
of his fraud, hypocrilic, contempt of God, his 
Eriefts, and his Laws, how he perfecuted thofe 
who were rnoft religious and devout > and that 
he had neither lhamc nor modefty, nor Care of 
the State, his whole thoughts being bent upon' 
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contriving plaufible pretences * for his Crimes, 
when indeed his end was nothing but to mine 
the whole World, and get their Eftates. 

At firft, he put in one Paul into the Bifhoprick 
of Alexandria , ( at the time when Jibodon , 
a Pbenician , was Governor) to whom he writ 
to execute what ever Paul recommended to 
him, and to be fine to aftift him i for by hisin- 
duftry lie hoped to oblige all the clicif pcrfbns 
in that City, and prevail with them to ftand 
for the Council of Cbalcedon. There was at 
that time a native of Paltjline, called Arfenius, 
the wickcdeft man alive, who having made 
bimfclf nccclfary to the Emprefs, by the man¬ 
agement of her intrigues, had got a vaft eftate, 
and with it, great credit and authority. This 
mifeveant was of the fame Religion witli the 
Samaritans , but lie had always pretended to bg 
a Cbriftian , and bis Father and Brother dif- 
fcmbling the fame Faith, being fupported by his 
intereft, and adted by his devilifti pcifwafioiis, 
they brought a thoufand miferics upon the 
Chriftians of Scytbopolis where they lived,: 
Whereupon the Citizens revolted, apd put them 
to death, after they had punifticd them fcvcrcly, 
which was the occalion afterwards of much 
mifclicif to Palejlinc \ for as to Arfenius f though 
lie was really the Author of thofe troubles) the 
Emperor infli&cd no other punifliment upon 
him, but to forbid him the Court, and that he 
did only to fatisfie the Chriftians who were very 
importunate againft him. ; 
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Arfen'm beingbanifticd the Court, conceiving 
lie Ihould do a thing very acceptable to the 
Emperor, went a while after with Paul to Alex¬ 
andria ; For during the time of his abfcnce from 
the Court, lie pretended to have inftru&cd 
himfelf in all the Niceties and Criticifmsof the 
Chrillian Faith i but inftead of fuccecding in 
Ids delign, he fell into Tbeodoraes difplcafurc, 
whofeemed to ad in that affair by motives al¬ 
together oppofitc to the Emperors. 

When Pftnl was arrived at Alexandria , and 
fetled there, he caufed the Deacon Pfoss to be 
feifed, and delivered into the hands of Rbodon 
(the Governor of the City) to be put to death, 
objecting, That he was the only man who op* 
pofed his dcligrts, and obftruded the execution 
of the Emperors orders. Rbodon had Letters 
continually from the Emperor, prelfmg him to 
do whatever Paul ihould delirc > wherefore he 
caufed Pfoes to he whipped, and Pfoes being an 
infirm man^ died under the corrcdion. The 
rteVvs pf hi^ death, being brought to the Court ? 
by the mitigation ,of Theodora fwho with her 
prayers and petfwafions, nevdr let him reft.) 
Jiftinian exprelfcd great indignation againft 
Paul, Rbodon, and Arjetths , as if he had forgot 
tfie orders which lie had given them. He gave 
the Government of Alexandria , to a Roman of 
a Patrician family, called Liberim , and made 
choice of feveral Bifliops of approved integrity, 
to go and examine the bulincft upon the place > 
in which number, one was Pelagins , Archdea¬ 
con of the Roman Church, whom the Pope Vi- 
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gillus had fent as his Agent, to ad as effectually, 
as if he had been there himfelf. 

Paul being convided of homicide, Was turn¬ 
ed out of hli Biiho prick, Rbodon having fled to 
Conftantinople , and falling into the hands of 
Jtftinian Was put to death, and his eftate con- 
fifeated, though in his own juftification he pro¬ 
duced iixof the' Emperors own Letters, com¬ 
manding his pofitivc obedience in what ever 
Paul ihould order > and to give him liberty to 
do what he pkafed in Matters of Religion. 
Arfen'm was put upon the Crois by Liberim, 
according to directions which he received from 
Theodora, and his eftate confifcatcd ? and all up¬ 
on no other pretence , but his friendfliip for 
<fjul> 

I will not trouble my fclf fo far as to difpute, 
Whether this was done juftly, or otherwife > 
hut T fliall tell upon what grounds I inferted 
this paifage. 

Not long after Paul came to Conftantinople, 
tq endeavor bythcoffcrof jooLivcirsin Gold, 
to prevail with the Emperor to be reftored to 
his Biflioprick, having been (as he pretended) 
unjuftly dirpoiTciTcd. Jtftinian took his Money, 
treated him with as much honor and refped as 
was poftible, and prbmifing to reftore him with 
the iirft opportunity, though at the fame time* 
another was in poflellion s and the faid Jtfti¬ 
nian had caufed two of the Bifhops beft friends 
to be put to death', and confifcatcd their eftates. 
The Emperor pretended to dclire it mud?, andii 
ho body made the lead queftiOri^ bixt'Paiil would 
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be reffored i but Pope VJgilim^ who was at the 
Pame time in CoiijlaHtinople , would not confent > 
not enduring that they (liould ad contrary to 
tfic fcntcnce- which Vvhgm had given in his 
name t So that in all his affairs, Jnjlhtuns elicit' 
deligns Was getting of Money, by what means 
Was pofliblc to gain it. I am-now writing of a 
jfliffory to the lame purpofe, which hath feme 
Analogy with the former. 

' There was in PalijHnc a Man called f 'aulli- 
IIM, of Jervifb extraction , having been born 
and bred by bis Parents in that Religion i but 
for feeprity fake', had taken upon him the name 
of a Chrifiian,' This perfon being chofcn a Se¬ 
nator, cahic at length to be Governor ot Vale¬ 
rius \ but when the time of his Office was ex¬ 
pired, lie was. accufcd at ConJtt»ioi»j>U' by the 
Prieffs, for pretending to be a Chriilian, when 
lie was really a Jew, and for having con in li.tted 
fcvcral cruelties againli the Chrilfians, during 
his Government./ Upon this information jujU- 
ni.in was trctnfpbrted into tlic higheff paffion 
Imaginable, holding himfelt affronted in his 
perfbn, in' that any one durft be fo audacious 
in his Reign, to contemn the name ot a Chiilli- 
rfn. The caiife being brought before the Se¬ 
nate, upon the inflancc of the Emperor, !• ttt~ 
jthius was condemned tube banifiicd the Em¬ 
pire. hut having by degrees , aiid by a good 
round fum- of Money, mollified the Emperor, 
lie cauftd execution of the Senates Dewer to 
he fiifpcnded, and rcitored him to his imploy- 
iftcht with as much Authority as before i after 
F- * which, 
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which, his credit was fo great with the Emperor* 
lie had the management of the Imperial De- 
mefiis in Pbenicia and Palcjtine , and difpofed of 
them witli full liberty. 

J fliall fay no more of this hufinefs, hut theft 
two examples arc fufiicient to difeover how 
Jitflinian delighted himfclf in perverting all the 
orders eftabliflied among the Chriftians > and 
for the Lavvs which lie aholifficd for Money, £ 
lhall fpeak of them in very few words. 

In Knit (hi there was aPeflon called Prifeusj 
exceedingly dexterous at counterfeiting of Seals* 
in which art lie was the molt expert Man in the 
World. Many years before A hmiamu ( who 
had been a Senator, and of no Ids eminence for 
his great birth, then his prodigious riches ) had 
given all his effate by Will to the Church of 
Emijht . 

In procefs of time, under the Reign of Jttfii . 
nlm the Emperor, Vrijims made a Catalogue of 
the hell Families of that Town, which were in 
greateft reputation for wealth, and from whom 
he might hope fertile moll conlidcrablc booty. 

. Fie obferved accurately the pedigrees ofthoft 
who were the clicif, and having found the names 
of fuch of their Anccftorsas were contemporary 
With M.iniLwus , he counterfeited levcral Re¬ 
ceipts and Recognifanccs under their names, 
by which they confcffed thcmfclves indebted to 
M.imhntiii in very great firms i by which kind 
of forgeries lie made a fhift among fcvcral of 
them to pretend to 10000 Livers of Gold* fn 
ftort, having imitated very neatly the hand of 
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the Notary, toho drew up the Writings, figned 
them in Mamians days, and Was a Man of 
known honclly, and vertue j he put his Papers 
into the hands of thofc who managed the affairs 
of the Church of thefts , upon condition he 
(hould go fnips, and have fuch a (hare of the 
Money as (hould be agreed off betwixt them- 
felvcs: But there beluga Law in force, exprefly 
contrary to their deiigii, bccaufe it reduced all 
ProcdTcs to the Prescription of thirty years, 
uniefs in Cafes of Mortgage > and fcveral others 
where the Prcfciptions were to extend but to 
forty years > they concluded to go to Conjlant)- 
tioplc , and give a round film to the Emperor, 
to favor them in their pernicious delign of ruin¬ 
ing their Fellow Citivens. 

Being arrived at his Court, they did as they 
had rcfolvcd, and the Emperor having got his 
Money, put forth a Decree, by which lie requi¬ 
red, That affairs which related any way to the 
Church, (hould not be reffrained to the ordinary 
Prcfcription, but that any thing might be re¬ 
covered, if claimed within a hundfed years s 
and this he commanded (hould be obferved quite 
thorow the Roman Empire, but more particular¬ 
ly in the City of E ntefm i and not long after 
he (cut Longinus thither, a high (pirited, and 
exceeding ftroiig man, whom he made Governor 
of that City, on purpofe to fee that new Ordi¬ 
nance put in execution. At firft, the Officers 
of the Church of Ktnc/ks , having profccutcd 
(bine of their Fellow Citizens upon their pre¬ 
tended obligations, for afumof Two hundred 
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Livers in Gold, they were condemned (o pay. 
it, the poor men not being able to rake out of 
the darknefs of Antiquity any objection that 
-might defend them. This put the whole Town 
of Emefus in ffrange conffernation , cfpccially 
the principal Citizens, who were more highly 
imaged againft their Accpfors, bccaufe the dan¬ 
ger was directed more particularly again!! them. 
But when all the Inhabitants of that Town were 
feady to be involved in this common mine, God 
Almighty prevented it in his mercy. One day. 
Longinus having ordered Prijlus (the Author of 
this detcftable invention) to bring him all his 
Claims , that he might (cc how they were 
grounded i obferving him unwilling , and to 
make more difficulty then was ncccl!ary,hcgrcw 
angry, and in his paffion, gave him a Box on 
the Ear, as hard as he could (hike. The wretch 
(wounded with the llroke (which came unex¬ 
pectedly , and from the ftrongeft Man in the 
World) fell backward upon the ground » and 
apprehending Longinus had had fomc light of 
his forgery , he con fell the whole bulincfs, 
whereby all being difcoycred, the Suits which 
v/cre commenced were Hopped, and all their 
ProcdTcs ccafed. 

Jujliniun was not computed to fubvert (he 
Laws of the Empire every day, but he mull in¬ 
terfere with the Jwj, and aboliffi fuch of theirs, 
as were the very Fundamentals of their Religi¬ 
on. In a word, if Eafler fell out fooncr in their 
Kalander, then the Chriffians ( which anight 
very well happen , bccaufe their ways of coui- 
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.putation were fevcral ) lie would not fuffer 
them to make their folcmnitics on their own 
ufual day, nor to exercifc fucli offices of De¬ 
votion, as their Religion required. The Magi- 
ihatc likewife lined fevcral of them, upon an in¬ 
formation , That they had eaten the Pafchal 
Latnh, as a thing contrary to the Laws of that 
. State. 

I know a thoufand Crimes of this nature, 
which I could charge upon 'f/tftini.or , hut I 
pals them over in lilcncc, bccaufc it is time to 
finifli my Hiltory which is already too long, and 
I think has fufficicntly tlilcovcred the temper of 
that Tyrant : Ncvcrthclcls, I Ihall add two 
words tofliow his Fallhood and Hypocrilic. 

He turned Liberim (of whom I have fpokc 
before ) out of his Government, and put an 
.Egyptian called Laxarioti into his place > which 
coming to the cars of Yelagins the Pope, who 
was a great friend to Liberia*, he went to Jnfti- 
niiin. to know, if what was reported ot l.ax t • 
rimt , was true. Jn\\inian denied there was any 
fucli thing, and to convince his I-Iolincfs, that 
he had no intention to remove Liberittr, lie put 
into his Holinefs his hand a new Commilfion, 
confirming the laid Liber)us in his Government, 
and requiring him not to quit it, without new 
orders from him. There was at that time in 
Cionjlantinople, an llnde of Johns called Eude~ 
»im , a rich man, who had been Conful, and 
had’ then the charge of the Emperors Demefns. 
This liudemon having heard what had palfecl 
betwixt tlje Emperor, and the Pope, went to 
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die Emperor to inform himfelf, whether his Ne¬ 
phew was turned out of his Government,or.not. 
The Emperor taking no notice to Eudemon of the 
Commiflion which he had delivered for Uberhts 
to the Pope, gave Eudemon another, to put his. 
Nephew Laxamn into the laid Government, 
and declaring, That he did Hill retain the fame, 
good will towards him, that he had always cx- 
preircd. 

John believing himfelf fife under the Autho¬ 
rity of his Commiflion, fent to require Liberim 
to remove out ot the Governors Palace, as hav¬ 
ing to do there no farther: Liberim' refilled it,' 
and to jullifie himfelf, produced the Emperors 
Patents. John feeing he would not obey, cauh.d 
his friends to take Arms, and try to remove 
him by force » Liberius defended himfelf vvitl.i 
his Guards, and the conflict was fb bloody, 
that fevcral pcrfbns were (lain, and I,ax irion. 
among the rcll. i'ludcnion. followed thebnlmefs 
very clofe afterwards, and upon his folicitation, 
Liberius was fent for to Con\i untinople •, where 
being heard before the Senate, he was acquittal 
of the murder, as done in his own defence. 
Ncvcrthclcls, Ju\\iuian would not let liimef- 
cape fb, but forced him to give him a good fum 
of Money, before he could he quiet. . By this 
we may fee an inHanceof theiriciidfliip wnicii 
Jttjiinian bare to the truth , and of the great 
care betook, never tooflind againlt it. 1 (hall 
now make fand 1 liippofe not impertinently) 
a little digreflion in this place, and infert it by 

way of addition to my Book. 
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Eudemon , whom I mentioned but now, died, 
not long after, without either Children or Will, 
but his heirs .general were numerous. About 
the fame time, the cheif Eunuch of the Court 
called Eupbratas , died likewife without difpo- 
fing of any thing of the great riches which he 
poHefled, becaufe he left a Sifters Son , who 
was in ]Law to be his heir :• But the Emperor got 
both their eftates into his hands, giving only a 
third part to their heirs *, and that was the way 
be exprefled his tendernefs for the Laws, and 
bis moderation to the Children of thofc Pcrlons, 
who had been his great Favorites whileft they 
were living. He feifed likewife all the eftate 
qf Jren&us , who had been dead a long time 
without any right, or Co much as reasonable 
pretence. And there was another thing hapned 
about this time, which I cannot omit. 

There was at Afealone , a perfon called Anato¬ 
lius, without contradiction the cheif Man in 
the Senate of that Town, whofc only Daughter, 
Mammilianus ( who was of the lame quality 
in Cefaria ) had married , and by her had the 
inheritance of his eftate. There was an antient 
Law, by which it was provided, That when 
ever a Senator died without Ilfuc-malc, the 
fourth part of his eftate ftiould go to the ufc of 
the Senate, and the reft to the heirs at Law. In 
this cafe alio, Jnfiitian gave great teftimony of 
his good nature j for he decreed, That for the 
future, when any Senator died without Iffue- 
malc, the Cuftom ftiould be inverted, the fourth 
part only dpfeending to the heirs, and the three 
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other parts to go to the ufc of the Senate, or to 
the ('offers of the Emperor, though in no time 
it had been known, That the eftate ol any Se¬ 
nator had been confifcatcd, or lequcltrcd tq 
the ufe of the Publick , or for the Purfc of the 
Emperor. 

After the publication of this Ordinance, Ana¬ 
tolius died, and his Daughter was preparing to 
divide her Inheritance with the Emperor and 
the Senates when (he received a Letter from 
each of them, importing a rendition of what 
belonged to them: Not long after, Mantmildan 
died alft), leaving only one Daughter, who be¬ 
ing married to a perfon of quality, died with¬ 
out ifluc, during the life of her Mother. On a 
fudden, Juftinian feifed upon all, pretending 
(forfooth ) That it was not lit the Daughter of 
Anatolius , at that age, ftiould befuHered to he 
rich, by two ways at once, that is, by her Pa¬ 
trimony from her Father, and her eftate by her 
Husband : But to keep her from want, he grant¬ 
ed her an allowance of one Stater a of Gold a 
day, to continue whil,cft ftic lived \ and in the 
Grant which he gave her, there were thefe fol¬ 
lowing words. We have ordered her a Stater,t 
of Gold , only in Charity i for ive have been ac- 
ettf anted by our Actions to give conjtant marks of 
our vertuous inclinations. But enough ot this 
jfiibjed:, I fear the length of my Book would 
diftatisfic, ftiould I write any farther, though 
indeed I think it : a hard matter for the memory 
of one man to retain all > yet I cannot but 
add, That hcconlidcred nothing at all when 
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Money was in the cafe i and this appeared by 
his comportment with the Venetes^ which facti¬ 
on had always Hood for him, and lie had ever 
profeffed himfelf as cordially for it. 

He made choice of Mill bines , Son in Law 
to L?o, the Referendary, and a Cilici.in , as he 
was, to fend into that Countrey to appeafe 
the Seditions which had Tome times fincc been 
railed in thofc parts. This new Governor find¬ 
ing the power in his own hands, ufed fcveral 
of the Cilicitins very ill, caufed them to fuller 
a thoufand indignities, and of the Money which 
he extorted unjuflly from that Province '■> part 
he tranfported into the Emperors Coffers, and 
the reft he kept himfelf to augment the great 
riches which he had gotten before. Some there 
were who fivallowcd their grievances without 
any complaint '•> but thofc of the faction of the 
Venetes who were in ‘lirfts , feeing thcmfelvcs 
fnpportcd hy their reputation and intcrclt with 
the Emprtfs, complained publicity of the pro¬ 
ceedings of Mtltb.vus , who was not then there 
to defend himfelf. The news of it coming to 
his cars, he got his Troops together, and march¬ 
ing to ‘Tarfis in the night, by break of day lie 
caufed them to enter into the iioufes, with or¬ 
ders to fparc no body. The Venetes fuppoling 
the Town was furprifed by the Enemy, took 
Armesand flood upon their guard:Scvcral Char¬ 
ges and Engagements hapned in the I’own ■> in 
one of which , Dnnii.inus the Senator, who was 
chcif of the party of the Venetes in ‘inrfis, was 
flam with an Arrow, 
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This news arriving at Qwjhwtinnji/e , the Ve~ 
netes began to afTcmblc in the ffrccts, and to 
murmur highly at their ufage =, they complain¬ 
ed to the Emperor, of the violences which 
had been exercifcd again ft their Brethren, and 
threarned to revenge thcmfelvcs upon Leo and 
Maltbanes. But Leo hy a magnificent prefent, 
prevented the execution of the Order which 
JnUhtiin had parted, and abated fo much of the 
ardor which lie had alw iys fliown for that 
faction , that the Procefs was flopped s and 
when Mnltb.mcs came to Court a while after, 
the Emperor received him very honorably , and 
treated ■ him as kindly as he could wifti: But 
the Venetes imaged, having fet upon him as he 
was palling from the Emperors apartment, 
wounded him fevcrcly, and had certainly kill¬ 
ed him, had not fome of their own party, 
whom Leo had corrupted with his Money, 
preferved him. 

Is there any man living, that thinks not that 
State in an unhappy condition, where the Prince 
fullering himfelf to be bribed and corrupted 
with Money, leaves offences unpuniflied •, and 
where the Malccontcnts are fo audacious as to 
attempt a Magiftratc in the Palace, and before 
the eyes of their Emperor ? In ftiort, Malt bines 
and his affafins remained equally unpuniflied, 
which may ealily'infiiiuate the temper of JnjlJ- 
nun: Yet for further eviction, and to fliow 
how much he applied himfelf to the good of the 
Commonwealth, I {hall only add his behavior 
towards the Pofts and the Spies. 
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The Emperors which hgtd Reigned before 
him, had Eftablifhed ways of Intelligence , 
(br the fpeedier undemanding the Motions and 
Attempts of their Enemies upon the Frontiers, 
gild particularly they had fetlcd^ a Corrcfpon- 
dency in every City and Village in thofe Pro* 
vinccs, that thereby they might he adverti¬ 
sed of any Sedition ox other accident that might 
happen j as alto ot the Deportment of their 
Governors and Lieutenant Generals •> and foi 
the fafer and more fpeedy Conveyance of fucli 
fums of: Money , as fhould be raifed in the Pro¬ 
vinces more irqmediately under the Jurisdicti¬ 
on of the Empire, or in fuch as were only 
tributary : To this purpofe in every days jour¬ 
ney , they had fetleil a Man who was to Poft 
Eight Stages a day , but in fome places their 
Stages were not fb many , though five were the 
feweft. In thefe feveral Stages, there were 
about forty layd Horfes, and a juft proporti¬ 
on of Grooms ; Thofe therefore who had any 
important Affairs, madcufeot this way , and 
by frequent change of Horfes, which were al¬ 
ways in Breath, they would make as much way 
caftly in one day, as in ten any other way. 
This was not only convenient to fuch as had bu* 
finefs of importance , but was likewife of great 
advantage to thofe whofc Lands lay in the 
middle of the Provinces, and yielded, them a 
confiderable Revenue , by giving them oppor¬ 
tunity ot putting off their Grain and other Com¬ 
modities , to fuch as had the Charge of thofe 
Horfes , and were to provide for the Paffcn- 
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gerai thofe PofFMafa likewife conveying in¬ 
fo the EmpejrO^ the Moneys which 

were returned , lWa the liberty to difalkc what 
Wages was due to therh fbr their pains > fo that 
all was Very well ordered for the good of the 
State , and this was the Method which Had beett 
Eftablifhed of old* But Jnftbiian having rui¬ 
ned the Poft betwixt Calcedoma and Vacibtle , 
all who had bufinefs that way , were conftrai- 
ned to pafs betwixt Conjlantinople and Helena* 
polit, in the little Boats, which were ufed before 
only to waft them over the Sfreight , whereby 
they were perpetually obnoxious to the Tcm- 
pefts which are very frequent in that paffage, 
for when a Man is preffed by the NfccdTtfy of 
his Affairs, heftandsnot to contider whether 
it be fair or fowl, or what danger there is of 
the Weather. The Road to Ferfit , Jttjhnunt 
left as he found it eftablifhed,^ but for all the 
reft, either into the Eaft or Egypt , inevciy 
days journey, he would not fuffer thofe (tables 
of Horfes to be continued for the convenience 
of Travellers, but the paffage was made up¬ 
on Affcs, and thofe very few: By which means 
it came to pafs, that Advertifcments wercvc- 
rv flow from the Provinces, and moft common¬ 
ly too late for any Remedy to be applycd : 
Thofe whofc Eftates lay upon the Roads, were 
exceedingly impoverifhed, having noventror 
utterance for their Commodities i and fo muefi 
for the Mcffcngers or Pofts : I {ball fpcak now 
of the Spyes. There were great numbci ^ h( ^ 
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them entertained by the State, who under pre^ 
tcncc. of Trading, or foiqe, other Invention* 
went every day among the Enemies, and Tome 
of them into the very Court of the King of 
Perfia where having difeovered the Intrigues 
of the Barbarians , they returned with all di¬ 
ligence , to make Report to the Emperors, whq 
thereby had time not only to tbrefee, but 'to 
prevent moll of their Defigns, as having Ad- 
vertifement a long time before. Tis now ma¬ 
ny years lincc, the Perfians have taken this 
Cullome from us, but Cojrocs made better ule 
of it, then, any of his Vrcdtcrifors, having gi¬ 
ven more then ordinary Wag . ; to his Spyts, 
and great and magnificent Rewards , when any 
thing did happily fuceccd , never employing 
any that was born a Subject of Koine, But Jnjli- 
nian having cut olV this Entcrcourfc , Was the 
occafionof very great Lodes, and particularly of 
the Country of the Laziens , which was Con¬ 
quered by the Enemy , ■ becaufe JnjHn/anf ould 
never get Intelligence of the place, again!! wl\ich 
the King of the Perfians dciigned. It had been 
likcwifc a Cullome of old, to keep a great num¬ 
ber of Cammcls, at the Charges of the State, 
which were to follow the Army upon its March 
in time of War, to carry the Baggage, that the 
Country people might not be dilturbed in their 
ButincTs, and that nothing might be wanting to 
the Souldicrs : But Jnftimatt, Retrenched them 
likcwifc for the grcatcil part, lo that at prefent 
when one has any accalion more then ordinary, 
' and 


( 159 ) 

and defires to make more then ordinary Expe¬ 
dition , he wants every thing that is ncccffary, 
as having no convenience to carry his Baggage . 
And this was the great care lie took of things 
which were of the grcatcil confcqucncc for the 
Confervation of the State ’, and to which, lie 
ought to have applied himfclf with particular 
diligence. Though this that has been faid , has 
been fufiicicnt, I cannot contain from adding 
another llory of him, which in my judgment 
is vciy ridiculous. 

There was in Cefarca an Advocate called 
hvavgehtf) Svlio having had very good fortune, 
was grown fo rich, that lie bought forThicc 
hundred Livers of Gold, a great Town called 
Porphyria )!, which is feituate upon the Sca-fliorc. 
The news of his purchafc being brought to 
Jnjiinian , he took it from him, returning but a 
very inconlidcrablc part of what it colt , and 
alledging only, 1 hat it was not a decent thing 
to fee lb great, and fo beautiful a 1 own in the 
hands of fuch a Lawyer as Kvangelus. But, 
enough of this -fubjedt , what remains to be 
fpoken of, is only of fome things which were- 
innovated by Jnjiinian and 7 hcodora. 

When the Senators went to (alutc the Em-, 
peror, they did it as follows. Every one who 
was of a Patrician family, • killed the Emperors 
right Cheek , when he came in, and when he 
went out the Emperor killed his Head : All the 
veil that were of inferior rank, retired after they 
had clapped their right knee upon the ground» 
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and for the Emprefs, th.e Men never made any 
tforiipUme'rits whet. ■ But thpfe *ho came to 
falute Jifliinran and ‘I'beoJo>% whether Seniors, 
dr dF nifeHor degree; ’ prHHttcd therrtielves uP- 
Oti Weir Face, ftfctehcd out cheirhandS and^HfcJr 
ftet-,' kiitccl both his Feet, oile' after another, 
and tlien retired. Tbiottora fuffered the fame 
honors to be done to her, receiving at he* own 
■jpalacc the Ambafladbrs Froth Pcrfiii^ arid other 
foreign Nations, and ( which Was never practi¬ 
ced before, at leaf! fincc Hiftory has prcFcntcd 
u $ with the. occurences of parted ages) giving 
theih rich and magnificent prefents, to let them 
Fee 1 tiiaf flic was abfotutc Miflrcfs, and govern¬ 
ed the whole Empire. Formerly, when the 
Emperor Was fpoken of, lie was called 
and his Wife Am\u\ht, arid other Princes had 
their Titles according to their qualities : But 
When a'riy'Addrcf^ was made to Vmd^ bt 
JMan , if they were called only'EmpdrOr 
and Emprefs, without thfe addition of SoVCraign 
tdfd, or Sotreraigh Princcfs>; the nCrfon vyas 
not drily looked upoh as ifl-br^d, and d CloWn, 
bitf ’lid waS fure to be ill rdcelvdtl', andturned 
out as one that wa$ guilty of foWe haniOus 
offence. ‘ fbr>nertyWp.erfons .went to Court, 
and tflbfE'fcw who did’.go, went very rarely *, 
but Alice , tlie Government of jttjxinlaH and 
TbeociorK all'tbc Magiftrates, and all other per- 
fons,were continualjy In the Palace^ and thtrea- 
fbri of it was,’ bedaufe heretofore the Magmiatts 
iriltllt freely adminifter Juflicc, and execute 
b ‘ their 


them&ntcric^ sad among them£lycj> 

fUfXttdJng.to Cuftoih,ahd el^ parties neyer 
troubled the'Emberor with their importunities, 
being porfwaddT wltnlh thtmfilves, that 'ho 
ln;juftiee would be done them. But JujUnidn 
having ingroffed all bufinefs, that thereby he 
might more eaiily tuine his fubje&s , he 
brought them to a condition that was little 
better then flavery. The Courts of Juftice 
were always empty , and fcarce a Man to be 
fe«i » whereas in the Palace, infinite multi* 


tutks were continually to be feen, prdfing 
and crowding to out-do one another in the 
fervility of tneir obedience. Thofc who were 
in molt favor with them, and feemed to have 


the greateft intercll: in their afTc&ion, waited 
whole days, and a neat part of the night, but 
they got nothing but their labor for their 
pains, having tio other compcnfation for all 
their afliduity and attendance, then a vain 
iinige of felicity and gdod fortune. Others 
who were not intangjlcd in thole cares and for* 
Battiks, had yet tneir troublesto think what 
kat become of all the Tmfure and Riches 
Off the Empire* Some laid the B*rbms*t had 
divided it among them, others, that the Em* 
m» had hid it ifi leVeral places, which very 
Jew knew. For my part, I will not fpeak my 
flfardilMfiV, only this l Will fay , That when 

he is but a Man , aqd 
M morta 





